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 The first of two Raising and Lowering sessions at Bletchingdon took place on Thursday 8th January, with five 

students and seven helpers for the two hour session: 

 

 

 

From Steve Vickars: The mornings’ practice was very much 

appreciated by all our students, whether at the early stages of 

raising and lowering in peal, or fine tuning their leading skills. 

After a short theory session, students joined one at a time with 

an experienced band raising and lowering on four or six bells. 

Several students expressed their appreciation of the different 

insights given them when standing behind or discussing 

outside the ringing chamber, and all gained most valuable 

rope time on an oft-neglected aspect of ringing. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 11th January, successful quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Iffley: 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Lindsay Powell, John Pusey, Joy Blanchard, Aden Tang, Stuart Flockton, Craig Robertson (c),  

Marc Jones, Alison Merryweather-Clarke 

 

 

 First Grandsire Triples on an inside bell for Joy. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s, Iffley.  1260 Doubles 4m 2v: 

 

 

Mary Carroll, Elizabeth Mullett, Keith Godfrey, Steve Bardsley (c), Steve Davies (c), Andrew Honey 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 On Tuesday 13th January, the weather conveniently warmed up just in advance of our first midweek quarter peal 

opportunity of 2026, as we welcomed our great friend Charlotte 

Furneaux back to Oxford for a week.   This was our first visit back to 

Church Hanborough for ten years, and a first time ringing these 

bells for Charlotte, Andrea and Dan.   

Given the dedication of the church it was 

fitting that we included two variations of 

St Martin's in the quarter peal (St Peter 

being made with Old singles, and St Paul 

made with Reverse Canterbury bobs).  

Our post-quarter peal destination this 

time was the fantastic Hanborough 

Coffee Shop in Long Hanborough, and we were very lucky to arrive just at the  

moment that a table to accommodate all of us became available.   Besides serving 

good drinks, they also offer a wide range of cakes, amongst all their other meals, 

meaning we all managed to opt for differing cakes, with Judy plumping for the Leek and Potato Soup. 

Whilst ordering our drinks and cakes, we encountered a particularly friendly and endearing Cavalier King Charles 

Spaniel and his owner, who was happy for us to take a photo!       

 

 

 

 

 

SS Peter and Paul, Church Hanborough. 1260 Doubles 10mv:   St Martin's, St Peter, St Paul, St Simon's,  

St Nicholas, Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob, Great Harrowden, Kennington, Grandsire:    

 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Furneaux, Andrea Rowley (c), Ruth Leatherdale (c), Michael Probert, Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

  



 The following morning, Wednesday 14th January, a ‘Doubles Daytime Practice’ at Bletchingdon was also the first 

of the new year for 2026, with seven students and eight helpers attending:  

 

From Steve Vickars:  Plenty of good progress was evident, as 

all our students got at least two good rings at their chosen 

method and bell, with Ala calling her first touch of Bob 

Doubles, Julie and Judith getting comfortable inside to bobs 

and singles in Grandsire, plus Christine and Barbara 

consolidating plain courses and fully unaffected touches of 

Grandsire. John also did well ringing inside to touches of Plain 

Bob. Liping got good practice trebling to touches of Bob Minor 

and various doubles methods in an asymmetrical touch. These 

sessions are always very much appreciated and would not be 

possible without the continued support of all our helpers. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The second quarter peal of the week for Charlotte was rung at Ducklington on the Saturday morning of  

17th January, being a first quarter on the bells for five of the band, also 

their first time ringing at the tower.   It also happened to be only our 

fifth visit here since our initial quarter peal back in 2003, along with two 

Stedman/Plain Bob Minor 

mornings, before our last 

quarter here back in 2010.   

By way of illustrating the 

contrast in the weight of 

bells between Tuesday and 

Saturday, the former with a 

13cwt tenor took well over 4 minutes per 120 changes, whereas this, 

with a 4cwt tenor, was about three and a half minutes per 120 

changes, and quite 

comfortably being the fastest ever quarter peal for most of the band, 

clocking in at 37 minutes. Afterwards, we headed for a quick brunch at 

the Kingsley Café on the A40 near Eynsham – adjacent to the Esso 

petrol station, a relatively new eatery that is clearly proving immensely 

popular as the main building was full up, so we made do with the 

large covered area that is attached, and which thankfully is heated.  
 

 

 

St Bartholomew, Ducklington, 1260 Doubles 10mv.    

Reverse Canterbury, St Columb, Birthday, Marston, Plain Bob, 

Frome, Avon, Vivat Rex Carolus, Kennington, Grandsire 

Andrea Rowley, Ailsa Reid (c), Charlotte Furneaux, Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Adrian Gray 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

Also on Saturday 17th January, a quarter peal was rung at Headington.  

 

St Andrew’s, Headington.   

1260 Single Canterbury 

Pleasure Bob Minor: 

Joy Blanchard, Tertia Softley, 

Clare Fairbairn (c),  

Malcolm Fairbairn, Rachel 

Croft, Paul Lucas  

 

A successful quarter peal 

after numerous previous 

attempts! 



On Sunday 18th January, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1344 Yorkshire Surprise Major: 

Craig Robertson (c), Alison Felton, Catherine Lane, Simon Edwards,  

Lindsay Powell, Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton, Christopher Mundy 

  

This was rung in thanksgiving for the life of Malcolm Hensher, long-time former 

ringer at St Giles, who is memorialized on the notice board of significant tower 

ringers across the years, which is on the wall of the ringing room. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 11m/v:  Reverse Canterbury, Broadwas, St Veronica, Plain Bob, 

Derwent, Trent, Shenley, Newnham, Grandsire, An 'L' of an Anniversary, Rarer 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby   

 

  

 

 

 

Thank you to Judy for stepping in from being on standby at short notice as Charlotte was unable to get across to us 

for her third QP of the week due to heavy fog in the north of the county on Sunday morning making driving very 

unwise. We look forward to Charlotte being down here to ring with us again later this year.   

After our quarter peal, we were able to take six ringers over to North Hinksey to give them their first service  

ring since last Summer, and to arrange a start date for training up three new ringers to hopefully return to  

more regular ringing at the tower in the near future. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

  And finally for now, a quarter peal was rung at Bletchingdon. 

 

 

 

Sunday 18th January, St Giles, Bletchingdon.  

1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

 

 

Christine Redford, Julie Penny, Steve Vickars, Paul Lucas,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Michael Probert  

 

 

 

 

Celebrating the life of lovely Gladys Curtis, with love to Sheila.  

Gladys had a great sense of humour and the gift of hospitality. 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

A growing number of ringers have been expressing interest in being part of our group which ventures out of 

Oxford to ring quarter peals on weekday mornings and Saturdays at least once a month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular readers will have seen the diverse locations we have visited in recent years, and that it is not all about the 

ringing, with a nice cafe, tea room, coffee shop or pub to pop into afterwards.   If you feel like extending your 

quarter peal ringing, whether tenor, treble or inside bell, then just get in contact with Hugh.     
 

 

Towers are carefully chosen to have bells conducive to your experience and are usually in lovely rural locations 

with plenty of local colour to survey, a random example of which are shown above.  

 

 

 

 Hugh is also arranging a Spring Ringing Outing on Saturday 21st March, which is the 40th anniversary of 

the first outing he organised in 1986.     Details of the towers to follow in the next few weeks. 


