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               Saturday 2nd August – edition no: 315   

  Following the great success of "An Afternoon with Steve Coleman" held at Bletchingdon last year, Saturday 

19th July saw his companion 

piece, "All Jangle and Riot", 

held at St Mary's church, 

Witney, the organisation of 

which was due in a most 

significant part to the 

painstaking efforts of Ruth 

Leatherdale.   Just like at 

Bletchingdon, there was a full 

house by way of an audience, 

even with the significantly 

increased size of auditorium.  

 

 

This was not just a talk or a lecture, but a veritable  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

performance, with half a dozen local ringers involved in reading from various historic newspaper cuttings relating 

to the recounted famous or infamous bell-related incidents of the past few centuries. There were plenty of stalls 

to visit throughout the afternoon, plus refreshments galore, and ringing before and afterwards. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 20th July quarter peals were rung at Old Marston and St Giles.  

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (20m/v): 

Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Hugh Deam (c), Benjamin Poole 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major: 

Andrew Spicer, Craig Robertson (c), Alison Felton, Stuart Flockton, Caroline Flockton,  

Catherine Lane, Stephen Everett, John Pusey 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  

On Wednesday 23rd July, Hugh was happy to help out with 

being part of the band for a quarter peal of Reverse Canterbury 

Doubles at Bletchingdon which was a first in method for tower 

ringer, Julie Penny. 
 

 

 

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure  

Place Doubles: 
 

 

 

 

Steve Vickars, Julie Penny, Hugh Deam, Sue McCouaig,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Christine Redford 

  



 Even though it's undoubtedly the "holiday season", we nevertheless managed to put together a full weekend of 

ringing, starting with 

our practice at Old 

Marston on Friday 

evening, where we had 

a new prospective 

ringer taking their first 

foray into the back and 

hand strokes.   On 

Saturday afternoon, 

our combined band 

drawn from four different towers travelled to Chearsley for a quarter peal, which 

acted as a herald for the sold out Music for a Summer's Night concert that was 

shortly due to be held in the church, with the bunting already going up as we 

arrived.   Chearsley was the first tower of our first Ringing Outing after the long 

Covid lay-off, when we rang here back in March 2023, although 

this was the first quarter peal at the tower for all of the band.   

As is often the case with our out and about quarter peals, our 

band was a new configuration, with Joy Blanchard and Kathy Xu 

not having rung together in a quarter peal before, but the 

pacing was soon grooved in like an established team.  Everyone 

enjoyed the excellent Chearsley bells, and it was good that 

Peter was able to get a short touch of Grandsire after the 

quarter to go some way to make up for missing out on the 

quarter peal, and he also took our group photo.   After the 

quarter, we headed back to the centre of the village, where the 

quintessential English thatched pub - The Bell Inn - has been 

situated, overlooking the village green, since the 16th century, 

and on this sunny afternoon we were able to avail ourselves of the table and seating on the green to relax and 

enjoy our various refreshment. By way of coincidence, a Facebook 

Memory from Alison Merryweather-Clarke, recalling this week 

back in 2017 popped up a 

couple of days previously, 

which emanates from the 

very successful weekday 

Summer Outing to the North 

Cotswolds organised by 

Colin Taylor.   The group 

photo taken outside 

Stanway church shows Kathy 

with her swimming coach, 

Professor Chi, who was a record holder over 200m in China back in 1961.   The main group photo was taken 

outside the church at Woolstone and is available to view on the Outings page on the Oxford City Branch 

website, along with other photos of the day. 
 

 

Saturday 26th July.  St Nicholas, Chearsley.   

1260 Doubles 11m/v: 

Joy Blanchard, Alison Felton (c), Kathy Xu,  

Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c), Colin Taylor 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The following morning, Kathy rang an inside bell again at Marston.   
 

 

 

 

Sunday 27th July  St Nicholas, Old Marston.  

 1260 Doubles 15m/v: 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Kathy Xu, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c) 


