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               Sunday 10th May – edition no: 335 
 

  The April session of the Daytime Doubles mornings at Bletchingdon took place on Wednesday 29th April. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________- 

 

 

 

 Steve Vickars writes:     Once again, many thanks to all who 

helped at the practice, which saw all our students progress, whether 

at trebling and covering tenor to touches of doubles, to ringing 

inside unaffected and affected to touches of Plain Bob and St 

Simon's Bob Doubles. Also, two short touches of Plain Bob Doubles 

were confidently called and completed, as well as some Treble Bob 

Hunt minor to finish. It was also an opportunity for our helpers to 

practice their own calling and ringing some less familiar methods 

and compositions, and so there were benefits all round.  
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 On Sunday 3rd May quarter peals were rung at Headington and Old Marston. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________- 

 

 

St Andrew’s, Headington.  1260 Grandsire Triples: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malcolm Fairbairn, Amy Wood, 

Julie Taylor, Clare Fairbairn, 

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), 

Stuart Flockton, Paul Lucas, 

Stephen Everett 

 

 

 

This was rung to welcome Julie 

Taylor back to the UK from 

Perth in Western Australia, who 

is over here spending a month’s 

holiday catching up with old friends she knew when, over 20 years ago 

she spent two years working on a canal narrow-boat hotel, before she had even started learning to ring!   

 

 

The celebrations continued after the quarter peal, over the road in the White Hart! 

 

 

 

This quarter was also dedicated to the life of the Right Reverend Richard Harries, Baron Harries of Pentregarth, 

former Bishop of Oxford (1987-2006), who blessed the Headington bells in 2000 after their rehanging. 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 12mv:   Stedman, Plain Bob, St Simon's, St Martin's, St Osmund, 

St Nicholas, Winchendon, Reverse Canterbury, St Columb, Haydn, Paricutin, Grandsire  

 

 

 

 

 

Susan King, Jane Hedges, Aden Tang (c), Maarit Kivilo (c),  

Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby   

 

 

  Our quarter peal was rung prior to Evensong, on the 12th 

anniversary of the last quarter peal rung by the late Roy Jones on  

the first Sunday evening in May.     

     

We added one variation – Paracutin, which we haven't included in 

our quarter peals before.  For those wondering, Paricutin is a cinder 

cone volcano, which lies on the Trans-Mexican Volcanic Belt in the 

municipality of Nuevo Parangaricutiro, some 200 miles west of 

Mexico City.   It is one of the youngest volcanoes on Earth,  

its first eruption being in 1943.   



 On Wednesday 6th May, a quarter peal was rung to celebrate the third anniversary of the Coronation of HM King 

Charles III, with the band including ringers from various Branches, including Witney & Woodstock and  

Oxford City.    The group photo was taken in front of the most photographed door in the Cotswolds, the north door 

of the church being flanked by two 300 hundred year old yew trees, and reputed to be the inspiration for J.R.R. 

Tolkein's "Doors of Durin" in “The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring”. 

 

 

 

 

St Edward, Stow on the Wold.  1260 Grandsire Triples:  

 

 

 

Phillip Street, Michael Probert,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke,  

Hugh Deam, Patricia Newton,  

Robert Tregillus, Robert 

Newton (c), John Hearn 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, on that Wednesday 

evening, during a break in the 

practice at Bletchingdon, 

Steve Vickars presented Liping 

Liu with her ART LTR Level 4 certificate.   The following morning, Liping scored her 15th quarter peal and 10th 

different tower for a quarter, ringing tenor for our quarter peal at Midgham (below). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 On Thursday 7th May, six ringers from our midweek group travelled down to South Berkshire to ring a quarter 

peal on the bells of the verdantly situated 13th century style, but 

actually Victorian church in Midgham.    Our previous visit here was as 

part of an outing back in October 2019, but this was a first quarter on 

the bells for all of the band.    Sadly, the tower doesn't have a regular 

band, with the bells being 

rung from the ground floor 

and very light, hence a 

decided challenge for a 

quarter peal.   Just as in 

2019 the church was bathed 

in sunshine and hence there 

was an excellent view out across the flood-plain on the northern slopes 

of the River Kennet. After the group photo we took the short drive 

along the A4 to our lunch venue at Aldermaston Wharf, part of the 

Kennet and Avon Canal Visitors Centre.   After a first-time quarter peal venue, this was a first-time lunch setting, 

and one of the most attractive ones we have encountered to date, with the 

upstairs dining area to ourselves and a view out on the canal. This was our 

40th midweek event since we started this ongoing weekday pattern in 

2023, most of which have been morning or half-day as opposed to the 

archetypal full day outings.   From modest beginnings at towers no more 

than half an hour driving time from Oxford, the scope has widened 

significantly and shown that both especial and distinctive can be created 

(metaphorically speaking) painting 

on a small canvas like Hans 

Holbein, not just the famed large canvases of Botticelli or Rembrandt.   

We have several more of these "miniatures" already arranged into the 

coming months, so the palette is waiting for its next mix of colours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Matthew, Midgham.  1260 Doubles. 10mv Stedman, Plain Bob, 

Norfolk, St Simon's, St Martin's, St Nicholas, Winchendon,  

Reverse Canterbury, St Columb, Grandsire:  

 

 

 

Michael Probert, Bridget Taylor, Alison Felton (c),  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu 


