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               Tuesday 15th July – edition no: 314   

The annual Wolvercote & Wytham Midsummer Festival this year spanned ten days, from 20th - 29th June, and 

once again the bell ringers 

were represented during St 

Peter's Church Fete on the 

second Saturday.   As well as 

their dumb-bell and screen 

attracting plenty of interest, 

this time there was also 

another large screen for 

everyone to view one of the 

tower bells in action, with the 

wooden clamp silencing the 

clapper.   We were pleased to do our little bit to help by way of lending them 

our clamp from Old Marston, but as the fourth bell at Wolvercote is larger in 

diameter than the Marston number four then it initially kept slipping out of 

position during the ringing demonstration, necessitating Christopher Beale having to take the daunting looking 

trip up and down the long ladder to the bells several times.   Fortunately, an extra couple of sticky pads either 

end of the clamp did the trick, and the rest of the afternoon went without a hitch!    
 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

  On Sunday 29th June, a quarter peal was rung at St Giles in Oxford, to mark the blessing of 

 the new kitchen in their church.  

St Giles, Oxford.   1288 Little Bob Major: 

Craig Robertson (c), Andrew Spicer, Alison Felton, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell,  

Steve Everett, Peter Felton, John Pusey   
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-- 

 

 

On Sunday 6th July, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston, also, there was a visiting band 

from Berkshire who rang a quarter peal  at North Hinksey for a baptism service. 

 
 

 
 

St Lawrence, North Hinksey.  1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

J Rebecca Gay, Maureen Velvick, Nigel Gay, Tyler Velvick, Marcus Allum (c), Jennifer Velvick 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.   1260 Grandsire Triples:  

John Pusey, Alison Felton, Stuart Flockton, Aden Tang, Peter Felton, Craig Robertson (c), 

Caroline Flockton, Lindsay Powell  

 

 

 

 

(Congratulations to Aden on his first Triples quarter peal).  

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Single Canterbury 

Pleasure Bob Minor (540), Plain Bob Minor (720):  

 

 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Paul Lucas, Stephen Davies, 

Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Rung prior to the Evensong service) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Good news from one of our nearest neighbouring towers outside of Oxford City, with the recent return, after 

restoration, of the six bells to the tower at St Leonard’s, 

Eynsham which is a tower with a particular connection to Old 

Marston as, until the 2020 lockdown, three or four of our ringers 

would regularly join their Sunday morning service ringing after 

our Old Marston quarter peal, and a couple of their band would 

often be part of our quarter peal bands. In addition, our ringers 

were happy to supplement wedding ringing bands plus we have 

rung just shy of 30 quarter peals on the bells since the 1990s, 

most recently two QPs in 2023. We very much hope that it will be 

possible for us to have the opportunity to reacquaint ourselves 

with this excellent set of bells in the near future.   

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday morning, a quarter peal originally scheduled to be on the 

Chearsley bells, was rung at Iffley so that some of the band would be 

available to ring for the wedding at the church shortly afterwards.  

Our grateful thanks must go to Susan and Simon King for treating us 

to some much needed refreshment during the intervening time, in a 

welcoming 

shady part of 

their garden.  

 

 

 

Whilst there, 

Andrea got to 

experience 

what handling a Dwarf Reticulated Python feels like!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 12th July.  SMV, Iffley.  1260 Doubles (8m/v): 
 

 

 

Susan King, Andrea Rowley (c), Ruth Leatherdale (c), 

Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 13th July, we welcomed Benjamin Poole back to our quarter peal roster during his summer break  

from Southampton University, for what was his 100th quarter peal, or his 101st if you count a date touch a couple 

of years ago.   Also more kudos for Kathy Xu, not only for some excellent trebling throughout today, but for 

successfully making it through a plain course of Stedman Doubles at her first attempt during our Friday evening 

practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 13th July.  St Nicholas, Old Marston. 

1260 Doubles (15m/v) St Simon's, St Martin's, St Osmund, Eynesbury, St Nicholas, Winchendon,  

St Remigius, Huntley, RCPD, St Columb, Plain Bob, St Augustine, Reverse St Bartholomew,  

Ashbourne, Ashley: 

Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Benjamin Poole (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 

The quarter peal was rung prior to the morning service, which was the final service at Old Marston for our  

long-standing Choirmaster and organist, Neil Barker 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Upcoming Event: 
There’s a big event coming up at Witney this coming Saturday, 19th July, featuring a talk by the amazing 

Steve Colman.   (see the poster below).  

 

 

 

 

Recently, Steve was interviewed on the Phil Mercer Show on BBC Radio Oxford, and if you click on the link  

below, you should be able to listen to it on BBC Sounds:  (You may have to copy this link into your browser) 
 

Phil Mercer on BBC Radio Oxford - 13/07/2025 - BBC Sounds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Leatherdale 



 


