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On Saturday 18™ July, there was ringing at Cowley — with ringers from Cowley, Iffley and Marston, prior to the
=1 B == farewell tea party and barn T | et 41;/9 '
dance which was held in the 2 A8
church hall for the retiring Vicar
of St James, Geoff, and his wife
Mary, the Tower Captain, who
are moving to Duxford in
Cambridgeshire.
They are pictured on the far left
of the back row, and the far
right of the front row, at a 5
recent Aunt Sally evening. e

Sunday 19" July saw several quarter peals rung at towers around Oxford:

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles. 17mv Plain Bob. Derwent, St Simon's, Bullamoor, St Martin's,
St Kea, St Nicholas, Janani, Winchendon, Arden Cluster, Reverse Canterbry Pleasure Doubles, Seamrog,
Loughborough, Grandsire, Wharton, Antelope, Oxford:

Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

St Giles, Oxford. 1244 Superlative Surprise Major:

Craig Robertson (c), Caroline Flockton, Alison Felton, Joy Blanchard, Stephen Everett,
John Pusey, Stuart Flockton, Christopher Mundy

First in method for Joy Blanchard and Steve Everett.

St Andrew’s, Headington. 1260 Stedman Doubles:
Alison Felton (c), Tertia Softley, Stephen Everett, Lindsay Powell, Peter Felton, Clare Fairbairn
First in method for Tertia Softley

Also on Sunday, Colin and Hugh were part of the band that rang a
quarter peal at Bletchingdon, which helped to nudge Gordon Smith
within single figures of his goal to reach 800 quarter peals!

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
Hugh Deam, Colin Taylor, Andy Dudley, Gordon Smith,
Steve Vickars (c), Christine Redford

It was a busy weekend of ringing at Old Marston, with another new
ringer starting out at our Friday evening e »
practice, where we put the singles into &
St Julian Doubles with a view to adding the method into our Sunday morning quarter
peal for the first time. Saturday afternoon saw our band ring for a wedding, where
the wedding car was a classic exemplar of a vintage bridal conveyance.

Our pre-service Sunday morning quarter peal commenced with the aforementioned
St Julian Doubles and ended with St Swithin Doubles (Antelope with Antelope bobs
and Grandsire singles) which we forgot to include last week, an oversight we can
blame on the lack of rain which meant nobody was talking about that day this year!




Sunday 26" July. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 18mv.
St Julian, Plain Bob, St Simon's, Mattersey, Dunham on Trent,
St Osmund, St John Damascene, Alice in Wonderland, Grandsire, Reverse Canterbury, Cadsmead, All
Saints, Goodwin, St Cuthbert, Clayton, Cavendish, Antelope, St Swithin

Jane Hedges, Ailsa Reid, Andrea Rowley, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby
25th quarter peal at Old Marston this year.

The latest Daytime Doubles Morning Practice took place at Bletchingdon on Wednesday 22" July.

Steve Vickars writes:
Seven students and nine helpers came to the latest Doubles Daytzme practtce Christine trebled to touches of Plam
Bob Doubles and Minor, plus inside to Plain Bob Doubles.
Judith called two touches of Plain Bob, moving from a 60
seamlessly to a 120. Julie rang inside to touches of
Antelope Place. Hamish rang inside to touches of PB Minor
and Grandsire. Sue rang the three and then the two to
touches of PB Doubles. Jan trebled to a plain course and
then a touch of PB Doubles, finishing with a plain course
with bells 2 and 3 swapped over.

Our helpers also rang a course of St Julian Doubles, namely
Antelope Place Doubles with automatic bobs. At half-time / ‘
we had our obligatory team photo. Thank you everyone. A good practice with plenty of progress in evidence.

On Tuesday 28" July, it was a long awaited return to the beautifully appomted
church in Englefield, just north of Theale in Berkshire, a § : 55
tower we last rang at as part of our outing back in July

2016. This time it was for a quarter peal, and the
morning was well worth the wait, not just the ten year
gap, but also the wait since our booking of the the bells
was placed back in the April.  This was a first quarter
peal on the bells for all of the band, a first on eight bells

for Steve, and Colin Taylor's 200th quarter peal, so a
memorable morning already, before taking the discrete

jewels of this ancient estate village into
account. Created on the site of a 9th
. century battlefield where the Angles
defeated the Danes, the Estate has long been administered by the
philanthropic Benyon family. Today, it is a collective of farms,
woodland, parkland, commercial and residential properties, with the
great house outwardly possessing great similarities to Highclere
Castle. As with its "Downton Abbey" near neighbour, the Elizabethan
manor house here has been a prized location for the streaming giants
of late, with Disney, Apple, Warner Bros and Netflix (The Crown), plus & } : L
: ITV (Endeavour and Unforgotten) all fllmlng here anng with the X-
Men franchise of films and The King's Speech. Sadly, unlike our last
visit, on this occasion the extensive herd of deer wasn't in evidence in
the parkland bordering the church, but the lake did have an extensive
gaggle of geese resting up around it. As with our previous visit, we
also had pre-reserved a table at the suitably elegant tearoom on the
estate, just a short walk from the church.

Tuesday 28" July. St Mark’s, Englefield. 1260 Grandsire Triples:

Michael Probert, Alison Felton, Bridget Taylor, Colin Taylor, Alison
Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam, Paul Lucas, Steve Bardsley




