Produced by Hugh Deam and Paul Lucas

MARSTON UPDATE

Monday 10" November - edition no: 322

down to West Sussex for our autumn midweek ringing day.
We began at Funtington, situated just to the north east of Havant, a
tower we last rung at back in March 2010 as part of our outing which
also took in the detached tower at Chichester Cathedral.

On arrival, we received a very warm welcome from a couple of the
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tower ringers showing us in, something which would transpire as a
constant theme throughout the day.
St Mary'’s Funtington. 1260 Grandsire Doubles:

Ruth Leatherdale, Hugh Deam, Peta Steadman Beeg, Steve Bardsley,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Dan Neal
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For our lunch break, a table had been reserved for our party at Lordington Park, about three miles north of
Funtington and set amidst the
rolling hills of the South Downs,
plus boasting one of the largest
lavender farms in southern England.
The added bonus here was that it
turned out to be manifestly more
than just a reserved table, to be

_ exact, it was a whole reserved
morning room where for 90 minutes we could envisage
ourselves to be in a dining scene from Downton Abbey or one
of the numerous screen adaptations of Jane Austen novels, such
was the decor, chinoiserie and discernment, all in all providing .
an amblence on a very high plain, with elegance serenely trumping opulence. One could easily i |mag|ne that the
: opportunity to
spend a couple of
convivial hours in
these surroundings
would elicit bids
into four figures
were it to be on
offer in one of the

™ charity auctions

WhICh take place on various radio stations, but how much the
sweeter and more memorable to be there for the price of a ;

meal and drink, amounting to the princely sum, inthe ironic sense of the term, of around £10, plus a tempting
array of cakes to choose from as a sweet treat, and, of course, genial staff. The only down side being the difficulty
in dragging oneself away from here, being akin to a warm bed on a cold wintry morning, plus the realisation that,
after decades of organising such outings, this may well be the apex of our lunch venues, and that parity to this is

the best we can realistically hope for in the future.

Our afternoon tower was at St Mary and St Gabriel, South Harting, just a few miles up the road, and this
Grade 1 Listed church was yet another veritable eye-opener, both exterior and interior, with another friendly
welcome from two of the tower ringers. The churchyard has a First World War memorial designed by Eric Gill, the



church tower is capped by a coppered spire, a common feature in this area along the Meon Valley. with the
interior of the church awash with beautiful and unique furnishings and features, including the magnificent

representation of the Angel Gabriel hovering from the ceiling in the north
transept. The bells here are rung from the chancel crossing and in keeping with . )
such a configuration the bells are requiring of careful and respectful handling, thus we weren't really expecting to
attempt a quarter peal on them as much of our allotted time was spent working up to ringing method on them,
with the pictures speaking a thousand words as to the challenge. Afterwards. we paid a visit to the nearby coffee
house, which also maintained the standard of excellence encountered throughout the day.
Our grateful thanks go to Peta Steadman Bee from Milford on Sea who joined our group for the first time, and
who will hopefully be part of our band again once we resume our longer-range excursions next year.

The funeral for Michael Haynes (18th December 1967 - 30th September 2025) was
held at St Laurence Church, Milcombe on Friday 31° October, with the church packed
to the point of standing room only for the service.

Andrea, Kathy and Hugh were amongst the considerable number of ringing colleagues
of Michael who attended, along with a sizeable proportion of the village. A private
family committal took place at Banbury Crematorium following the service, whilst
meantime other mourners gathered at the Parish Rooms in Bloxham for refreshments.
There was also a quarter peal rung by a local band at nearby Wigginton,
to the memory of Michael.

St Giles, Wigginton; 1280 Doubles:
Gayle Woods, Michael Austin, Sally Austin, David Salter, Daniel Austin (c), John Snowden

On Saturday 1* November, there was a large turnout for the 10th annlversary celebrations marking the
‘ resumption of regular ringing
at Kirtlington, which started
with an ‘Open Tower’ at
2.00pm for the villagers to
have a go at chiming or
ringing backstrokes.
Then, from 3.00pm there was
general ringing with a mix of
local and visiting ringers from
- g other Branches, all of whom
have been involved and supportive in some capacity during this decade IongJourney




There was ringing to cater for all abilities, from Call Changes through to touches of Plain Bob, Grandsire and
Stedman Triples. Downstairs in the church, handbells were rung and
refreshments served [
throughout, with the
ringers taking an
interval to come down
and join everyone else
in tasting the cakes
and scones on offer.

During this entr'acte
there was a well
deserved presentation
made to Steve Vickars
in appreciation of the i g :
sterling work that he has done to upraise ringing at Klrtllngton to the healthy
state that it is in today, where the villagers are rightly proud of their band.

With the nlghts now so obviously lengthening, it was dark by the time the ringers went back up the tower for a
shorter stint, but the light emanating from the doorway to the tower stairs seemed to encapsulate the
welcome always on offer at Kirtlington.

The Old Marston ringers are pleased that they were able to make their own small contribution to the initiation of
the tower handbell team, having last year lent them a couple of our music books to set them on their way.

After the rest of us had left, the local band enjoyed a meal at The Dashwood Arms across the road.

The following evening the ‘Special Weekend' culminated in a quarter peal being rung before the
All Souls’ Day service.

St Mary's, Kirtlington. 1260 Plain Bob Triples:
Julie Penny, Alison Felton (c), Michael Probert, Peter Felton, Steve Vickars, Alison Merryweather-Clarke,
Richard White, Christine Redford

Also on the same evening a quarter peal was rung prior to the Old Marston All Souls’ Day service.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 15m/v. Stedman, St Simon's, St Dionysius, Graffiti,
St Nicholas, Coombe, The New Year Is Entered, Reverse Canterbury, Hobsons Best, Bourton, Broadwas,
Plain Bob, Stairway, St Augustine, Railway 200:

Susan King, Andrea Rowley, Steve Davies, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

As Remembrance Sunday approached, the job of fitting the muffles on tower bells got under way nationwide.

Pictured, is Christopher
Beale undertaking the
task on the bells at
Wolvercote.

We are very grateful to
him and dad, Jonathan
for doing the same for
our Old Marston bells,
which is by no means a
simple operation, given
the severely cramped space in amongst the bells, with the treble set in a
frame directly above the second bell in the main frame.

We would also like to wish Christopher well as he sets his sights on
upgrading to the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award in bellringing.
Coincidentally, our youngest ringer, Elia, has just started out on her journey
to attain a DofE Bronze in Bellringing as a skill.




