Produced by Hugh Deam and Paul Lucas

MARSTON UPDATE

Friday 11*" October - edition no: 297

On Saturday 21 September, as sunset moved through to dusk,
St Nicholas, Islip hosted the Bicester Branch striking
competition on the back six bells, with Maarit and Hugh
honoured to be invited to judge it this year.

Besides the business of ringing, this was also a very social
occasion, with Kathryn Grant hosting a barbecue at Church Key
Cottage, which ran throughout proceedings,.

Result: 1. Islip B 78%, 2. Youth team 76%, 3. Bicester Utd 70%,
4. Islip A 66.5%, 5. Scratch band 55%, 6. Kirtlington 45%

On Tuesday 24" September, our good friend, Heather Horner, from South Leigh, continued her 80th
birthday celebrations with the double success of scoring her 50th quarter peal at Horspath and concluding
her quest to ring quarter peals of Plain Bob Doubles on every number of bell at Old Marston.
Afterwards, we made our way down to the Victoria Arms for a little salutation!

St Giles, Horspath. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
¥ Paul Lucas, Sue McCouaig, Hugh Deam, Heather Horner,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Debra Scrimshaw

p——

St Nicholas, Old Marston. yf
1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
Sue McCouaig, Hugh Deam,
Colin Taylor, Alison
Merryweather-Clarke (c),
Heather Horner,
Debra Scrimshaw

Then on Saturday 28" September, Debra Scrimshaw rang her
first quarter peal on an inside bell at her home tower of Witney,
and Jane and Hugh were pleased to be asked to be part of the
band, and the destination afterwards was The Fleece pub, located
conveniently close by on Church Green.

St Mary, Witney. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
Jane Hedges, Debra Scrimshaw, Alison Felton, Hugh Deam,
Peter Felton (c), Dan Neal

Our autumn weekday sweep of morning quarter peals took us a bit further afield on Monday September
30", as we made a return visit to St George, Evenley, just south of Brackley, having last rung a quarter peal
at this five bell tower back in June 2016, in fact the last time a quarter peal was rung on the bells, with all
three recorded quarters having been rung by our various visiting bands, the first being back in 2006.



Appropriately, amongst the method variations rung this time was St George's
Doubles (Winchendon Place with Plain == k [E L ﬂ_"
Hunt and Old Single calls). The large e R I ]
illustration of the changes in Stedman
Doubles, on one of the walls, which
extends up to the ceiling, in the ringing
chamber, photographed by Paul Lucas
back in 2016, is still present. Another
reason for our visit was the chance to

sample the drinks and cakes at Evenley's
coffee shop, which is particularly well appointed, overlooking the gargantuan

village green which has a cricket pitch within its breadth.

St George, Evenley. 1260 Doubles (9m/v):
Ruth Leatherdale, Andrea Rowley, Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Hugh Deam (c)
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Competition took place on Saturday 5™
: October at St John the Baptist,
Shottesbrooke in Berkshire,
undoubtedly one of the most
stunningly appointed settings in
the entire ODG, being situated
adjacent to the Tudor mansion
house at the heart of the estate
grounds, with a magnificent lake to
look out upon. Although Old
Marston propped up the table for

the second year, the competition standard was at an all-time high, which
probably explains why fewer branches are participating, with only 9 of the 15 eligible branches represented.

Two quarter peals were rung at Old Marston on Sunday 6" September for our Harvest Festival service in
Jl S @ the morning, and the later Evensong service. Thank you to Paul for

deputising at relatively short notice for the morning quarter peal
St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (13m/v):
Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Paul Lucas, Maarit Kivilo (c),
Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (26m/v):
Susan King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Martin King, Steve Davies,
Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

And finally, we are looking forward to ﬁ _
meeting up with Charlotte Furneaux again fﬁ .
. next month, when she will be down this way f"% A~
% . P from Yorkshire for a few days, and we are -
LV . arranging some extra ringing, as you might /ﬂ o
2 ) expect. She has sent us some eye-catching f g
- photos from a recent visit to a kite-flying :

! 4 festival in the seaside resort of Filey!




