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On Sunday 1st September, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston. 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Plain Bob Major: 

Colin Taylor, Simon Edwards, Alison Felton, Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton,  

John Pusey, Steve Everett, Peter Felton (c) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Minor – 720 Single Canterbury Minor, 540 Plain Bob Minor: 

Andrea Rowley, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo, Steve Davies, Martin King, Hugh Deam (c) 

 (This was the first Single Canterbury in a quarter peal for both Martin and Steve.) 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 Now in the 74th year, after its inception at Old Marston by the late Roy Jones, The Wayfarers 2024 Tour 

spent their week and a bit ringing at towers in Worcestershire, 

Warwickshire and Northamptonshire.   Amongst the dozens of towers 

visited across the eight days 

were the two which closely 

adjoin in Pershore, namely the 

St Andrew's Centre and the 

Abbey church of the Holy Cross.   

At the entrance to the Abbey 

grounds is the War Horse 

Memorial which was unveiled on 

the site in November 2019 prior to 

Remembrance Day.   There were several lunch venues in town chosen by  

the ringers, including the Sugar ‘n’ Spice Cafe, which instead of numbering its’ 

tables has them differentiated with the names of surrounding villages!    

Also on the way back home on the Tuesday evening, Hugh travelled through 

the village of Twyning, situated most idyllically on the River Avon, and  

spotted a startling large wooden sculpture of a cobra situated betwixt a 

garden and the kerb on the road to the riverside!     

Another tower rung at after Pershore was St James the Great in Birlingham, 

beautifully situated with a cricket field behind, and a match in progress at the 

time of our visit.   The interior of the 

church was equally 

impressive, along with 

the bells, but the one 

down side was the sheer 

climb to the gallery via a 

metal ladder that ceases 

a rung short, thus 

requiring some 

adroitness in hoisting 

oneself across to reach 

the gallery floor. 



On the Saturday afternoon of 7th September, the ringers at Bletchingdon, supported by Kirtlington and 

Witney, were delighted to host a fund raising event –“An Afternoon with Steve Coleman”.     Aproximately 

100 people, from Oxfordshire and 

beyond, all at various stages of their 

ringing journey, thoroughly enjoyed 

an informative and entertaining 

afternoon with the renowned author 

of the supportive and encouraging 

series of 'Companion' books, 

frequently used as a point of 

reference by many ringers.   The two 

topics were first, 'Ropesight - How to 

acquire it, and how to survive without it' and secondly, Learning Methods –  
 

 

 

The best ways to learn 

methods’. 

An interval separated the two 

topics, where a vast array of 

wonderful home baked cakes 

with tea and coffee were on 

offer, along with a Craft Stall. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

On Sunday 8th September quarter peals were once again rung at Old Marston and St Giles: 

Our quarter peal at Old Marston on Sunday morning included Blackburn Place, which was the first time  

we have included it in our method miscellany. 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles  (25m/v): 

Jane Hedges, Ailsa Reid (c), Maarit Kivilo (c), Benjamin Poole, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 The Patronal Festival and opening of St Giles Fair was celebrated with a quarter peal at St Giles church  

on Sunday morning.  

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.   1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Lindsay Powell, Austin Dunn, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), John Pusey 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On the Monday morning of the 9th September, the 400th anniversary St Giles Fair was officially opened by 

the current Lord Mayor 

of Oxford, having begun 

in 1624 as a parish 

festival celebrating the 

feast of the patron saint, 

St Giles.   As has been 

the case in recent years, 

the nave of the church 

was primarily given over 

to a colourful model 

exhibition on the Monday, depicting and celebrating the stalls, rides 

and machinery synonymous with funfairs. This showcase was particularly apt as in the 18th century the fair 

here had become a toy fair, prior to developing into the variety of attractions seen today. 



On Tuesday 10th September, we began our Autumn swing of midweek quarter 

peals with a trip out east to Shabbington, a mere vault across the county 

border into Buckinghamshire as manifested in the River Thame.   Although 

Ruth rang on these bells during our outing here last year, this was the first 

quarter peal on a counter-clockwise set of bells for both herself and Dan.     

Afterwards, our band proceeded to the nearby Old Fisherman pub, which is 

situated directly alongside the babbling river. 

 

 

St Mary Magdalene, Shabbington.  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Dan Neal, Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale, Hugh Deam,  

Peter Felton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c) 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

On Thursday 12th September, Paul Lucas went to a very enjoyable recital at Islip Village Hall, to listen to the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

magnificent  Launton Handbell Ringers.  They brought along a selection of their 81 bells, many of them 

dating back 300 years, which the legendary Mr Fred Sharpe, 

had created from old bells in his own workshop, many of them 

formerly used in servants quarters in old stately homes, and 

various other places!   The ringers played a wonderful selection 

of tunes, including old folk songs, and a brilliant rendition of 

the “Sailor’s Hornpipe”.   At the end of the recital, many people 

from the audience were invited to try the bells out, playing a 

selection of Christmas carols!   Although we all tried our best, 

we decided that it sounded better in the hands of the experts! 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday 15th September.  St Giles, Bletchingdon.    

1380 Grandsire Doubles: 

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Michael Probert, Paul Lucas,  

Gordon Smith, Steve Vickars (c), Hugh Deam 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 This month's 

midweek 

Daytime 

Practice, 

organised by 

Steve Vickars, returned to Bletchingdon on Wednesday 

18th September, with several of the students, either 

booked in for the Steeple Aston course, having an 

upcoming quarter peal, or both.   Hence there was an 

emphasis on Grandsire and Plain Bob Minor, plus there 

was time for a couple of other methods as well. 


