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It is with profound sadness that we have to report the recent passing of Bernard Masterman, a truly 

remarkable ringer who was blind from birth, and who so many of our 

readership will have known and rung with across the years.   There is now a 

detailed appreciation of Bernard, composed by John Pusey, on the Oxford 

City Branch website, if you click on the News page.   For many years, Bernard 

was a regular ringer, in any given week, at St Giles in Oxford, Old Marston 

and North Hinksey, for 

practice nights and Sunday 

service ringing.    From an Old 

Marston perspective, Bernard 

rang no less than 276 quarter 

peals on our bells between 

2001 and 

2017, plus he 

was part of 14 

quarter peals 

at North 

Hinksey rung by mixed Old Marston and Hinksey bands 

between 2002 and 2017.   Other favourite towers where he 

rang with our travelling quarter peal band on Saturday 

mornings were Chilton – 15 quarter peal, and Sunningwell 10.   

Amongst the numerous photos featuring Bernard, one of the 

most evocative of his enthusiasm was when we rang at Combe 

and he took the opportunity to work the water pump near the entrance to the churchyard!     

Also a few years later, he personally christened the extra wide box we had made for him to stand on when 

ringing at Old Marston.  Bernard had a wonderful sense of humour!  He will be very sadly missed. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 Sunday 27th October.  St Giles, Oxford. 1264 Plain Bob Major: 

Craig Robertson (c), Caroline Flockton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Marc Jones, Stuart Flockton, 

Andrew Williams, Jacob Hubbard, John Pusey 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 The latest monthly Morning Doubles and Minor Practice 

at Bletchingdon took place on Tuesday 29th October, with 

another strong turnout of students and helpers. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 The first weekend of November was busy, with quarter  

peals rung at three Oxford towers: 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saturday 2nd November.  St Andrew’s, Headington. 

1260 Reverse Canterbury Doubles:   

Amy Wood, Tertia Softley, Clare Fairbairn (c), Malcolm 

Fairbairn, Paul Lucas, Colin Taylor   (Below:)  



 Rung in celebration of the recent wedding of Headington ringer, 

Alex Jackman and Cara Atkinson.   Also in celebration of the 

wedding of Lorna Softley, daughter of Tertia, and Dani Coventry. 
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Sunday 3rd November.    

St Giles, Oxford. 

1265 Stedman Triples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Felton, Alison Felton, Jacob Hubbard,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Craig Robertson (c),  

Stephen Everett, John Pusey, Dana Josephson 

 Rung half muffled in memory of Bernard Masterman. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kvilo, Stephen Davies, Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c)  

 

 

 Rung prior to All Souls service and also dedicated to the memory of Bernard.  

This was the first quarter peal of Plain Bob Minor for Steve Bardsley from Iffley 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

  Once again, our great friend Charlotte Furneaux was back down this way from Yorkshire for a few days over 

the weekend and we were able to arrange a quarter peal at a tower she hadn't rung at before, indeed 

possibly the most 

pastorally situated 

tower in Oxfordshire.   

This was our fourth 

time visiting 

Chastleton, and once 

again everyone 

thoroughly enjoyed 

the bells and the 

special location, with 

the church situated adjacent to Chastleton House, with its historical association with the Gunpowder Plot, 

and centuries later its lawns hosting the meeting that standardised the rules for croquet.    This was the first 

time at Chastleton for five of the band, and we dedicated the quarter peal to Bernard, who was with us the 

last time we rang here back in 2013, and also in 2006 (pictured above). 

 

 

 Saturday 9th November.  St Mary the Virgin, Chastleton.  1260 Doubles (11m/v): 

Charlotte Furneaux, Andrea Rowley, Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Hugh Deam (c), Ruth Leatherdale 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 10th November.  St Andrew’s, Headington. 

1288 Plain Bob Triples: 

Amy Wood, Tertia Softley, Clare Fairbairn, Colin Taylor, 

Rachel Croft, Stephen Everett, Malcolm Fairbairn (c), Paul Lucas 

 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Day, and also to the 

memory of our friend Bernard. 

 

 



On the same morning morning, Charlotte joined our band to ring a half muffled quarter peal before the 

Remembrance Sunday morning service, her 35th quarter peal at Old Marston. 

 

 

 Sunday 10th November.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (8m/v): 

Jane Hedges, Ailsa Reid, Charlotte Furneaux, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 A message from Charlotte:  

“Thank you for organising the bellringing over the weekend.  It’s always lovely to catch up with everyone.  

I feel like my ringing always improves when I'm challenged out of my comfort zone.  

I definitely felt challenged on both Saturday and Sunday.   Looking forward to catching up soon in January!”   

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most towers in the City Branch managed to ring on Sunday morning, including St Giles where Oxford's main 

Remembrance service is held at the War 

Memorial at the junction of Banbury 

and Woodstock road.   Also, in the 

weeks leading up to Remembrance Day 

there have been numerous knotted 

postbox toppers appearing across the 

county and nationwide, including the 

dutiful example spotted outside a Post 

Office in Hurst, Berkshire. 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 

 

The annual fireworks display in Old Marston took place on 

the Saturday evening of 2nd November outside the  

Red Lion pub, with a more dazzling spectacle across the 

sky than ever! 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Event 
 

 

 

Saturday 7th December - Oxford City Branch Practice 

at Wheatley (6) (Tenor 9cwt) (OX33 1LZ) 

10.30am - 12.00noon 

This Branch Practice is open to ringers of all abilities. 

So, if you’re a learner, and can handle your bell rope 

with confidence, then please come along! 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is welcome. The more, the merrier! 
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