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On Friday 24th January, ringers from the Witney & Woodstock Branch rang quarter peals at  

Woodstock and Witney to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the death of Sir Winston Churchill.    

Hugh was pleased to be asked to be involved in the latter quarter peal at Witney, which was the  

appositely named “Churchill Doubles”. 

 St Mary Magdalene, Woodstock. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Ruth Leatherdale, Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Clare Fairbairn, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c),  

Malcolm Fairbairn, Steve Vickars, Dan Neal 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 St Mary’s, Witney.   

1320 Churchill Doubles: 

Debra Scrimshaw, Alison Felton,  

Ruth Leatherdale, Peter Felton,  

Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

Hugh was also in the band the 

following morning for another 

quarter peal at Witney, this 

time for a first quarter peal on 

an inside bell for tower ringer Amy Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 25th January.  St Mary’s Witney.   

1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

 

 

Debra Scrimshaw, Amy Thomas, Ruth Leatherdale, Hugh Deam,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Dan Neal 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 26th January, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston. 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Ashbourne College Bob Major: 

Stephen Everett, Catherine Lane, Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton, Craig Robertson (c),  

Lindsay Powell, John Pusey, Jacob Hubbard 

1st in method for all of the band on tower bells. 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 33m/v: 

 

 

Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 

The quarter peal was dedicated to Douglas Wilks, who rung over 90 quarter peals with us at Old Marston in 

the last 30 years, and at least 4 peals here in the 1940s and 50s. Douglas was also a regular and much valued 

visitor to our Friday evening practices for many years. The quarter peal included several Welsh place name 

variations that we haven't included before (Llandovery, Llandysul, Llandelo, Cynwyl Elfed), partly in preparation 

for an upcoming all-Welsh themed quarter peal next month to mark St David's Day.      

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 Please note that Doug’s funeral date has now been rescheduled from Wednesday 12th 

February to Thursday 20th February at 10.00am at St Peter & St Paul’s Church in Botley. 



On 30th January, a full peal was rung at Bladon. 

St Martin’s, Bladon.  5040 Doubles (7m/v): 

 

 

Lindsey Thornton,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, 

Rosemary Hemmings,  

Simon Edwards,  

Richard White,  

Malcolm Fairbairn. 

 

 

 

Rung to mark the 60th anniversary  

of the internment of Sir Winston 

Leonard Spencer Churchill in Bladon 

churchyard on this day in 1965 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-___   

 

 

 

 

 

  On Sunday 2nd February,  we rang a quarter peal at Old Marston for Candlemas.  

Congratulations to Steve Bardsley for adding Single Canterbury Minor this time, having rung his first  

Plain Bob Minor quarter peal with us back in November. 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Minor (Single Canterbury - 540, Plain Bob Minor - 720): 

 

 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo, Steve Bardsley, Steve Davies, Hugh Deam (c) 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 9th February, quarter peals were rung at Old Marston and Iffley. 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (19m/v): 

Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Martin King, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 St Mary’s, Iffley.  1260 Doubles 5m.   

(St Simon's, St Martin's, Plain Bob, Reverse Canterbury, Grandsire): 

Mary Carroll, Elizabeth Mullett, Keith Godfrey, Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Andrew Honey 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Upcoming Events  

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 22nd February, we are having a  

‘Conductors Practice’ at Iffley from 2.00pm to 3.30pm.    

 

 

    

This is a chance for those learning to conduct Doubles and 

Minor methods (Plain Bob, Grandsire, etc).    

 

   

Contact Hugh if you are interested.  

(hugh.deam@btinternet.com) 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 22nd March – A Ringing Outing 
A Ringing Outing to Warwickshire towers.  Please contact Hugh if you are interested in going.  

We are booked in for lunch from 12.45pm to 2.00pm at the Cricket Club pavilion café.    

Menu is attached below 

The café would like meal orders in by Tuesday 18th March, so if you could email Hugh by that date,  

it would be appreciated. 

 

 

 

 Confirmed so far are St Peter’s Wellesbourne (8) 10.15am, St Laurence, Lighthorne (6), 11.30am - 

12.15pm.  Lunch at the Pavilion Cafe, Lighthorne.   St Peter’s, Barford (6), 2.30pm – 3.15pm.  

A fourth tower still awaiting confirmation. 



 
 


