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On Sunday 31st August, a quarter peal was rung at St Giles, being the first in method on an inside bell for Joy:  

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Sara Jones,  Caroline Flockton, Joy Blanchard, Lindsay Powell, Stuart Flockton (c), Steve Everett 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our Autumn season of midweek quarter pealing kicked off successfully last week, on this occasion taking in a 

traverse of the Cotswold Water Park to ring at Kemble and South Cerney on the western and eastern extremes 

of the Water Park respectively. We last visited Kemble and the AV8 Café at Cotswold Airport back in September 

2017, when we also rang at South Cerney, (featured in Update: 14.  Autumn Catch-up edition).   We visited South 

Cerney again only a month later for a weekday outing (Update: 16th Oct 2023).   At Kemble we received 

complimentary reaction to our 

ringing, before and after, from a 

number of passing locals, as the bells 

are not regularly rung these days.   

During our break for lunch,  

Alison M-C availed herself of the 

opportunity presented by being just a 

few miles from the  source of the 

River Thames to follow the Thames 

Path to the marked spot!   

Meanwhile, the rest of our crew took 

our repast at AV8 which is located right in amidst the aeronautic action of Cotswold Airport, surrounded by 

hangars, planes of all sizes - including a BA 747 which is an 

addition since our last visit, the fleet having been retired from 

service in 2020 - and the runway itself.   The interior, as could be 

expected, is replete with aeronautic or avionic memorabilia and 

paraphernalia.  Whilst we were there, a Sikorsky S-76C++ 

helicopter from the Royal Flight came into land.   Then it was off to 

South Cerney, situated around the wend of the River Churn, with 

the village having a more than its fair share of byways, towpaths, 

footpaths, footbridges and bridalways to explore.    

Our afternoon quarter peal saw Dan Neal obtain his LTR Level 5 in the process, plus Alison M-C notched up her 

1400th quarter peal.   After the band came down from the ringing 

chamber, we were met by a couple of local dogwalkers who had enjoyed 

listening to our quarter peal and joined us for a group photo.  

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday 3rd September.  All Saints, Kemble.   

1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Dan Neal, Ruth 

Leatherdale,  Alison Felton, 

Steve Bardsley,, 

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, 

Peter Felton (c) 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
 

 

 

All Hallows, South Cerney.  1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Ruth Leatherdale, Peter Felton, Steve Bardsley, Dan Neal,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam 

  



 On Friday 5th September, an Oxford City Branch band rang a quarter peal at Garsington.  

 

 

 

 

 St Mary’s, Garsington.  1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor: 

Joy Blanchard, Caroline Flockton, Simon Edwards, Steve Everett, Sara Jones (c), Stuart Flockton 

 

 

 First Treble Bob dodging for Joy.    

   

100th quarter peal for the Guild and first as conductor in minor in tower for Sara. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 7th September, quarter peals were rung at three City Branch towers - St Giles,  

Headington and Old Marston.     

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.  1260 Grandsire Triples:   

 

 

 

 

Sara Jones, Alison Felton, Stuart Flockton, Caroline Flockton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c),  

Steve Everett, Peter Felton, Geraint Jones  

 

 

 

 Rung for the patronal festival and welcoming St Giles' Fair. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

St Andrew’s, Headington.  1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Tertia Softley, Jody Wood, Amy Wood, Paul Lucas, Clare Fairbairn (c), 

Malcolm Fairbairn  

 

 

 First in method for Amy. 

 

In memory of Ann Darbyshire, friend of Tertia, who sadly passed  

away in Sobell House recently 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 23mv. 

 

   

(With the inclusion of a few first time 

variations for us – The Boiling Well, Marchington and Lady Eleanor Clifton):    

 

 

 

Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Steve Bardsley, Benjamin Poole (c), 

Hugh Deam (c), Aden Tang 

 

 

 

 

First quarter peal on the Old Marston bells for Aden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rung prior to Evensong and dedicated to the memory of Jane's canine friend – and 

friend to our band of ringers at practices and on outings – Pecan, who departed on  

Friday at the venerable age of 15. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 8th September, Oxford’s St Giles' Fair got under way, with a nice sunny day, encouraging a 

good turnout, from people.  Also, 

St Giles' church once again played 

host to an array of working 

models depicting the Fair. 
 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Event: 

Don’t forget the upcoming tour 

to the Aylesbury Vale on  

Saturday 20th September: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four towers, starting at 10.15am at St Mary’s Haddenham.  HP17 8AH, 

followed by Great Kimble, Chinnor and Chalgrove. 

 

 

 

 

For further details, contact Hugh.  Email:  hugh.deam@btinternet.com 


