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On Tuesday 31 March, an afternoon Plain Hunt session
organised by Steve Vickars and the Bicester Branch was
held at Bletchingdon.

Steve Vickars writes: Three students and eight helpers
came to the Plain Hunt practice at Bletchingdon. g
All the students circled the tower by way of ringing all the &
bells involved in Plain Hunt on five. We are most grateful
for the support provided by our local and experienced ringers
who kept our ringing steady, which was so important for our = |
learners. At the end, our students trebled to doubles B = = N ER

methods - Grandsire and Plain Bob. And of course, we all had the obligatory team photo taken before everyone
dispersed! Special thanks must go to Sally for opening up and serving tea, coffee and cakes.

Another successful practice. Thank you everyone!

The following day, on 4™ March, we moved into our Spring season of midweek quarter
peals, with a first visit to the lovely South .
Oxfordshire village of South Stoke since

February 2009, when an all-Marston band rang a
quarter peal of Stedman.

There have been surprisingly few quarter peals
rung on the South Stoke bells. Our second here
was only the thirteenth in total listed for the
tower. With the exception of Hugh, this was the
first quarter peal on these bells for our band.
Given that a school is situated next to the church
grounds, it was something of a surprise that we got the nod to ring on a weekday during term-time.

: The long-standing tower
captain here, Robert
Small, sadly passed away
earlier this year and this
was the first quarter peal
on the bells since that
time. Some 20 years ago,
Hugh, and Heather
Banyard from Wheatley
; oL joined a weeknight . 7
practice here on St Andrew s Day — which meant there was no practice at Headlngton that Week and after the

: ringing, were invited to go to the Perch & Pike with some of the band,
including Robert (pictured second from ‘ .
left). After we concluded our quarter
peal, it was less than a two-minute walk to
lunch at the Perch & Pike, which had just
reopened under new management at the
end of last year. It was just as well that
we got there just after their noon opening,
as by 12.45 virtually every table on the
premises was occupied with diners!




Wednesday 4" March. St Andrews,
South Stoke. 1260 Doubles.
11lmv: Winchendon, St Nicholas,
St Giles, St Simons, St Alban, Plain Bob,
Kennington, Salwarpe, Reverse
Canterbury, Southrepps, Grandsire:

Dan Neal, Michael Probert,
Ruth Leatherdale (c), Steve Bardsley,
Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu

On Saturday 7" March, the Oxford City Branch AGM was held at Old Marston, with ringers from eight different
Branch towers in attendance, along with the Guild Steward, Tony Crabtree overseeing our Branch. The majority
of ringers attending the meeting stayed on for around an hour of ringing on our bells for the Branch Practice.
A raffle was held with the proceeds going towards Branch funds, and there was a good appetite shown by the
attendees for the refreshments provided, raising nearly £50 towards our tower funds.

Thanks must go to Andrea and Jane for taking care of the catering duties, with some delicious cakes!

In April, we are looking forward to welcoming one of the groups from the Radley Course ringing on our bells.

St Mary's, Iffley. 1260 Doubles 5m 4v:
Susan King, Elizabeth Mullett, Martin King, Steve Bardsley (c),
Stephen Davies (c), Andrew Honey

Rung to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the casting of the
tenor bell at Iffley.

While completing this edition of the
Marston Update, out of the blue, we
heard that Ruth Leatherdale and Dan
Neal had ‘Tied The Knot', and got married at the Oxford Regtstry Ofﬁce on Tuesday
10" March! The ringers at Headington dedicated their quarter peal on Saturday

14" March to them. x ' ?
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St Andrews, Headington.
1260 Plain Bob Minor:
Malcolm Fairburn, Tertia Softley,

Joy Blanchard, Clare Fairburn (c),
Stephen Everett, Paul Lucas.

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 (7m/v). Plain Bob, Kennington,
Salwarpe, Tichborne, Marston, April Day, Grandsire

11 Michael Probert, Colin Taylor, Paul Lucas
. Gordon Smith, Hugh Deam (c)

Rung to congratulate Ruth and Dan!

Earlier a quarter peal had been rung at Headington on
gth March, unconnected to the Ruth and Dan nuptials, before
their good news had come through!

St Andrews, Headington. 1260 Plain Bob Minor:
Amy Wood, Marc Jones, Colin Taylor, Stephen Everett, Benjamin Woodrow,
Stuart Flockton (c), Simon Edwards (cover)



Also last Sunday, a quarter peal was rung at St Giles for Mothering Sunday.

St Giles, Oxford. 1296 Plain Bob Major:
Alison Felton (c), Stuart Flockton, Joy Blanchard, Steve Everett,
John Pusey, Lindsay Powell, Craig Robertson, Peter Felton

Upcoming Events
For the Outing this coming Saturday, 21°* March, Hugh has reserved
tables for lunch at the Old Five Bells in Burnham, which is situated
adjacent to the churchyard of the tower we are ringing at.

He has also reserved one table at the Woodstocks Coffee House and
Tearooms a couple of minutes walk away. Please find the pub menu
attached on your Update email. There is no need to order in advance, as
we can order when we get there.

10.30am Hitcham (6) St Mary 6cwt
SL1 7DP

12.00noon Burnham (8) St Peter 12cwt
SL1 7HX

1.00pm Lunch - The Old Five Bells,
Burnham SL1 7HZ or
Woodstocks Coffeehouse and Tearooms,
Burnham SL1 7JP

3.00pm Dorney (6) St James 7cwt SL4

4.30pm Bray (8) St Michael 24cwt SL6
2UB
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Easter Monday. 6th April.
An ‘Open Practice’ with the Kirtlington ringers
10.00am to 11.30am Kirtlington (8) SMV 16cwt OX5 3HF
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