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On Monday 21st September, twenty-three years after our last quarter peal here and a year longer since our last Outing visit, 

it was a pleasure to return to East Claydon in order ring a quarter peal, which was only the 16th recorded quarter on the 

bells.    The church is a Restoration era rebuilding of its predecessor, which was demolished during the English Civil War, but 

still comprises elements from as early as the 13th century.    The original five bells of 1752 were retuned and rehung in 1992, 

when the current treble was added. The village hall also has a bell-tower, 

which is known locally as "The 

Mushroom", and the centre of the 

village has a thatched tree with 

seating around the base.   From the 

most easterly of the four Claydon 

villages we drove to Claydon House, 

which is in Middle Claydon, and the 

ancestral home of the Verney family 

since 1620 and most noted for its 

association with Florence 

Nightingale, whose sister Parthenhope was married to Sir Harry Verney.     

The interior of the house is famed for its Rococo architecture, but equally so for the suite of rooms given over to Florence 

amidst her nursing work during the Crimean 

War, with the house currently having added 

popularity due to its use as a location on the 

hit Netflix series Bridgerton.   Our ringing 

excursions always try to include a satisfying, 

and hopefully memorable, lunch venue, and 

on what was our 28th venture of 2026, the 

Phoenix Kitchen, situated in the Courtyard, 

most definitely qualified as one of the most 

prestige settings we have taken in to this 

point.    A great deal of the ingredients in 

their food offerings are from their kitchen garden within the grounds of the Estate, along with homemade pressed apple 

juice and coffee roasted on site.   Instead of just getting straight in our cars to 

head home after lunch, there was the opportunity to take a short stroll past a 

number of grazing sheep down to Claydon Lake, which was teeming with 

avian activity (heron, little egrets, gulls, swans, and various types of geese  

en masse, etc, along with several flittering dragonflies at their patternistic best 

at the perimeter of the lake.    

 

 

 

 

Monday 21st September.  St Mary’s, East Claydon.   1260 Doubles 10mv:   

St Simon's, St Martin's, St Nicholas, Reverse Canterbury, Southrepps, 

Clifford's Pleasure, Plain Bob, Kennington, Black Knight, Grandsire 

 

 

 

 

 Colin Taylor, Andrea Rowley, Michael Probert, 

 Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

  

 Another busy week of ringing continued on Wednesday 23rd September, 

with another full two-hour Daytime Doubles practice at Bletchingdon.  
 

 

 

 

 

There were significant forward strides for all the students, with Jan taking 

the step up from trebling Plain Bob to ringing an inside bell, plus Christine 

and John both ringing observation bell in touches of Plain Bob.   We had 

enough helpers to ring touches of Antelope, St Martin's and St Nicholas, all 

of which Liping was able to ring inside and affected.   Near the end of the 

session our helpers rang a short touch of Stedman with Christine tenoring. 

  



  

 On Sunday 27th September, quarter peals were rung at Old Marston and St Giles.   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

 

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 17mv:    

St Simon's, Cassington, St Catherine, St Martin's, St Peter, Olympic, St Nicholas, St Thomas, Winchendon, St Luke,  

St Remigius, St Chrysostom, Reverse Canterbury, Nightingale, Antelope, Shot on both Sides, Stopped with Horses   

 

 

 

Judith Kirby, Ailsa Reid, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu  
 

 

 

Rung prior to morning service, and as a birthday compliment to Judith Kirby, who has now rung over 1000 quarter peals.  

We included three method variations that we haven't featured before in our quarter peals, with Old singles calls in  

most of the methods. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.   1280 Cambridge Surprise Major: 

Craig Robertson (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Andrew Spicer, Caroline Flockton, Joy Blanchard,  

Catherine Lane, Stuart Flockton, John Pusey   

 

 

 

 Celebrating the reopening of the Botley Road!    

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 29th September our rescheduled quarter peal at Stanford in the Vale took place under sunny, but temperate, 

skies, as opposed to the searing 

heat of nearly the hottest day of 

the summer back in late June when 

it was originally pencilled to 

happen.   As a bonus, the deferral 

meant that we were able to utilise 

it as a first in method quarter for 

Dan Neal.   Although we had 

previously rung at Stanford as part 

of our outings, most recently in 

2016, this was our first quarter peal on the bells. 
 

 

 

Our lunchtime venue 

for this morning was 

the Stanford Coffee Shop, handily located, a short walk from the 

church, which also proved well worth the wait, having similarly been 

on the programme for June. The business opened some five years 

ago, and unanimously became another lunch-time favourite to go 

high up on our 

recommended list. 

Besides the food and 

drink there is a 

wealth of locally 

made craft items on 

sale, along with regular workshops and book launches being hosted here, 

hence a fitting conclusion to our day out. 
 

 

 

 

 St Denys, Stanford in the Vale.   1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Ruth Leatherdale, Bridget Taylor, Michael Probert, Alison Felton,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Dan Neal, Hugh Deam, Steve Bardsley 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

The following day we received a message from the Tower Captain, Jackie O' Hagan, who had informed us on the evening, 

prior to the quarter peal, that a former ringer at the tower, Philip Tapley had passed away on Monday morning and hoped 

that we might be able to add a dedication to the quarter peal.    Philip's daughter had emailed Jackie and asked to have her 

appreciation for our quarter peal forwarded to us:   “It was a lovely way to honour Dad, a former church warden and 

 bellringer at St Denys, and I would like to thank the ringers so much”. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-__   

 

 

 Another ‘first’ came about last Thursday, on this occasion for our ringing colleague from Kirtlington,  

Christine Redford, who notched up her first peal that morning. 
 

 

 Thursday 1st October.   St Giles, Bletchingdon.   5040 Doubles 6mv:    

Stedman, April Day, St Simon's, St Martin's, Plain Bob, Grandsire 

 

Catherine Lane, Susan Rhodes, Rosemary Hemmings, Alison Lee, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Christine Redford 

 

 

 

Congratulations Christine, from us all! 


