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               Thursday 5th February – edition no: 328   

Our friends in the Bicester Branch have enjoyed a busy month of events during January, and Steve Vickars has 

kindly contributed a report on their visit to Taylor's bell foundry and the Wassailing at Kirtlington. 

 

 

 

 

Steve Vickars writes:   

 

 

Sixteen ringers from Kirtlington, Ickford, Islip and Witney visited Taylor's Bell Foundry in Loughborough on 

Tuesday 20th January.     After watching a video in the visitor centre, Rob took us on a 90 minute tour of the foundry 

hall, tuning shop, 

carpenters, clappers and 

frame makers' stations.   

We learnt that Taylors 

make all aspects of bell 

infrastructure, with the 

exception of the clappers, 

which are forged elsewhere 

using a special process.    

An apprenticeship covers 

all aspects of bell making 

and hanging and takes five 

years to complete. 

Afterwards, we tried out the ring of 12 

light bells in the next door tower, 

finding the back eight reasonably easy 

to handle, while the front four definitely took some getting used to!    

After ringing down, we were joined by some senior Taylors' staff and a 

new apprentice and rang some Plain Hunt on six for the new apprentice to 

watch.   Our day ended with a very nice lunch at the Priory, 

Loughborough, organised by Julie. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

Wassail Hand Bells 

 

 

Following our successful exploits at ringing Christmas carols on hand bells at Lincroft Meadow care home and for 

the Kirtlington Carol Service just before Christmas, our hand bell ringers took on the challenge of practising 

Wassail songs on fourteen bells, including a new tune for 

us "here we come a-wassailing", which has a tricky time 

signature change between the verse and chorus.     

We took our bells to the Kirtlington Wassail celebration on 

Sunday 24th January, which was well attended by villagers 

and visitors, where we rang three songs with 

accompanying harmonies at the start. 

Afterwards, we joined in with the Wassail ceremony word, 

songs and Morris Dancing, where Liping danced three sets 

with the Morris team! 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter Peals were rung at Cowley and St Giles on the last full weekend of January.  

 

 

 

Saturday 24th January.   St James, Cowley.  1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor: 

 

 

Elizabeth Mullett, Tracey Cooper, Joe Norton, Craig Robertson, Lindsay Powell (c), Joy Blanchard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First quarter peal of Surprise Minor on an inside bell for Joy. 



Sunday 25th January.  St Giles, Oxford.   1312 Double Norwich Court Bob Major: 

 

 

Stephen Everett, Catherine Lane, Alison Felton, Craig Robertson (c), 

Lindsay Powell, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

Our latest midweek quarter peal saw our band, comprising ringers from three different Branches, travel up to the 

tower of St Mary the Virgin, North Aston, which we last visited in May 2016 as 

part of an Outing organised for us by Peter Trowles from Kidlington.   Those of 

you who have rung the bells here will most probably recall the close proximity of 

the tower to the Jacobean period North Aston Hall, being located amidst the 194-

acre estate overlooking the Cherwell Valley. This was a first time ringing on these 

bells for all but Alison and Hugh, for whom this was their 200th quarter peal 

together, and Alison's 1750th on real bells.   Amongst the asymmetric methods, the 

variation of St Mary was included to denote the dedication of the church here.  

The other variations were all ones which are documented as being first rung at  

St Nicholas, Old Marston back in 

the 1940s and 1960s.     
 

 

 

For those who are not yet aware 

of just how adjacent the house 

and church tower are, then a photo from our 2016 visit  

should provide a satisfactory illustration (above).     

 

 

Afterwards, we took the short drive to Nicholson's Nurseries, 

on the southern fringe of the village, where they also have their 

"Tiny Cafe" and it's Secret Garden, fortunately covered, and 

where we enjoyed our various hot drinks. 

 

 

 

 

St Mary the Virgin, North Aston.  1260 Doubles 12m/v:   St Nicholas, St Mary, St Martin's, St Simon's, 

Plain Bob, St Saviour, Kennington, Avon, Trent, Reverse Canterbury, Marston, Grandsire: 

 

 

 

Liping Liu, Steve Bardsley, Colin Taylor, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam (c), Christine Redford 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-    

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 1st February, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston. 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Plain Bob Major: 

 

 

 

 

Craig Robertson, Catherine Lane, Aden Tang, Joy Blanchard, Stephen Everett, 

Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton, John Pusey 

 

 

 

 

First quarter peal of Major inside on tower bells for Aden and Joy. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles:    Eynesbury, Candlemas, St Martin's, Olympic, Twilight,  

St Simon's, Barnevelder, Eternal, Plain Bob, Snowdrop, Shepherd's Pie, Reverse Canterbury, Bach, 

Grandsire, Old Growler: 

 

 

 

Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Steve Davies, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu 

 

 

 

 

   Candlemas (Eynesbury with Old singles) was marked in our quarter peal, along with the upcoming Olympics  

(St Martin's with Old singles).   As the nights are drawing back we started the quarter peal around Twilight  

(St Martin's with Grandsire, wallflower and Antelope singles). With the snowdrops now out around the village that 

was also on the list (Plain Bob with RC and pinks bobs), a warming Shepherd's Pie (Plain Bob with Shepherd’s Pie 

and RC bobs) was also on the menu, and washed down with Old Growler (Grandsire with St Juliana bobs). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

Plans are moving along for our Spring Outing on Saturday 21st March.   Richard Bennett has booked a  

17-seater minibus and the first two towers have been confirmed, with options available for lunch venues.  

The first tower at 10.30, is St Mary’s, Hitcham, (SL1 7DP), which has parking outside the church.    

We rang a quarter peal here last April (Update Issue 308).    Then at 12.00noon we are at St Peter’s, Burnham, 

(SL1 7HX), where the Old Five Bells pub is located across the road, and an excellent Coffee and Tea House, 

just a couple of minutes’ walk away.     

 

 

 

 

Please contact Hugh if you are interested in reserving a seat on the minibus.  (hugh.deam@btinternet.com) 


