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 Before we concentrate on all things 2026, we start with a last look at 

late 2025, with a particularly redolent photo we received from one of 

our long-distance away ringers who receive the Update, our good 

friend Jane Wilcock of Merstham in Surrey, which was taken on 

Sunday 2nd November as one of the entrants on the famous annual 

London to Brighton Veteran Car Run drove past St Katharine's church 

in Merstham whilst they were ringing! 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

    

 

 Then, during December, there were some highly impressive 

Christmas lights outside houses around the Oxford area, such as the  

house on St Peter's Road in Wolvercote which regularly goes full tilt on their decorations.   Also very distinctive  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

was the garden of a house in Springfield Road, Kidlington, which displayed another use for a classic VW Camper 

Van.    Another street – Vicarage Road in Kidlington, boasted every property having decorative lighting displays 

on their frontages, probably being more lit up than Blackpool sea front in the autumn, given these straightened 

times!    The other church in our parish of Old Marston is St Thomas of Canterbury in Elsfield, which was 

meanwhile bathed in the longer established illumination from a decorated tree in the churchyard. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 Iffley continued it's long tradition of ringing in the New Year on 

Wednesday night into Thursday morning, with half an hour of 

half-muffled ringing before midnight, then open-ringing after 

midnight, starting with the Westminster Chimes, followed by 

about 20 more minutes ringing before a brief celebratory drink  

and good conversation! 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later on New Year's Day, 

the Old Marston 

tradition – since 2001 

anyway – to mark the incoming year with a quarter peal on the first 

morning also continued, with a few lesser used variations included, plus 

a newbie to us, Equinoctial (Plain Bob with Pinks Bobs and Wallflower, 

Antelope and Old singles).    On a cold Bank Holiday morning there 

were no passers-by around to be cajoled into taking our group photo, 

so we had to settle for two photos of 5/6ths of the band! 

 



Thursday 1st January 2026.  St Nicholas, Old Marston. 

1260 Doubles 14m/v:    Stedman, St Nicholas, Bidford on Avon, Huntley, Great Billing, St Simon's,  

Stoke Doyle, Plain Bob,Grieg, Equinoctial, Worthington, Reverse Canterbury, Marlow, Grandsire: 

 

 

 

Susan King, Andrea Rowley, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

Then at midday there was a special New Year's Day practice at St Mary’s, Kirtlington, which Hugh was able to 

attend after the Old Marston proceedings had ended. 

 

 

Steve Vickars reports:  We had a great turnout of thirteen people for our ringing in the New Year at Kirtlington.  

We raised the back four bells, followed by the front four, and 

then rang rounds and call changes on eight a few times, followed 

by two touches of Plain Bob Doubles, with Liping on two and 

Christine on treble.  Emily and Caroline joined us for two sets of 

rounds and call changes on four and six bells, showing great 

promise under Charlie's expert tuition.    We also rang plain hunt 

on seven, with John, Christine, Julie and Liping inside, called by 

Judith, then call changes on eight called by Charlie, with Jan on 

two.   We had the obligatory photo taken by Hazel, and enjoyed 

a bottle of a premier champagne, Veuve Clicquot  (kindly 

provided by Jo), a non-alcoholic alternative, sausage rolls and brie and cranberry tarts.      

A very Happy New Year to you all! 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 Our second quarter peal of the year at St Nicholas was clocked up on Friday evening, with Ruth and Dan ringing 

their first multi-method quarter peal, both being on inside bells, and 

Liping ringing her first quarter peal with us at Old Marston.    
 

 

Afterwards, we had a truncated practice, concentrating on methods 

most useful to the ringers at this time, so touches of Stedman for 

Dan and  Ruth, Plain Bob Minor for Ruth to conduct and Liping to 

treble, as well as touches of Reverse Canterbury for Liping on an 

inside bell, and a dry-run of a couple of the method variations 

scheduled for our Sunday quarter peal. 
 

 

Friday 2nd January 2026.   St Nicholas, Old Marston. 

1260 Doubles 9m/v:  Reverse Canterbury, Southrepps, Marston, 

Plain Bob, Kennington, Tichborne, April Day, Salwarpe, Grandsire: 

Andrea Rowley, Ruth Leatherdale, Dan Neal, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam, Liping Liu 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday 4th January saw quarter peals rung at St Giles and St Nicholas.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.   1260 Cambridge Surprise Minor: 

Stephen Everett, Aden Tang, Craig Robertson (c), Catherine Lane, Marc Jones, John Pusey 

 Congratulations to Aden for his first quarter peal of Surprise Minor. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles 16m/v:  Stedman, St Nicholas, The Old Year Now Away Is Fled, 

The New Year It Is Entered, Baldon, St Simon's, Graffiti, Nice Day Out In the Van, Plain Bob,  

Rhyd-y-Creuau, Betws-y-Coed, Reverse Canterbury, Llewellyn, St Adwena, St Augustine, Garsington    

 

 

 

 Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Steve Davies, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Martin King 

 

 

 

 

 This quarter peal included a couple of New Year associated variations obtainable from a St Nicholas base method, 

three Welsh associated variations and Garsington, which is St Augustine with a mixture of wallflower singles 

 and Plain Bob and Reverse Canterbury plain leads.  

********************* 


