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On Sunday 30" November — Advent Sunday and St Andrew's Day — quarter peals were rung
at Old Marston, St Giles and Iffley.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 16m/v Stedman (120).
Plain Bob, Eynesbury, Advent 1, St Wenceslas, St Nicholas, Pluto, Reverse Canterbury, St Veronica,
Farnsfield, All Saints, Rushall, Stirling, Twyford, Grandsire, Ten Bears:

Kathy Xu, Ailsa Reid, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby
First 120 of Stedman in a quarter peal for Kathy and Ailsa. As it was Advent Sunday, we included the variation

known as Advent 1 — Eynesbury with Grandsire, Wallflower and Pinks singles. Advent 2 and Advent 3 can be
achieved with similar combinations of singles in Eynesbury.

St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major:
Joy Blanchard, Alison Felton, Benjamin Woodrow, Craig Robertson, Marc Jones,
Stuart Flockton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Felton

Ist in method for Benjamin

St Mary's, Iffley. 1260 Doubles 3m 2v. Plain Bob, April Day, Reverse Canterbury,
Clifford's Pleasure, Grandsire:
Susan King, Elizabeth Mullett, Keith Godfrey, Martin King, Stephen Davies (c), Andrew Honey

Andrea Rowley had a busy week at the beginning of the month, ringing quarter peals at North Oxfordshire and
South Warwickshire towers with the South Midlands District of the Ladies Guild during their Quarter Peal Week.

Monday 1* December. St Mary the Virgin, Souldern.
1260 Plain Bob Minor:
Bridget Taylor, Andrea Rowley, Sue McCouaig, Pam Bailey,
Rosemary Hemmings (c), Mary Leneis

Tuesday 2" December.
St Giles, Bletchingdon.
1260 Plain Bob Doubles:

Andrea Rowley,
Kate Burston, Alison Lee,
Sarah Thomas (c), Rosemary Hemmings, Heather Horner

Thursday 4™ December. St Lawrence, Shotteswell.
1260 Grandsire Doubles:

Mary Leneis, Andrea Rowley, Bridget Taylor (c), Sue McCouaig,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Rosemary Hemmings




Our quarter peal before Evensong at Old Marston on Sunday 7" December incorporated three variations that
we haven't included before, including ‘Advent 2’ as it was the second Sunday of Advent.
We also made a start with one of the 14 'bird themed' variations including ‘Puffin’ that can be obtained with
Reverse Canterbury as the base by mixing various bobs and singles with Old singles.

Sunday 7" December. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 16m/v:
Stedman (120), Plain Bob, Shropshire Lass, Eynesbury, Advent 2, Ember, St Osmund, Sussex, Kent,
Reverse Canterbury, St Veronica, Orange Juice, Puffin, Grandsire, Canterbury, Antelope

Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Steve Davies, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

The following day Monday 8" December, the bellringers were well represented at the Chrlstmas ‘Thank You"
e  o8lS evening organised by Skye, our
Vicar, and held at the Red Lion
pub on a day of the week when
they wouldn't normally be open.
There were twelve ringers
amongst the 50 or so attendees,
with a fine array of buffet food on
offer, most of which had gone by
the time things started winding
down around 9.00pm.

Two days later, on Wednesday evening, we welcomed an accomplished band of ringers from Gloucestershire -
the “Weds Night Group” who ring a couple of quarter peals most Wednesday evenings at towers in
Gloucestershire and neighbouring counties. It was good to catch up again with Simon Webb, who conducted
several of our Grandsire Triples quarters at Burford and surrounding towers on our Saturday quarter peal
mornings back in Roy Jones' time. The band had also rung a quarter peal of Kingston Treble Bob Minor at
Eynsham earlier in the evening, and after complimenting us on the fluency of our bells (1368 changes in just
under 40 minutes), they eagerly made for the Victoria Arms to sample their selection of craft ales from the
Butcombe Brewery in Bristol.

