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Very sadly, we have to report the passing of Michael Haynes, who had been part of
our Old Marston band for many years. Besides his ringing duties for the church,
Michael was also Church Warden at St Laurence's church in Milcombe, and licensed
to conduct services at Godswell Park Care Home in Bloxham. Although Michael lived
in the village of Milcombe, sitiuated just south of Bloxham, a substantial portion of his
ringing was done with our Old Marston band, either on our Outings, Saturday quarter
peal mornings at other towers around the county and beyond, or in more recent years
as part of our Sunday service quarter peal bands, with over 120 quarter peals and 2
peals rung here since 2011. At this time, details of his funeral arrangements are not
known and a more comprehensive obituary should feature in the next Update.
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Already a number of quarter peals with a dedication to Michael have been rung, beginning with one on the
newly augmented bells at Shilton in the Witney & Woodstock Branch on Friday 3" October.
Holy Rood, Shilton. 1260 Plain Bob Minor:
Anthony Williamson, Andrew Goldthorpe, Rosemary Hemmings. Alison Merryweather-Clarke,
Malcolm Fairbairn, Richard White (c)

Then on Sunday 5" October, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston, both featuring
dedications to Michael Haynes.
St Giles, Oxford. 1260 Grandsire Triples
Joy Blanchard, Andrew Spicer, Catherine Lane, Alison Felton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c),
John Pusey, Peter Felton, Marc Jones

(First quarter peal trebling to Triples for Joy Blanchard)

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 720 St Clement's College Bob Minor, 540 Plain Bob Minor:
Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo, Steve Bardsley, Steve Davies, Hugh Deam (c)
(First quarter peal featuring St Clement's for Steve Bardsley)

On Saturday 4™ October, the final ‘Marston Market’ of the year ! ‘\,w
was held at Mortimer Hall, and we were able to assemble a band "
to ring the handbells during the morning part of the event, going
twice through our varied repertoire of non-Christmas tunes, and

getting a few Market attendees to have a go!

The Market, organised by Duncan, our Tower Treasurer, was
more eclectic than ever, with freshly-made ice-cream on sale this
time, along with locally pressed and bottled apple and pear juice,

hand crafted chocolate from the Chilterns, artisan bread, cakes,
jams and a further dozen or more craft stalls.

1. Reading. : , . o . .
2> Hook Norton. Then in the afternoon, this year's Guild 6-Bell Striking and Raising and Lowering
3. Longcot. Competitions were hosted by the Oxford City Branch at Cuddesdon and

4. High Wycombe. Garsington respectively, with Hook Norton retaining the Ringing Up and Down
5. Easthampstead. trophy and Reading retaining the Striking trophy. There was a noticeable drop in
6. Old Marston the number of Branches entering this year — only 7 from a possible 15, hence a
(7.) Youth Band*. Youth Band was put together to make an 8th (non-competition eligible*) team.
7. Witney.




Despite our six ringers having never practised altogether as a band prior to the day, we were pleased to earn our
joint-highest ever placing in a Guild Final and possibly our lowest number of faults.

The two judges for the main competition were from the esteemed St Mary Redcliffe church in Bristol, and
there was an excellent tea served in the nearby W.L Hall, with the City Branch doing an estimable job of hosting.

There was another capacity turnout for the Oxford Half Marathon on Sunday 12" October, and once again
Marston was the midway point of the 13.1 mile route. Amongst the 14,842 runners were at least two
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local bellringers, Hannah Perkin from Headington (pictured) and
Martin King from Iffley.

The musical accompaniment at the junction of Marston Ferry Road and
Oxford Road this year saw a change from a Caledonian Pipe Band to the
Oxford Silver Band, with ‘Sweet Caroline’ not surprisngly being the most
popular of the tunes for prompting redoubled efforts amongst the runners
as they broached the halfway mark. Somewhere in the region of £1.2 miliion
had already been raised for numerous charities by the start of the event.

Sunday also saw quarter peals rung at St Giles, Old Marston and Iffley:

St Giles, Oxford. 1260 Grandsire Doubles:
Andrew Williams, Stephen Everett, Marc Jones (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Simon Edwards, Geraint Jones

First quarter peal as conductor for Marc. First quarter peal together for father and son, Marc and Geraint

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (14m/v):

St Simon'’s, Pink slipper, St Martin's, St Nicholas,
The New Year It Is Entered, Winchendon, Reverse Canterbury,
St Columb, All Saints, Plain Bob, Mead, Grandsire, Ladbroke,
Lady Eleanor Clifton:

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Ruth Leatherdale, Maarit Kivilo (c),
Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal

Rung prior to afternoon service and marking another highly
successful Oxford Half Marathon.

St Mary's, Iffley 1260 Doubles (4m 1v):
Susan King, Elizabeth Mullett, Keith Godfrey, Steve Bardsley, Steve Davies (c), Andrew Honey

Rung prior to Evensong and marking the re-opening of Court Place, Iffley — Graduate accommodation
of Oxford University.




