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               Saturday 11th April – edition no: 333  
 

With just a modicum of ringing going on during Holy Week there was the opportunity to take the time to search out 

some of the most memorable representations of Eastertide on show to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Given the ongoing nationwide conversion of post boxes to solar-panel 

parcel and post versions, this might be the last Easter for yarn-

bombing on a far and wide basis, so it's worth imparting some 

distinctive woollen interpretations of Easter spotted in Oxford's 

Covered Market, the Northamptonshire town of Higham Ferrers, the 

village of Perry and St Ives town centre, both in Cambridgeshire, plus 

Brinklow in Warwickshire. But, lo and behold, a possible solution to 

the problem of the postbox top needing to be kept clear, by literally 

getting around it, as spotted in Stretton on Dunsmore in 

Warwickshire on Good Friday, with an encircling topper. Closer to 

home, Marston Court Care Home in New Marston also had its own, 

particularly well crafted, Easter-themed topper.   It might be just imagination or wishful thinking, but the 2026 

assemblage of toppers appeared particularly colourful and heartening, thus offering a real tonic in these 

uncertain times. 
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 After the obligatory lull in ringing during Holy Week, things returned to normal on Easter Day with service 

ringing at most Branch towers and a quarter peal at St Giles. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 5th April.   St Giles, Oxford. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Spicer, Marc Jones, Alison Felton, Joy Blanchard, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, 

Stuart Flockton, Sara Jones, Catherine Lane 

  

  



  The annual ringing collaboration of the Kirtlington ringers and the Oxford City Branch ringers took place  

 at St Mary’s, Kirtlington, on Easter Monday, and besides the ringing, there was the chance to be  

entranced  

by a magnificent 

proliferation of 

bluebells 

surrounding the 

trees in a quiet 

corner of the huge 

recreation ground 

that is adjacent to 

the churchyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Steve Vickars writes:     On the Easter Bank Holiday Monday morning, ten 

ringers came to Kirtlington, where Jane (Oxon Ringing School alumna) got to 

circle most of the bells in the tower, ringing 2, 3 and 4 to Plain Hunt on Seven, 

covering the front five on the sixth and ringing the seventh in call changes.   

Christine covered to Grandsire Triples and also rang inside to Plain Hunt on 

Seven. Liping rang the tenor to Plain Bob and Grandsire Triples as well as trebling 

to Triples and rang inside to Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles. Thanks to Charlie 

for supporting and calling some touches, and also to Paul for taking the 

obligatory group photo! 
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Our first post-Easter weekday quarter peal took us the short drive to Cassington on the morning of Tuesday 7th 

April, a tower which we last rang a quarter peal at back in 2019, having 

held a couple of special practice sessions there in the past, and rung the 

first quarter peal on the bells after their restoration, and a near 20 year 

hiatus from pealing on the bells, 

back in 2014.  This was a first 

time on these excellent bells for 

four of the band, with Andrea, 

Aden and Hugh sharing 

conducting duties.   Amongst the 

method variations, we included  

St Peter (St Martin's with Old 

singles) and Easter, a variation of Reverse Canterbury.  A particular well done to Liping and Christine for swiftly 

becoming so adept at taking care of treble and tenor in our quarter peals, it is integral to making the job of the 

inside ringers that much easier, and should never be underappreciated.  Our brunch venue on this occasion was 

the automotive-themed Kingsley Cafe on the A40 at Eynsham. 

 

 

 

Tuesday 7th April.  St Peter’s Cassington.   1260 Doubles 10mv:  

St Martin's, St Peter, St Simon's, St Nicholas, Winchendon, Reverse Canterbury, Easter,  

Plain Bob, Kennington, Grandsire  

 

 

 

 

 Liping Liu, Andrea Rowley (c), Jane Hedges, Aden Tang (c), Hugh Deam (c), Christine Redford    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our late Spring and early Summer programme of weekday and Saturday quarter peals has been expanding 

significantly in recent weeks, with visits to Childrey, Tetsworth, Midgham, Brightwell Baldwin and Englefield 

all confirmed along with singular brunch venues afterwards, plus several more locations at the pending or planning 

stage.  If you are interested in ringing the occasional quarter peal of Doubles, Minor or Triples at a new tower 

(inside bells, treble or tenor) with the option of a beverage and/or light meal afterwards then contact Hugh and he 

will endeavour to tailor a quarter peal to fit your needs at a tower not too far away.  

 

 

 hugh.deam@btinternet.com 


