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Happy New Year fto everyone!

On the final Sunday before Christmas, quarter peals were rung at St Giles in Oxford and Old Marston:

Sunday 22" December. St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major:
Sara Jones, Marc Jones, Caroline Flockton,
Lindsay Powell, John Pusey, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Spain, Stuart Flockton (c)

(Ist in method for Marc. 26th successful midday quarter peal at St Giles in 2024.)

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 16m/v:
Roy Peach, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges,
Benjamin Poole (c), Hugh Deam (c), Michael Haynes

(Amongst the method variations were three that we haven't
included before in our quarter peals - Aconbury, King's Caple
and Fownhope, all Grandsire variations)

In the afternoon,
some of the Old
Marston band
supplemented
bands for ringing
before
Carol services at
North Hinksey
and Cowley.

- H - Once again this

= / <% year the timing
" v | - of services at
Kidlington,
Wolvercote and
Old Marston
afforded a
number of
ringers the
opportunity to
assist at all three towers, and hence there were full bands across the board.




Christmas Day did not see any peals or quarter peals rung in Oxford, but most towers did ring for mornlng
services. : '
In total, at Old
Marston we
welcomed 17
different
ringers across
the two
sessions on
Christmas Eve
! and the
Christmas morning service ring, where our band of six was boosted to elght by Kathy Xu and

her daughter, Ella from St Giles, with Hugh joining them soon
afterwards at St Giles for their pre-service ringing.

Also, Andrea and her husband brought along their relevantly
accoutred Corgis to Old Marston, and they are pictured here in
the churchyard after our ringing!

Boxing Day was celebrated at St Giles with a quarter peal of Plain
Bob Major.

Thursday 26" December. St Giles, Oxford. 1344 Plain Bob Ma_|or

Tracey Cooper, Laura Cooper, Elizabeth Mullett, Sara Jones, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (),

Marc Jones, Lindsay Powell, John Pusey

Two days later, Marston was pleased to be able to arrange a quarter peal for Witney ringers, Debra Dan
and Ruth, this being Debra's most methods o
trebled to in a quarter peal to date.
Afterwards the band pulled some crackers
and took care of several segments of a
Chocolate Orange which is pictured in its
knitted Christmas Pudding cosy!

This was the 52nd quarter peal at Old
Marston in 2024, our most in a calendar
year since 2018, when we totalled 55.

Saturday 28" December. St Nicholas, Old Marston. (St Nicholas) 1320 Doubles (12m/v):
Debra Scrimshaw, Jane Hedges, Ruth Leatherdale, Paul Lucas,
Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal

Despite the straitened times that prevail, there was still some festive
illumination to be found brightening the streets and roads in and around
Oxford during December, one of the most impressive being on the Oxford
Road in Kidlington, emanating a warm glow to remember Christmas 2024!

Don’t forget!
The first Branch Practice of 2025 is this Saturday 4t January at
Cuddesdon (6), starting at 2.00pm. All welcome!




