
                                    

 

 

                                                                   ProdProdProdProduced by Hugh Deamuced by Hugh Deamuced by Hugh Deamuced by Hugh Deam    and and and and Paul LucasPaul LucasPaul LucasPaul Lucas     

            

 

 

              

                     

 

 

               Wednesday 4th March – edition no: 330  
 

 

 

 

On Friday 20th February we had six people from our Midweek Group travelling over to Long Wittenham to ring a 

quarter peal of Plain Bob Minor, our first 

visit to the bells for a quarter since our 

only other time, way back in 1992.  

Indeed, this was only the fifth ever logged 

quarter peal on the bells.   We were also 

pleased to be able to provide relatively 

new ringer, Jane Donald from Iffley – but 

who lives in nearby Dorchester – the 

opportunity to ring up a bell in peal, do 

some plain hunting and ring down in peal 

with us either side of the quarter.  The 

bells here are rung from the ground floor, and were rehung and retuned in 2021, 

and this was a first time on the bells for most of the band.   Some good rope 

guiding makes this ground floor ring less intimidating than in the past, plus 

distinctive sallies and a six fish-shaped (probably kippers!) rope "spider".   The conducting was shared between  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison and Peter, with Ruth notching up her eightieth quarter peal, and Dan his third of Plain Bob Minor on an 

inside bell.   Our original plan for a short drive to Dorchester for 

brunch were elongated by the still flooded road between 

Wittenham and Clifton Hampden, but we still made our slightly 

amended table reservation time at The Snug, a beautifully 

converted barn that previously used to house tractors, and which 

is set amidst an Alpaca farm.  

 

St Mary the Virgin, Long Wittenham. 1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

 

 

 

Ruth Leatherdale, Alison Felton (c), Hugh Deam,  

Dan Neal, Steve Bardsley, Peter Felton (c) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The following morning, four of Fridays’ band reconvened at Charlton on 

Otmoor, where it had been a mere seven years since our last visit for a 

quarter peal.   Of particular note inside the church is the fine 16th century 

rood screen, which is topped with a large wooden cross covered in greenery.   

The cross is redecorated twice a year, on 1st May and 19th September, with 

the May Day decoration of small crosses and flower garlands being led by 

children from the local school.   Our quarter peal helped reach some more 

notable achievements, with Dan reaching 50 quarter peals and Andrea her 

100th, since resuming ringing in 2023.     



Liping also took her total to five in different towers quarter pealed, this being her fourth new tower since 

November.    As the pub opposite the church didn't open until 2.00pm, we took a shortish drive to the  

outskirts of Bicester where we had lunch at Esquires in Graven Hill, 

which was still as popular an establishment as it was when we last 

called in two years ago after our quarter peal at Launton. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 21st February.  St Marys, Charlton on Otmoor. 

1260 Doubles 12m/v:  Winchendon, St Nicholas, St Giles,  

St Simon's, Barnevelder, Plain Bob, Windrush, Denton,  

Reverse Canterbury, Orange Juice, Clifford's Pleasure, Grandsire  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liping Liu, Andrea Rowley (c), Ruth Leatherdale (c),  

Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 The following day quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston: 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Sunday 22nd February.   St Giles, Oxford.  1250 Yorkshire Surprise Major: 

 

 

 

Stephen Everett, Alison Felton, Joy Blanchard, Catherine Lane, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c),  

Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton, John Pusey 

 

 

 

 First of Yorkshire Surprise Major for Joy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 17m/v:    St Simon's, St Dionysius, St Matthew, St Martin's,  

St Oswald, Winchendon, Rushden, Higham Ferrers, Reverse Canterbury, Loughborough, Cadsmead, 

Plain Bob, Maclaurin, Mead, Grandsire, 75th Birthday: 

 

 

 

Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 

 

   Our quarter peal featured some more first time variations for us - Cadsmead, Maclaurin and St Matthew  

(St Simon's with Old singles and Plain Hunt), plus a couple more Northamptonshire locations (Higham Ferrers  

and Rushden) and the Leicestershire town of Loughborough.  

