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 We were pleased to welcome Charlotte Furneaux back down with us again from Yorkshire for a few days 

over the weekend before last, and fit in a couple of quarter peals, the one on Saturday being her first on the 

bells at Chilton, although she has rung there with us several 

times in the past on our numerous general ringing visits.   

Afterwards, we had the opportunity to catch up on things for an 

hour or so in the nearby garden centre cafe. Then on Sunday 

morning we were able to score another quarter peal for her with 

our band on the Old Marston bells. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Saturday 27th July.  All Saints, Chilton.  1260 Doubles 7m/v: 

Susan King, Jane Hedges, Charlotte Furneaux, Paul Lucas,  

Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday 28th July.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 15m/v: 

Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid (c), Charlotte Furneaux, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 "Thank you so much everyone. I enjoyed catching up and ringing with you all!    Enjoy your summer, and I’ll 

catch up again at some point soon when I am next down visiting."   Charlotte. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 Also, that weekend a quarter peal was rung at Cowley: 

 Saturday 27th July.  St James, Cowley.   1296 Spliced Surprise Minor (12m): 

 

 

Marc Jones, Lindsay Powell, Craig Robertson (c), Sara Jones, Dorothy Hall, Peter Spain 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        A quarter peal was rung at Headington on the Wednesday evening of 31st July, as a fond farewell to their 

vicar, Fr Darren McFarland, who is leaving Headington after  

14 years to move to a new post in 

the Diocese of Lincoln.        

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday 31st July.   

St Andrew’s, Headington.    

1260 Grandsire Doubles: 
 

 

Tertia Softley, Rachel Croft,  

Clare Fairbairn (c), Colin Taylor,  

Paul Lucas, Steve Everett 

(Fr Darren is standing in the middle) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Sunday afternoon of 4th August, prior to evensong, we finally got around to ringing our first date 

touch of 2024 at Old Marston.   This quarter peal was dedicated to the memory of Michael's mother,  

Irene Mary Haynes. 

  

Sunday 4th August.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.   2024 Doubles (33m/v): 
 

 

Andrea Rowley, Maarit Kivilo (c), Michael Haynes, Steve Davies (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby  

  

  



  On Wednesday 7th August, there was a significant departure from the monthly Bicester Branch Daytime 

Doubles practice at Bletchingdon by way of a Triples session at  

St Nicholas, Islip. 
 

 

This is from Steve Vickars:- 
 

 

“A total of sixteen ringers attended our Triples ‘tryout’ morning.    

Many thanks to Teresa, and Islip church for allowing us the use of 

their wonderful bells.    We rang Plain Bob Triples almost exclusively 

and our students got good experience ringing inside to one or more 

plain courses or touches. For several of our students it was their first 

experience of ringing a triples method with a real team, and I felt it 

did much to break the fear of ringing triples for several students. 

Finally, we rang a plain course of Grandsire Triples before Andrea led a lower of all eight. Well done everyone, 

and special thanks to our helpers, who were kept busy ringing or standing by students all through the session.” 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Saturday it was a great pleasure to have the opportunity to organize another 

quarter peal for Kathy Xu at a tower away from Oxford which she had not 

previously rung at before, this time on the 

bells of the church in Launton.   This was 

also the first visit to ring there for Ruth and 

Andrea, with the ‘bijou’ dimensions of the 

ringing room coming as even more of a 

surprise than the steep exterior ladder at the 

entrance to the tower.   Our last visit to 

Launton for a quarter peal, was just before 

the lockdowns of 2020 and so it was a must 

to have the group photo taken at the location synonymous with the tower!   

Afterwards we found a coffee bar – ‘Esquires’ in Graven Hill, on the outskirts of Bicester which met with 

unambiguous approval. 
 

 

Saturday 10th August.  Assumption BVM, Launton.  1260 Doubles (16m/v): 

Judith Kirby, Andrea Rowley, Kathy Xu, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Ruth Leatherdale 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 11th August, a quarter peal was rung at St Giles, Oxford, to commemorate 

the birthday on 7th August of ringer Charlotte Everett, mother of Steve, who sadly 

passed away in December 2022.  

 

  

 

Sunday 11th August.  St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Cambridge Surprise Major: 

Sara Jones, Alison Felton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Caroline Flockton,  

John Pusey, Peter Felton, Stuart Flockton (c) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

   

 

 

 

Also on that Sunday evening we rang a quarter 

peal at Old Marston, of Olympic Doubles, signifying the closing 

ceremony of the 2024 Olympic Games and celebrating the  

65 medals won by Team GB & NI and the 140 or so individual 

medallists within the team. 
 

 

Sunday 11th August.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.    

1320 Olympic Doubles: 

 

 

 

Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Andrea Rowley,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 


