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               Monday 9th June – edition no: 312   

On Sunday 25th May quarter peals were rung at Old Marston and St Giles. 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (16m/v): 

Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges, Michael Haynes, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

Congratulations to Kathy for now having rung 100 quarter peals on our Old Marston bells, and our thanks to her 

for assisting us so often with our Sunday morning quarter peals since 2014. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Lessness Surprise Major: 

Jacob Hubbard (c), Stuart Flockton, Alison Felton, Caroline Flockton, Lindsay Powell,  

Craig Robertson, Peter Felton, John Pusey 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 28th May, our latest midweek quarter pealing location was Northamptonshire, this time making a 

full day of it, with a morning and 

afternoon quarter peal and lunch 

sandwiched in between.  We took in two 

6-bell towers in the south of the county, 

firstly at Helmdon and then nearby 

Greatworth, both in the Culworth 

Branch of the Peterborough Diocesan 

Guild.   Helmdon is situated on the River 

Tove and has buildings highly 

characteristic of the county, especially the 

rose-clad cottages on the road leading 

towards the church.   This quarter peal saw us take the opportunity to get Dan his second quarter peal of Plain 

Bob Minor.   The second quarter saw three of the band share the 

conducting duties, and we would like to thank Rosemary for stepping 

in to ring at both towers at short 

notice.   In keeping with our run of 

idiosyncratic lunch venues this year, 

we made for the ‘Hole in the Hedge’ 

and its eye-catching setting within 

the grounds of the Greatworth Hall 

Estate.  The demesne is now a 

family-run farm incorporating arable 

and livestock, plus a business park 

and education centre with a Christian ethos.   We had reserved tables in one of the discerningly furnished cabins 

that enjoy a view out across the pasture, and flank the gleaming 

mobile kitchen.   We would like to thank the staff for ensuring that 

everyone had a memorable lunch, and this is certainly a venue we 

would recommend to any other ringing groups planning to hold  

an outing in the vicinity. 
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St Mary Magdalene, Helmdon. 1260 Plain Bob Minor:   

 

 

 

 

Hugh Deam, Rosemary Hemmings, Alison Felton, Peter Felton,  

Dan Neal, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c)  

 

 



 

  

St Peter’s, Greatworth.  1260 Doubles (12m/v):    

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Felton, Alison Felton (c), Rosemary Hemmings,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

  Also on Wednesday, the O.D.G. Youth Team rang a  

quarter peal at St Giles. 
 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.  1260 Plain Bob Triples: 

 

Daniel Watson, Laura Cooper, Dominic Ellis, Billy Fisher,  

Gabriel Pharoah-Metcalf, Isaac Davies, Simon Lee (c), Kit Margey 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 1st June, a quarter peal was rung at Old Marston prior to the Evensong service.  

On this occasion we added at least one variation that we haven't had in our quarter peals before –  

 the bizarrely named "Wellies required"!   

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles (28m/v): 

 

 

 

 

Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Martin King, Steve Davies, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby   

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  On Saturday 7th June, the Oxford City Branch 6-Bell Striking Competition took place, with Old Marston being 

asked to host the 2025 competition.   Unfortunately, the weather was not what could have been hoped for, 

although it was considerably better than many of the gloom-laden forecast scenarios.   

Certainly it did mean that the judges, Robert and Pat Newton from High Wycombe had to resort to the  

fall-back position of using their car to remain dry whilst listening to the ringing of the three teams who had 

entered this year. The draw saw St Giles ringing first, Iffley second and Old Marston third.  

Thanks to the efforts of Andrea and Jane, plus the edacity of the gathered ringers, the tea and cakes on  

offer during the afternoon garnered us nearly £30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Old Marston.                                              St Giles.                                                  Iffley 
 

The results were: 
1. Old Marston.  (44 faults.  Plain Bob Minor).   Andrea Rowley, Ailsa Reid, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo, Hugh Deam               

Michael Haynes 
                                                                  

2. St Giles, Oxford.  (62 faults.  Call Changes).    John Pusey, Andrew Spicer, Jane Bishop, Joy Blanchard, Aden Tang, 

Marc Jones 

 

 

 

 

3. Iffley.  (69.5 faults.  Call Changes).    Martin King, Laura Laubeova, Jane Donald, Jamie Brown, Steve Bardsley 

Andrew Honey  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

Upcoming Event 
 

 

 

After the success of our Spring Outing to Warwickshire, we are working on 

an Autumn Outing on either Saturday 13th or Saturday 20th September. 

 

 

Nothing is booked as yet, but pictured is one of the towers we are hoping to 

feature on the route, which if you recognise it then you may well be able 

work out which other towers we might be visiting!      Hugh. 


