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MARSTON UPDATE

Wednesday 4" December - edition no: 300

ringing colleagues all
gathering for a service
of Thanksgiving led by
Rev. Wealands Bell at
St Laurence in
Appleton. There were
ringers assembled
from nearly every City
Branch tower, plus
several ringers from towers in other neighbouring Branches.
There were two stints of call changes rung on the ten bells  § il - :
after the service, prior to nearly everyone congregating at the nearby pub, The Plough, for an hour or
so of appreciative reminiscence of Bernard, with his twin brother, Roger over an assemblage of cakes and
other warming sustenance.
The quarter peal on the Appleton bells was still in full flow as the proceedings drew to a close.
St Laurence, Appleton. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Michele Winter, Elizabeth Mullett, Lindsay Powell, Catherine Lane,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Dana Josephson, John Pusey, Paul Lucas

We received a number of emails in response to the news about Bernard in the previous Update, including
from two of our good ringing friends, Alan Coates from Sydney, Australia and Sally Wale from Islip.
" just wanted to say how sorry | am to hear the sad news that Bernard has passed away. | rang several

times with him at Islip. | think he came with Roy Jones and Hugh, and nimbly climbed the stairs at Islip to the
ringing chamber. We were in awe at his capabilities”. Sally Wale

“Very sad to hear of Bernard's passing. [ have fond memories of ringing with him in Oxford over
many years.” Alan Coates.

Our quarter peal at Old Marston on the following Sunday morning of 24" November was also dedicated to
Bernard, as was the quarter peal at Iffley in the evening.
Sunday 24" November. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (21m/v):
Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid (c), Andrea Rowley (c), Martin King (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

St Mary'’s, Iffley. 1260 Doubles (5m):
Mary Carroll, Elizabeth Mullett, Jonathan Jones, Keith Godfrey, Steve Davies (c), Brian Todd

Other News

On Saturday 16™ November, a minibus ringing outing to Berkshire and Wiltshire towers was arranged by
Steve Everett, for members of 8-bell towers, Headington, and St Giles in Oxford, visiting towers with tenor
bells ranging from 4cwt to 23cwt. There was a range of ringing for all concerned, with alternation between

Cambridge, Yorkshire and Bristol Surprise Major, Grandsire and Stedman Triples, and Plain Hunting.




The churches, both modest in size and massive at
Lambourne (8), Avebury (8) Calne (10) Bishops
Canning (8) and Devizes i’ :
(8) were externally and
internally fascinating in
equal measure, with the
day providing plenty of
fun and good humour.
Well done to all!
Steve Everett.

A full report from Steve is to be found on the City Branch website:
http://www.oxfordcitybranch.org.uk/news.htm

Sunday 20" November. St Giles, Bletchingdon.
1260 Doubles (4m/v):
Colin Taylor, Steve Vickars, Paul Lucas, Gordon Smith,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam

The latest Daytime Practice at
Bletchingdon took place on
Wednesday 20 November, with a
concentration mainly on touches of
Plain Bob Minor, with a view to

B upcoming quarter peals for several
of the students. We were pleased to have been able to provide four helpers from Old Marston to assist
during the morning.

On the Friday evening of 29" November during the practice at
Old Marston, our vicar, Revd. Skye Denno presented Hugh with a
plaque detailing the quarter peal rung at Old Marston on Mothering
Sunday on Sunday 10" March, which was Hugh's 2,500th quarter
peal, and fittingly all of the band that day were on hand on Friday to
witness the plaque temporarily being placed on the front panel of




the pulpit before it will ultimately take its place up in the ringing chamber.

The original band (right): Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby
(Special thanks must go to Simon King for doing such a good job in producing the plaque for Hugh!)

Sunday 1* December. St Mary's, Iffley. 1260 Doubles (4m/v):
Mary Carroll, Susan King, Keith Godfrey, Steve Bardsley, Stephen Davis, Andrew Honey

(Rung in celebration of the forthcoming civil partnership of Jane Eagan and Andrew Honey
on 3" December 2024. Also the first quarter peal for Andrew)

Quarter Peals marking Advent Sunday were rung at St Giles in Oxford and Old Marston:
Sunday 1% December. St Giles, Oxford. 1264 Plain Bob Major:
Craig Robertson (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Spain, Austin Dunn,
Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton, John Pusey, Jacob Hubbard

Sunday 1% December. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 14m/v:
Judith Kirby, Lydia Poole (c), Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c), Michael Haynes

You may have noticed that this is the 300th edition of
the ‘Marston Update’ and, as in the 200th edition back £
in May 2021, which featured a photo of the very first
Marston ringers outing back in 1951, then this time
we're featuring the 300th Outing organised, or jointly
organised by Hugh, with a group photo taken outside
St Nicholas church, Islip in August 2015!

Upcoming Event:

The latest Oxford City Branch Practice is happening
this coming Saturday - 7" December, at
Wheatley (OX33 1LZ) from 10.30am - 12.00 noon.

Once again, this is open to ringers of all abilities, so
please come along. Everyone is welcome!
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