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               Monday 12th May – edition no: 310   

On Sunday 27th April, quarter peals were rung at Old Marston and Garsington.      

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (27m/v): 

 

 

 
 

Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby   

 

   

For this quarter peal, dedicated to St George, on Monday – in accordance with the liturgical calendar, we added a couple 

more variations new to our Sunday list – ‘St Margaret’ and the rather elegantly named ‘St Anne's on the Sea’! 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s, Garsington.   1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Stephen Everett (c), Austin Dunn, Joy Blanchard, John Pusey,  

Steve Vickars, Zack di Lello  

 

 

 

 

This was a first quarter peal for Zack and first on an inside bell for Joy. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 4th May, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and  

Old Marston.     

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.   1280 Bristol Surprise Major: 

Alison Felton, Craig Robertson (c), Caroline Flockton,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Lindsay Powell, Stuart Flockton, John Pusey, Peter Felton 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Joy Blanchard, Colin Taylor, Hugh Deam (c) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following day on 5th May, we rang a further quarter peal, 

commemorating VE Day 80 on Monday afternoon, not long after  

the RAF formation of planes, including the brilliant Red Arrows had 

flown over Old Marston church on their regular route back to base 

after their flypast over Buckingham Palace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles (13m/v): 

Colin Taylor, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Steve Everett,  

Hugh Deam (c), Michael Haynes 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

On the actual 80th VE Anniversary day there was commemorative ringing at several Oxford Branch towers, with 

Headington ringing a quarter peal, and Wolvercote ringing an eighth 

peal, to mark the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 8th May. 

St Andrew’s, Headington: 

 

 

 

1260 St Simon's Doubles 

Tertia Softley, Clare Fairbairn, 

Stephen Everett, Colin Taylor, 

Paul Lucas (c), Amy Wood 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

                St Peter’s, Wolvercote.    

630 Grandsire and Plain Bob Doubles: 

Elaine Chaston, Janice Beale, Sandra Bailey,  

Ailsa Reid, Jonathan Beale (c), Adrian Gray 



There was also general ringing at the towers below: 

 

 

 

All Saints, Cuddesdon: 

Marion West, Lorna Robertson, Stuart Flockton, Caroline Flockton, Salt Sellar 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s, Iffley: 

Susan Biddle, Jamie Brown, Mary Carroll, Andrew Honey, Susan King,  

Mike Kinghan, Brian Helweg-Larsen, Elizabeth Mullett 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s, Kidlington: 

Lesley Smith, Jane Burgess, Philip Meredith, Ian Wilson,  

Peter Trowles, Philip Sampson, Peter Franklin 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides the VE Day 80 

anniversary being 

commemorated with ringing, 

there were also some post 

box toppers around and 

about Oxford that were 

inspired by the occasion, 

including the one to be found 

on Oxford Road in Kidlington. 

 

 

  Also, one of the carers at 

Marston Court Care Home knitted this delightful post box topper which was put on the post box outside the 

newsagents in the Marston Road, on the corner of William Street.   Later on, it was taken back into the home, and 

transferred to the top of the home’s own box so that residents could post messages to their loved ones! 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 8th May, the funeral of the late Anthony Hughes, our former Tower Captain at St Nicholas, was held 

at Old Marston 

church.    

     

After the 

committal, our 

band, comprising 

ringers who knew 

and rang with 

Anthony many 

times, rang a 

quarter peal 

consisting of his 

four most favoured methods.   Between 1979 and 2019, Anthony rang just shy of 550 quarter peals, the vast 

majority of which were on our Old Marston bells.    After our quarter peal we were able to meet with Anthony's 

wife, Lucy and their daughter Tamsin, in the church hall, where a group of framed photos showing snapshots of 

Anthony's life and distinguished career was on display. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (Plain Bob, St Simon's, RCPD, Grandsire): 

Susan King, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges, Michael Haynes, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

Upcoming Event: 

 

Saturday 19th July 

"All Jangle and Riot" at St Mary's Church, Witney 

 

 

 

After the great success of the talk given by Steve Coleman at Bletchingdon last 

year, this is a further talk on the more offbeat history of bells and bellringing.  

This is a fundraising event for the bells of St Mary's, Witney.   Steve is a brilliant 

speaker, so don’t miss this opportunity, if you missed him last time! 


