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On Monday 22nd April, the quarter peal at Old Marston was 

dedicated to the memory of Michael Haynes' mother who sadly 

passed away the previous Monday.   

Michael had originally been scheduled to be in the band. 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor: 

Hugh Deam, Sue McCouaig, Alison Felton, Michael Probert,  

Peter Felton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c) 
 

 

 

(Our sympathies go to Michael and his family) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 27th April, a total of fourteen ringers from a variety of City Branch and Witney and 

Woodstock Branch towers met up just after midday at St Mary's church in Kidlington to "Ring for Ron 

Burgess", which we duly did for about 40 minutes.   Ron is not in the best of health right now, so it was a 

delight that he and Jane were both able to be present outside the church to hear all eight bells ring out a 

mixture of Called Changes and Grandsire Triples, then have a chat with all those that took part. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Three of our congenial regular visiting ringers have scored notable quarter peals in the last fortnight, as  

well as Lydia from our own tower at Old Marston.    Firstly, on Sunday 28th April, we rang a clutch of 

Grandsire and St Augustine variations that we hadn't included before in our quarters, so a well done to 

Kathy Xu is in order for not shying away from the challenge! 

 

 

 

Sunday 28th April.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (26m/v) 

Jane Hedges, Ailsa Reid, Kathy Xu, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 Then on Saturday 4th May, it was a pleasure to arrange a band 

for Ruth Leatherdale to ring her first quarter peal of Plain Bob 

Minor, which served as an exordium to the Witney Beer Festival 

that was due to take place in the church from midday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 4th May.  Witney SMV.  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Andrew Goldthorpe, Ruth Leatherdale, Hugh Deam, Paul Lucas,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Howard Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On Sunday 5th May, our quarter peal prior to Evensong at Old Marston was dedicated to the 75th 

anniversary of the English translation of the popular hymn “How Great Thou Art” by Stuart Hine, which was 

celebrated that afternoon on BBC1's Songs of Praise. 

The quarter peal included the first Stedman and St Remigius for Lydia, and most appositely Lydia's father 

actually featured prominently on the television broadcast, being filmed in Christ Church library explaining 

the work of the Wycliffe Bible Translators which translates the Bible into exiguous languages worldwide, 

work made possible through the legacy of royalties gifted by Stuart Hine. 

 

Sunday 5th May.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles (19m/v): 

Susan King, Lydia Poole (c), Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 



 

 Finally, on Thursday 9th May we were able to arrange a quarter 

peal at quite short notice (thank you Bletchingdon for getting 

clearance so quickly!)  enabling us to help Charlotte Furneaux 

reach her fiftieth quarter peal during her brief visit back down to 

Oxford from Yorkshire.   
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 9th May.  St Giles, Bletchingdon.   

1260 Doubles (9m/v): 
 

 

 

Ruth Leatherdale, Paul Lucas (c), Charlotte Furneaux,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

Oxford Diocesan Guild Ringing Day  

On Monday 6th May, Old Marston was pleased to play our part as being one of the 17 towers open to 

visitors for this year's Guild Ringing Day, an event which raised 

around £1,700 for the ODG bell fund.  

We welcomed 43 ringers during our one hour afternoon slot, 

some of whom had travelled from as far as Yorkshire, Kent and 

Herefordshire, with two lots of Stedman, one each of Plain Bob 

Minor, Little Bob Minor, Grandsire and various Plain Hunts on 5 

and 6.    Amongst the visitors was Richard Steele and his 

daughter Rebecca who travelled up from St May’s, Frittenden 

in Kent.   Richard was married here at St Nicholas back in the 

1990s prior to moving to Kent, and he and Rebecca have rung 

here previously when he travels up to run in the Oxford Half 

Marathon in October of which Old Marston is on the route.   He has furnished us with some splendid aerial 

photos of the churches featured on Monday's Ringing Day courtesy of his drone, including  

Old Marston, Iffley and Woodeaton.  (Left to right below).    We were pleased to be able to have four of 

our own tower band in attendance on Monday to ensure that Richard and Rebecca both had some method 

ringing at the back end of the allocated hour, and we hope to see them again this Autumn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

The latest monthly Daytime Practice at 

Bletchingdon took place on  

Wednesday 8th May, comprising a roughly 

even split of Minor and Doubles methods, 

including up to Plain Bob Minor and 

Cambridge Surprise.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Four of our Marston band travelled over to 

act as helpers during the morning. 

 
 


