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MARSTON UPDATE

Friday 15" August - edition no: 316

Just prior to the start of our Friday evening practice on 1*' August,
Hugh received a very generous donation on behalf of the St Nicholas
Society of Bellringers from Lucy Hughes, widow of our long-time
Tower Captain, Anthony Hughes, in gratitude for our ringing on the
day of his funeral and our ancillary ringing to celebrate his life.

On Sunday 3" August, quarter peals were rung at St Giles
and Old Marston.
St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Spliced Surprise Major.
(Cambridge and Yorkshire):
Craig Robertson (c), Sara Jones, Alison Felton, Caroline Flockton,
Lindsay Powell, John Pusey, Stephen Everett, Stuart Flockton

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Plain Bob Minor:
Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo, Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c)

On Thursday 7" August a quarter peal was rung at Cowley.

St James, Cowley. 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor:
Joe Norton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Elizabeth Mullett, Craig Robertson, Lindsay Powell (c), Sara Jones

On the Friday evening of 8" August, our Old Marston practice was
joined by an unexpected, and most welcome, visitor, Deborah
Southgate, from Twyning in Gloucestershire, who learnt to ring at
Old Marston back in the 1970s, and served as our Ringing Master
before moving to Gloucestershire after getting married.

Deborah's last recorded ringing at Old Marston was as part of the

band which rang a peal to celebrate the late Queen Elizabeth's Silver
Jubilee in June 1977, and having returned to ringing in recent times
she rang her first quarter peal since that time back in May this year

at Tewkesbury Abbey.
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On Saturday 9" August we rang a quarter peal on the bells in the lovely village of Souldern, which is situated

~/

just on the Oxfordshire side of the county border with
Northamptonshire, and as a result it shares the demeanour of both
counties in equal measure. The focal point is the ancient village
pond, fed from a hillside spring, which is an excellent marker post —
straight onto the pub or direct right to the church. From the 17th
century the two fishponds opposite the church were fed from this
pond, with tench, perch and particularly carp stocked there for a
ready supply to the rectory there. England's most famous Romantic
poet resided at the rectory for a short period whilst he composed
his sonnet, “A Parsonage in Oxfordshire”. The church building that

stands today contains only fragments of the 12th century original,
which fell into disrepair and was demolished in 1775, not being rebuilt until nearly a century later. This was our

15™ quarter peal on these fine bells since 2000 (over half of all the quarter peals rung on the bells), the last time




being in 2018 — featured in the Marston Update on 16" May 2018.  Thank
you, and congratulations to Christine Redford from Kirtlington who tenored
for us and notched up her 25" quarter peal in the process. Afterwards we
took a well-earned refreshment break at the nearby Fox Inn, where a weary
English Springer Spaniel dozed adjacent to our table on the rear patio!

St Mary the Virgin, Souldern.
1260 Doubles (12m/v). St Simon's,
St Martin's, Eynsham, St Leonard, SRR
St Osmund, St Nicholas, Lapley, RCPD, Southrepps,
Plain Bob, April Day, Grandsire:

- Judith Kirby, Martin King, Colin Taylor, Steve Bardsley,
~ Hugh Deam (c), Christine Redford
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After the morning endeavours

concluded, Colin and Hugh
dashed over to Stanton St John to complement the band ringing for a

wedding there.  With its lofty setting on an eastern brow overlooking
Oxford, some 330ft above sea-level, the church lends itself to the
visualization of a timeless wedding venue, especially if the sun is
shining. We managed well over fifteen minutes continuous ringing
straight after the happy couple exited the church, plus another short
burst prior to ringing down.

Sunday 9" August saw a quarter peal rung at St Giles.

St Giles, Oxford. 1312 Double Norwich Court Bob Major:
Stephen Everett, Craig Robertson (c), Alison Felton, Catherine Lane, Sara Jones,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Felton, John Pusey

Please note that the obituary for our long-time ringing colleague and great friend,
Bernard Masterman, has appeared in the most recent edition of the Ringing World
(No 5963) on 8" August.

Also detailed are the tower and handbell quarter peals that were rung in
celebration of his life.

UPcomi”g Event: the bells of St Giles and is remembered as

a principal contributor. The brothers were

enerous daredevils, abseiling for chanity on
Our next Outing is scheduled for Saturday 20" September, heading east to the : '
Aylesbury Vale area. Please contact Hugh, if you are interested in coming along.

10.15am Haddenham (8) SMV
17cwt. HP17 8AH (left)

11.45am Great Kimble (6) (right)
St Nicholas 10cwt. HP17 0XS

(Lunch at Bledlow Cricket Club
TBC)

2.15pm Chinnor (6) TBC
3.30pm AN Other tower TBA

Make a note in your diaries. Further details will follow.




