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On Sunday 8" February quarter peals were rung at Old Marston, Headington and Iffley.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 15mv: St Simon's, St Alban, Southampton, Cassington,
Sywell, St Martin's, Kingswinford, Upper Broughton, Plain Bob, Shepherds Pie, Primrose, Snowdrop,
Antelope, St Valentine, Grandsire:

Jane Hedges, Ailsa Reid, Andrea Rowley, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

This quarter peal include several variations in keeping with the time of year; St Valentine (Antelope with Grandsire
bobs and Antelope singles), Snowdrop (Plain Bob with Reverse Canterbury bobs and Pinks bobs), Primrose (Plain
Bob with Grandsire bobs and wallflower singles), plus a first time one for us, Sywell (St Simon's with Old and
Grandsire singles). Also there was a second consecutive appearance in our quarters for Shepherds Pie Bob.

St Andrew’s, Headington. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Clare Fairbairn, Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Tertia Softley,
Stuart Flockton, Craig Robertson (c), Paul Lucas, Malcolm Fairbairn

This was the first quarter peal of Grandsire ‘inside’ for Tertia

St Mary's, Iffley. 1260 Doubles 8mv:
Mary Carroll, Elizabeth Mullett, Keith Godfrey, Steve Bardsley (c),
Steve Davies (c), Andrew Honey

Last weekend was a particularly busy one for quarter peals.

St Valentine's Day saw us put together another one of our first-time configurations for the visit to Sunningwell
for a quarter peal. This was a first time on the bells for Christine from Kirtlington, and Tertia from Headington,
and in Tertia's case, a first quarter peal outside of any of the Oxford City Branch towers.

Both Christine and Tertia are rapidly heading towards hitting their half centuries of quarter peals. We started the
quarter peal with a touch of Stedman and concluded appropriately enough with St Valentine. Afterwards, we
took a short walk to the cafe at the Red Deer Farm shop in the village that we are getting to know well —

2 The Barn, where we enjoyed warm drinks and cakes!

Saturday 14" February. St Leonard’s, Sunningwell.

1260 Doubles 13mv: Stedman (120), Plain Bob, Stairway,
Summer Beauty, Norfolk, St Simon's, St Nicholas, Reverse

i Canterbury, Wollaston, Grandsire, St Helen, Antelope, St Valentine

Tertia Softley,
Andrea Rowley (c), Steve
Bardsley, Paul Lucas (c),

Hugh Deam (c),
Christine Redford

Then in the afternoon, Ruth from Witney scored her first quarter
peal of Grandsire Triples, which was rung at Headington.

St Andrew’s Headington. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Malcolm Fairbairn, Ruth Leatherdale, Hugh Deam, Clare Fairbairn,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Stuart Flockton, Paul Lucas, Dan Neal




There were two more quarter peals rung at Oxford towers the following day at St Giles and Old Marston.

Sunday 15" February. St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major:
Craig Robertson, Alison Felton, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell, Joy Blanchard,
John Pusey, Christopher Mundy (c), Peter Felton

This was the first in method for Joy.

Our quarter peal at Old Marston included four variations, name-checking four towns and villages in
Northamptonshire, as well as three on the Hampshire coast, plus the earth metal Beryllium. We footnoted this
quarter with our best wishes for a speedy recovery to the e-scooter rider who was hospitalised the previous
evening after hitting quite one of the worst potholes in the city outside the Red Lion pub on the Oxford Road in
Old Marston. Fortunately, he is making a good recovery, but the dramatic CCTV footage from the pub has gone
well beyond the local press, and at least has highlighted the ‘
shameful state of the roads around the nation.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 16mv:

St Osmund, St Ambrose, Northampton, Eynesbury,
St John the Evangelist, Kettering, St Simon's,
Rockingham, Stoke Doyle, Plain Bob, Totton, Lymington,
Portsmouth, Reverse Canterbury, Beryllium, Grandsire

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c),
Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c)

On the Wednesday morning of 18" February, the latest ‘Daytime Doubles’ session was held at Bletchingdon.

Steve Vickars writes:-
“Seven students and nine helpers attended today's latest Daytime Doubles practice, marking our 3rd anniversary
since the first practice. Lots of great progress was made in \ g
Grandsire Doubles, with Sally and Barbara ringing 3 and 5 to
plain courses, Christine ringing half-hunt to touches, and Julie
calling herself half-hunt to touches. Ala rang Cloister Doubles
confidently on one and four, such that Malcolm enlivened
proceedings with a couple of singles! Judith got started with the
method of the month for March — St Simon's — doing a good job of
dodging on the front. Charlie called herself observation to a touch
of Bob Doubles, thus completing her ART Learning the Ropes Level 5
objectives, and in addition rang a plain course and touch inside of
St Nicholas, to which Barbara trebled. There was also time for a
slow course of Manthorpe, a doubles method which both Charlie and Judith rang in”.

Upcoming event
The minibus for the Outing on Saturday 21* March is now booked.
The cost is £15 per person, which includes tower donations. Juniors £10.
Some seats are still available on the minibus.
Please contact Hugh to confirm your seat: hugh.deam@btinternet.com

10.30am Hitcham (6) St Mary 6cwt SL1 7DP
12.00noon Burnham (8) St Peter 12cwt SL1 7HX
1.00pm Lunch at the Old Five Bells, Burnham or at a café or tearooms of your choice
3.15pm Dorney (6) (TBC)
4.30pm Bray (8) (TBC)




