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On Monday 15" June we took a band across to the elegant Buckinghamshire village of
Weston Turville, which we last visited as part of an outing in 2024, but sadly on
this occasion, we
weren't able to
score a quarter
peal.

There had been
an initial problem
in that the person

letting us in had

- forgotten about it, and much chasing around
ensued to av0|d a lock-out, so we were up against time from the start, )
which is never a good precursor| By way of compensation there was still our latest Iunch venue to look forward
24 : X ; s to, situated within the Chiltern View Garden Centre, on the A413
between Aylesbury and Wendover. Besides the plentiful outdoor
seating for the restaurant, it was the two over-sized benches that really
caught the eye. Although we had reserved a table for the regular
restaurant area, which is itself garlanded with plenty of blossom, we
had a delightful bonus in being given a table in the room reserved for
afternoon teas, The Ivy Garden, which was something of a paean to
floriography and certainly lived up to its name.

This proved another venue to add to the list of lunch locations at
the top end of our now long list!

Steve Vickars writes:

The latest Daytime Doubles Practice took place at Bletchingdon
on the Wednesday morning of 17" June, with five students and
nine helpers in attendance, where once again the progress made
by our students was very much in evidence, and where all the
methods rung during the session, with the exception of Stedman
Doubles, were called as touches. It was also great to see some
helpers returning after a longer absence, who remarked on the
significant progress made by the students.

Sunday 21* June saw quarter peals rung at St Giles, Oxford and Old Marston.

St Giles, Oxford. 1296 Little Bob Major:
Craig Robertson (c), Andrew Spicer, Alison Felton, Lindsay Powell, Catherine Lane,
Stuart Flockton, John Pusey, Stephen Everett

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 7mv: Reverse Canterbury, Southrepps, Plain Bob,
Kennington, Grandsire, St Helen, Antelope
Jane Hedges, Liping Liu, Andrea Rowley (c), Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

Given the onset of the heatwave we thought better of trying for a first Plain Bob Minor quarter peal for
Liping, instead opting for a quarter peal that more than doubled her most method variations in a quarter peal
on an inside bell.



Wednesday 24" June saw a quarter peal rung at Bletchingdon to mark the retirement as Tower Captaln of Sue
Pl Macready after 26 years service in the
N L‘ post. The band comprised fellow Bicester
it Branch ringers, plus Michael and Hugh
who have rung at Bletchingdon literally
hundreds of times. Our first Marston-led
quarter peal on the bells, organised by
the late Roy Jones, was in June 2001, with
the monthly Sunday morning quarters
beginning the following year, and it was
Sue who was always on hand to let us in.
After the quarter peal there was a Branch
Practice and there were plenty of ringers in attendance, including the former
Guild Ringing Master, Katie Lane, for the special presentation made to Sue.

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
Michael Probert, Julie Penny, Hugh Deam, Sue McCouaig,
Steve Vickars (c), Teresa Carter

The mid 90s Fahrenheit temperature at its height saw many ringing practices cancelled, with our weekday group
Triples QPA planned for Stanford in the Vale also having to be deferred until the autumn, although we were
able to hold a slightly shortened practice at Old Marston on Friday evening.

On Saturday, the annual Wolvercote Fete was another event to fall victim to the hot weather, meaning that their
bellringers weren't able to have their dumb-bell on show to give the Iocals a taster of ringing bells.

One scheduled event which did take place on Saturday afternoon [

was the cream teas party at North Hinksey church, which was ‘
also meant to serve as the opportunity for a special presentation
to their long-serving bellringing tower captain, Ray Rook, who
recently retired from the role, but unfortunately he was unable to
make an appearance. Nonetheless, we were able to put together
a full band of six to ring for the well-attended event, before
coming back downstairs for our free tea and cake, a group photo
and back up to the ringing chamber for a few more minutes
ringing and lowering in peal.

Sunday 28" June saw quarter peals rung at St Giles and Old Marston.

St Giles, Oxford. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Caroline Flockton, Joy Blanchard, Alison Felton, Andrew Spicer, Stephen Everett,
Simon Edwards, Stuart Flockton (c), Catherine Lane

Rung as an engagement compliment to ringers, Joy Blanchard and Zachary Di Lello.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 18mv. Stedman, Plain Bob, Norfolk, St Simon's, Rockingham,
St Sylvester, St Martin's, Little Harrowden, St Bernard, St Nicholas, Irthlingborough, St Remigius,
Overstone, Reverse Canterbury, Carbon, Sodium, Grandsire, Womelow Tump:

Andrea Rowley, Jane Hedges, Martin King (c), Maarit Kvilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

Having exhausted most of the volcano-named variations, we went back to a couple of the numerous variations with
names of elements that we haven't included before, Carbon and Sodium, plus a couple other seldom rung
variations, St Bernard and Overstone.



Our weekday quarter peals resumed on Monday 29" June, at a tower none of the band had ever rung at, let
alone attempted a quarter peal, the tower in question being All Saints.
Honington, set within a plcture perfect village more the size of a

hamlet, which is accessed @&
via a small 17" century
bridge that crosses the
River Stour in South
Warwickshire. The church is
situated next to the
grounds of the Manor
House, with several of the
: other properties on the
other side of the lane as you head toward the church fit to grace any
Jane Austen film or
television adaptatlon Magpie House belng particularly
quintessential.
The church bells
were refurbished
during the Covid
hiatus, but there
hadn't been any
quarter peals rung
on them since
> am 2022.  Afterwards,
it was a short drive down to the market town of Shipston on
Stour (WhICh has an aIternatlng practlce with Honington) and a
e reserved table for lunch at Sl S A
Mrs Brown's Tearoom, which we have V|5|ted before when weJomed the
Saturday morning practice at Shipston in the past.. It's very pleasing to
report that it's still one of the best tea rooms anywhere around!

All Saints, Honington. 1260 Doubles. Stedman, Plain Bob, Old,
Norfolk, Reverse Canterbury, St Columb, Grandsire:

Ruth Leatherdale, Bridget Taylor, Michael Probert,
Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu

south of Wantage, and the
lovely village of Letcombe
Regis, to a tower where the
steep ladder up to the
ringing chamber is still
unchanged, with health and
safety regulations requiring
ringers to fully ascend and
i & b s descend one at a time!
ThIS was a first visit for five of the band to a tower which has seen  §
our visiting band now score four of the total of the 11 quarter peals £
recorded on the bells since 1982. Afterwards, we enjoyed a welcome ‘brunch’ in the cooler surrounds of the
Court Hill Centre, situated just over a mile to the east of Letcombe Regis, close to the Ridgeway Trail.

Saturday 4" July. St Andrew’s, Letcombe Regis. 1260 Doubles 8mv. Reverse Canterbury,
Southrepps, Marston, Plain Bob, Kennington, Tichborne, Grandsire, Caerfyrddin

Liping Liu, Tertia Softley, Paul Lucas, Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Christine Redford



