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                Friday 8th March – edition no: 283 

On Saturday 24th February, our first weekend outing of 2024 took place, with a first wholly out of county itinerary 

since 2019, travelling east 

to three towers in 

Buckinghamshire. We 

were extremely fortunate 

with the weather, 

especially in that this was 

our first outing in a winter 

month for many years. 

This was a first visit to 

Weston Turville, a 

ground floor ring of six 

bells, which can take some time to adapt to.   Our previous visit to Wendover was 20 years ago, prior to its 

augmentation to an eight bell tower.   Immediately, everyone felt more at home and confident enough to ring  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to the level of their regular 

towers.   There was just about 

everything that one could hope for as a ringing location, easy to ring bells, plenty of room in the chamber, a 

church with a blend of 

history, archetectonics and 

modern functionality.   The 

same could be said about 

the town itself, with plenty 

of lunch locations all within 

a short walk along the 

compact High Street.   Our 

final tower, Ellesborough, 

has previously been a 

quarter peal destination for 

us, but this was our first visit for general ringing.   The church, with its elongated tower, stands at the western 

foot of Beacon Hill, with the prime ministerial residence of Chequers directly adjacent to the far side of the hill. 

The ringing chamber contains some specially crafted accoutrements to ringing, such as a keysafe and bell-ties. 
 

 

 

(This outing and the one on Tuesday 13th February are both now detailed on the  

Oxford City Branch website ‘Outings’ page) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

The following day, quarter peals were rung at St Giles, Old Marston and Cuddesdon. 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 25th February.  St Giles, Oxford.  1312 Bristol Surprise Major: 
 

 

 

 

Caroline Flockton, Catherine Lane, David Thomas (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Lindsay Powell,  

Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton, Jonathan Mills  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday 25th February.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (13m/v): 
 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

All Saints, Cuddesdon.  1296 Norwich Surprise Minor: 

 

 

 

 

Lindsay Powell, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Caroline Flockton, Catherine Lane, Stuart Flockton,  

John Hughes D'Aeth (c) 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This Sunday just gone, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston.  

 

 

 

Sunday 3rd March.  St Giles, Oxford. 1344 Rutland Surprise Major: 

Andrew Goldthorpe, Alison Felton, Catherine Lane, Caroline Flockton, Craig Robertson (c), Lindsay Powell,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Felton 

(This was our good friend from Witney, Andrew's first quarter peal, trebling to Surprise Major) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Also, on Sunday afternoon we held another focussed practice at Old Marston, this time concentrating on 

Stedman, Plain & Little Bob Minor and St Clements, with a goodly number of requested Minor methods also 

rung - Double Oxford, Single Oxford and Double Bob.    

A particular ‘well done’ to Lydia for calling the spliced Plain and Little 

Bob Minor so assuredly, Martin for ringing his first Stedman, Ruth for 

moving forward decisively in St Clements and touches of PB Minor 

(plus providing more delicious cupcakes) and Alison, Peter, Colin and 

Steve for their invaluable support. Straight afterwards we rang a 

quarter peal prior to Evensong, with Martin raising his most method 

variations in a quarter from 3 to 18.    

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (18m/v): 

Jane Hedges, Hugh Deam (c), Maarit Kivilo (c), Steve Davies,  

Martin King, Judith Kirby 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meanwhile, over in Australia, Paul has been busy ringing quarter peals!   Paul writes: 
 

I’m just coming towards the end of another long trip round Australia, where I’ve been to Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane, 

Sydney, Cairns and now Port Douglas.  While I was in Perth, I was very 

grateful to the ringers there for organizing a quarter peal for me on  

16th February, at Claremont (6), south-west of Perth. 

1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor 
 

 

Brenda Davies, Josephine Horton, Paul Lucas, Michael Collinson,  

Vicki Greenhalgh, Ian Harris (c) 

(Brenda and Josephine were also over from the UK) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(After that we all went out 

for a ‘celebration’ meal!) 
 
 

 

 

 

The second quarter peal was rung in Sydney, at St Philip’s Church 

Hill on 3rd March, to the memory of the very well-known ringer,  

Tom Goodyer, who very sadly passed away aged 96.  Tom was known, 

not only in Australia, but also here in the UK for being instrumental in 

bringing bell-ringing to Australia many years ago.   If you look on Bell 

Board,, you will see many entries dedicated to Tom. 

 

 

 

 

 

1260 Grandsire Doubles. 

Sally Nichols, Marylon Coates, Mary Symes, Paul Lucas, Lindsay Small (c), Taihei Baker 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Event 
10.00am-11.30am.  1st April - Easter Monday.  SMV Kirtlington (8) (14cwt) 

Ringing Morning – open to all abilities 

(Please email Hugh for more information if you are interested) 