Wednesday 10" December. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1368 Oxford Treble Bob Minor:
Phill Payne, Rusty Hartley, Jonathan Adkins, David Matthews, Matthew Johnson, Simon Webb (c)

The imminent arrival of Christmas was
evident at Old Marston on Friday 12", and
Saturday 13" December, with our Friday
evening practice including a 120 of
‘Christmas Day Doubles’ — Reverse
Canterbury with Whittlesford Extreme calls
— and then Saturday afternoon with Carols
and Christingles accompanying the lighting
of the tree outside the church.

On Sunday 14" December, successful quarter peals were rung at three City Branch towers,
Old Marston, St Giles Oxford and Iffley.

Sunday 14" December. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 17m/v:
Plain Bob, Nick's got a screw loose, Dedworth, Eynesbury, Advent 3, St Simon's, Morning Star,
St Martin's, Jupiter, Reverse Canterbury, Penfro (Pembroke), Swan, Nightingale, Robin,
Grandsire, Dinbych-y-pysgod (Tenby)



Although illness meant that we were reduced to five, we still managed to ring all the method variations we
intended to — bar Stedman — in our Sunday service quarter peal on 14" December, where we concluded the
Advent variations, featured three more bird variations — Swan, Nightingale and, aptly coming up to Christmas,
Robin, St Kea — the 5th century saint who was active in Wales, the west country and Brittany, and two Welsh place
names — Penfro (Pembroke) and Dinbych-y- pysgod (Tenby), literally translating as "little fortress of the fish". In
light of the appalling events in Australia, we attached a dedication with this quarter peal,, expressing our heartfelt
condolences to the good people of Bondi Beach, NSW.

Judith Kirby, Ailsa Reid, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c)

St Giles, Oxford. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Aden Tang, Alison Felton, Jonathan Mills, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell, Peter Felton,
Stuart Flockton (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke

St Mary's, Iffley. 1260 Doubles 6m/v.
St Simon's, Plain Bob, April Day, Reverse Canterbury,
Cliffords Pleasure, Grandsire:

Jamie Brown, Keith Godfrey, Elizabeth Mullett,
Hugh Deam, Steve Davies (c), Andrew Honey

Rung in memory of Stephanie Louise Hill, wife of former Iffley ringer
Derek Hill. Also, friend of Mary Carroll and Jamie Brown.

H & And finally, Paul Lucas from Headington has just returned from a
five week extensive tour of Australia and the North Island of New Zealand. Paul writes:-

“If you're a bellringer, then Australia is a great place to visit! Having started off in Cairns in Queensland, where
there are no churches with bells, I moved on to Sydney, where there are around 17 good sets of tower bells, with
another 18 towers in the rest of New South Wales. I also went to Adelaide, where there are 5 towers, including
two cathedrals. Western Australia was my final destination, where there are 8 towers including the famous
“Bell Tower” in Perth containing the Swan Bells. (For full details of all the bells in Australia and New Zealand,
go to the ANZAB website: https://anzab.org.au/towers.php, where you can get all the information you need).
Anyway, in Adelaide, I met up with Hannah Tayler and Peter Norman, who come to Oxfordshire every summer to
visit their families. There, [ was delighted to take part in a quarter peal
with them at St Cuthbert’s in Prospect, one of the suburbs of
Adelaide, which went very well indeed.

Monday 1°' December. St Cuthbert's, Prospect, Adelaide SA.
1260 Stedman Doubles:

Paul Lucas, David Sorrel, Elbe Alexander, Peter Norman,

Hannah Tayler, Daniel Alexander

Then it was over to Perth, where I rang two quarter peals, one on the
“Cygnet Ring” — a mini-ring owned by Adam Beer in Balga, outside Perth.
Saturday 6" December. The Cygnet Ring, Balga. WA
1260 Plain Bob Minor:

Callum Crofton, Adam Beer,
Richard Offen, Paul Lucas,
Mike Collinson, Julie Taylor.

Sunday 7" December.

St George’s Cathedral, Perth.
1260 Plain Bob Minor:

Ian MaclLeod, Paul Lucas,

Julie Taylor, Henry Attfield,
Mike Collinson, Adam Beer