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 The annual Wolvercote WI Quiz took place on the Wednesday 

evening of 25th February, in their village hall, with some 20+ people, 

plus teams of 4 from the various parish organisations taking part, 

including the long-standing bellringers team (half Wolvercote and 

half Old Marston), and after several years of being merely in the 

conversation at the top of the final standings, this year the ringers 

climbed back to the summit, pipping the pub quiz quartet from The 

Plough, who are the other team to have won the trophy on multiple 

occasions in the 20 or so years the quiz has been running! 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

On the Saturday morning of 28th February, a band made up equally of Witney and Oxford ringers rang a quarter 

peal on the front six bells 

at Witney prior to the 

opening of Witney 

WedFest, one of the 

monthly Cotswold 

WedFests, which are a 

showcase for all facets 

surrounding the planning 

of a wedding.  
 

As we exited the 

churchyard we got a 

chance to see the (probably 1930s) Rolls Royce and its picnic boot that was parked at the gate to  

welcome visitors to the wedding fair.  



Thank you to Ruth for making the arrangements for us to do this quarter peal, thus furnishing Joy with her first 

ring on these bells.  The quarter peal sailed along without any alarms, but finding a café along Market Square 

with an unoccupied table afterwards was more of a challenge, one which we finally met at the Como Lounge, 

where we shared three different slabs of cake along with hot drinks.   

 

 

 

 

St Mary the Virgin, Witney.  1260 Doubles 3m:  Plain Bob, St Simon's, Grandsire 

Michael Probert, Joy Blanchard, Ruth Leatherdale (c), Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Andrew Goldthorpe 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 1st March quarter peals were rung at St Giles, and Old Marston. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.   1250 Turramurra Surprise Major: 

Craig Robertson, Alison Felton, Simon Edwards, Stuart Flockton, Lindsay Powell,  

John Pusey, Christopher Mundy (c), Peter Felton       

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

   

St Nicholas, Old Marston.    1260 Doubles 16mv:   St Osmund, St Patrick, St Anthony, Eynesbury,  

Ulcombe, Alcester, As You Like It, Plain Bob, Rhyd y Creuau, Betws y Coed, Reverse Canterbury,  

St David, Abertelfi, Llewelyn, Grandsire, Caerfyddin    

 

 

 

Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Steve Davies (c), Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 

 

   As it was St David's Day we included several variations with Welsh connotations in our quarter peal, with Andrea 

and Steve appropriately taking a share of conducting, plus we also included St Patrick a couple of weeks early,  

along with a couple of other variations we were taking on for the first time, St Anthony and Ulcombe 

 (taking its name from a village in Kent). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 27th February, the ringers from Headington went out for a 

late Christmas meal!  It’s always difficult to get an opportunity for all 

the ringers to be available at the same time to celebrate Christmas, 

so it’s become a tradition that we meet up in February instead.     

 

 

    

The newly refurbished Six Bells pub in Headington Quarry – recently 

under new management, was the perfect venue for 11 of our regular 

band to enjoy an excellent meal, which was enjoyed by all! 

Paul Lucas. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 

The Oxford City Branch AGM is being held at 2.00pm this coming Saturday 7th March at  

St Nicholas Church, Old Marston.  This will be followed by a Branch Practice.  All welcome! 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

Saturday 21st March  

Hugh's 40th Anniversary Outing to South Buckinghamshire towers 

(by minibus and car) 

 

 

 

10.30am Hitcham (6) St Mary.  6cwt.   SL1 7DP 

12.00noon Burnham (8) St Peter.  12cwt.    SL1 7HX 

 1.00pm lunch in Burnham 

 3.00pm Dorney (6) St James 7cwt.  SL4 6QR      

 4.30pm Bray (8) St Michael.  24cwt.  SL6 2UB  

 

 

(All towers are now confirmed) 

There are still two seats available on the minibus.   Contact Hugh if you are interested in travelling  

on the minibus:   hugh.deam@btinternet.com or call:  01865 247574 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Easter Monday, 6th April.  Open Practice with the Kirtlington ringers 

10.00am – 11.30am Kirtlington (8) SMV 16cwt.   OX5 3HF 


