Produced by Hugh Deam and Paul Lucas
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Peter Lioyd - R.1.P.
There was more sad news this week, as we have learned of the passing of another
stalwart Old Marston ringer of the past quarter century, Peter Lloyd.

As well as being a core member of our Sunday service quarter peal band between
1996 and 2017, he was also part of our Saturday morning band ringing quarter peals
at towers in diverse locations, and a familiar figure on our ringing outings.
Peter worked for many years at the Honda car factory in Swindon and being involved
in engineering, was also a boon to us regarding steeple-keeping, latterly taking on
responsibilities as our email secretary. With a total of over 640 quarter peals - 382
at Old Marston, Peter stands fourth in the list of Marston quarter peal ringers,
including being in the band that rang the first quarter peal on our retuned bells in
2015, plus ringing his one and only peal at St James, Cowley in 1999.

A progressive illness forced Peter to give up ringing quarter peals in 2017, and retire from ringing the following
year. Our quarter peal rung prior to Evensong at Marston on 6" April last Sunday was dedicated to his memory.

Sunday 6" April - St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (24m/v):
Jane Hedges, Steve Davies (c), Martin King (c), Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

Below are some historic photos of Peter ringing with the Old Marston band:

Our sincere condolences got to all of Peter’s family and friends

On a busy weekend at the end of March, Saturday saw the Old Marston ringers demonstrating the handbells
and letting those between egg hunts have a go at ringing some tunes as part of the Church Fun Day in the
morning. Then in the afternoon, our tower was the last stop for the Plain Bob Minor group of the Radley Course,
where the students all adjusted themselves swiftly to our light bells, with some Little Bob Minor included as well.

A successful day of dovetailing events in and around the church concluded with the ringing session ending just
as the setting up for a cello concert in the evening was in its early stages.

The following day on Sunday 30" March, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston.

St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Bristol Surprise Major:
Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Lindsay Powell, Craig Robertson (c), Caroline Flockton,
Stuart Flockton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, John Pusey



St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor:
Hugh Deam, Michael Haynes, Steve Vickars, Alison Felton,
Peter Felton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c)

This quarter peal was dedicated to the memory of the
late Anthony Hughes.

_ Since the previous edition of the Marston Update we have received

\ numerous emails from Update recipients who knew and rang with
S % Anthony Hughes. At this time we have not received a confirmed

date for Anthony’s funeral, other than it will be after Easter, and that there will be ringing for the service.

On Thursday 3™ April, the Wolvercote ringers rang an eighth peal, also to the memory of Anthony:
Adrian Gray, Ailsa Reid, Janice Beale, Donna Bennett, Jonathan Beale (c), Christopher Beale

On Friday 4™ April, Hugh was part of the band which rang a quarter
peal at Bletchingdon to mark the retirement from school teaching of
local ringer Christine Redford.

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 Doubles (6m/v):

Julie Penny, Craig Robertson, Hugh Deam, Steve Vickars,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Christine Redford

Wlth the lighter amount of traffic on the roads during the Easter school holldays we took the opportunity it
afforded us, to venture out ; 3

beyond the county boundary
on two days running for our
latest midweek quarter peals.

On Tuesday we travelled to
ring at St Mary's, Hitcham,
set amidst the primarily beech
el woods that the southern fringe

\ | § of Buckinghamshire is noted
[ for, with the S.S.S.I

- . - (Site of Special Scientific =" ‘

Interest) of Burnham Beeches adjacent. This was our first quarter peal at the tower since 2018, and only the

second on the bells since the Covid hiatus. = ' z e

Hitcham no longer appears on Ordnance Survey maps, the area
having officially been apportioned to neighbouring villages some
years ago, so the manorial church, standing as it does in splendid

isolation, is something of a ‘hidden gem’, and a memorable location
for the two thirds of our band who hadn't rung here before.

We were also fortunate with the hospitality of our hosts as they
provided us with tea, coffee and biscuits in the refectory after the

quarter peal, which saved us having to drive into Burnham.

Tuesday 8" April. St Marys, Hitcham. 1260 Doubles (10m/v:
Judith Kirby, Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale (c), Jane Hedges, Hugh Deam (c), Colin Taylor




On the Wednesday we went south to Kington St Michael in Wiltshire for
our quarter peal, having last visited in 2019 as part of our outing. Ifit's
puzzling why so few visiting bands book Hitcham bells for quarter peals -
just seven quarter peals all told, including our two — then at Kington we
discovered perhaps why ours was only the 25" quarter peal in nearly 70
years and the first since 2023 on their bells, with a challenging combination
of counter-clockwise and various levels of being deep-set. If the time flew
by during the quarter peal on Tuesday, then Wednesday proved more of a
long haul flight, and helpfully the village cafe where we had reserved a table
G G R . was only a couple of minutes’ walk from the church, with a freshly made

qwche ready and Wa|t|ng to be gratefully consumed. Situated just it 7 :

MR % | R north of Chippenham, the . '
TR village is a classic example of
the rurality of the county,
but without the welter of
tourists in nearby
Castle Combe or Lacock.

That we are fast approaching
Easter was evident in Kington
A by way of its charming post .

box topper which is situated between the church and the café!
Wednesday 9" April - Kington St Michael. 1260 Doubles (2m):

Debra Scrimshaw, Ruth Leatherdale, Alison Felton, Colin Taylor, Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal

Feedback from Marston Update 307:

Besides the very positive feedback from many who came on our Warwickshire outing on March 22nd, we have
also received a most courteous email from the showpiece tower on the day, Sherbourne.

"Thank you so much for this most splendid write-up. Miss Ryland would have been delighted that the very
detailed attention she gave to the execution of her totally self-funded project is still widely appreciated."

This also avails us of the opportunity to show another photo taken on the
day which there wasn't sufficient space for in the last Update, namely the
plaque inside Sherbourne church commemorating Squadron Leader, Henry
Maudsley who was killed in the famous Dambusters Raid in May 1943.

Upcoming Events

Easter Monday. 21* April. 10.00am
St Mary’s Kirtlington (8) 16cwt (OX5 3HJ)
Ringing morning, open to ringers of all abilities

If your tower is
planning any special
ringing to mark the

event, we would
welcome any photos

you take to be
included in the

Update. Thanks.

Hugh




