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Anyone who regularly peruses Bellboard cannot have failed to notice the unprecedented level of
postings of ringing following the death of Queen Elizabeth II on 8th September. In the eleven days
that followed it can be safely said that bellringers, home and abroad, stepped up to etch their
nanoscale place within a national mosaic of catharsis that was truly humbling.

In this issue we feature some of the ringing that was performed around Oxford, either in
memoriam, or for the accession of the new monarch. Please email us any ringing you may have
done at your home tower and we can feature it in our next issue.

W|th|n half an hour of the announcement of Queen Elizabeth's passing, Judy and Hugh met up in Marston
- F tower to search out the muffles as our starting point for
implementing ‘Operation London Bridge'.

Already by the time we arrived around 7.00pm, St Nicholas church had its'
Condolence Book and small impromptu shrine in place. At this point just
trying to prepare for ringing on Friday amidst a battery of emails and
phone calls was a headache, with consideration of how to orient our way

through a still precisely unknown period taking a back seat to taking things
= ] one day at a time. As it transpired this was Day 1 of twelve days, each of
WhICh seemed to have their own characteristic, and on five of which Marston bells were rung.
Marston also rang a range of place methods prior to the funeral on Monday morning, with four of the band
conducting, including Lydia, finishing with the tenor tolling 96 strokes.

Quarter Peals rung:-

Friday 9th September

Marston, 1260 Doubles (5m)

Jane Hedges, Ailsa Reid (c), Maarit Kivolo
(c), Donna Bennett, Hugh Deam (c),
Michael Haynes

Saturday 10th September
Headington, 1260 Grandsire Doubles
Gregory Rose, Tertia Softly, Hannah Perkin, Colin Taylor,
Paul Lucas (c), Mike Lelkes

Sunday 11th September
Marston, 1260 Doubles (9m/v)
Charlotte Furneaux, Maarit Kivolo (c), Michael Haynes, Donna Bennett, Hugh Deam (c), Judy Kirby

Sunday 18th September
St Giles, 1320 Grandsire Doubles
Kathy Xu, Andrew Goldthorpe, Sara Jones (1st as conductor), David Barrington, John Pusey, Catherine Lane

Sunday 18th September

Bletchingdon, 1260 Doubles (3m/v)

Michael Probert, Julie Minch, Paul Lucas, Gordon Smith, Alison
Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam

Sunday 18th September

Marston, 1260 Doubles (11m/v)

Kathy Xu, Maarit Kivilo (c), Colin Taylor, Steve Davies,
Hugh Deam (c), Judy Kirby




General ringing
Friday 9th September 12.00noon,
Marston
Saturday 10th September
Headington, 1260 Grandsire Doubles
Gregory Rose, Tertia Softly, Hannah Perkin,
Colin Taylor, Paul Lucas (c), Mike Lelkes |

| Saturday 10th September
- South Leigh

Sunday 18th September
Iffley

Monday 19th September
General ringing at Headington after
Her Majesty’s funeral

Monday 19th September
Wolvercote

Jonathan Beale says:-

With the announcement of the death of
Her Majesty, the Wolvercote ringers assembled in the tower at 12noon on Friday 9" September to ring fully
muffled with the Tenor open at backstroke. To keep continuity the Tenor kept sounding throughout as the

other ringers interchanged for plenty of ‘Queens’ along with method ringing.
The ringers were:- Jonathan Beale, Janice Beale, Christopher Beale, Elaine Chaston, Sandra Bailey, Gillian

Edmonds, Adrian Gray. Overseen by John Beale Rung to mark the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

And they can be viewed on YouTube here: https://youtu.be/rBCelJxiPgww

With the help of Judy and Hugh we assembled again on Sunday afternoon at the agreed local time of 4.00pm,
this time with all the bells open to celebrate the proclamation of King Charles III. As well as ringing method we
also ensured we rang plenty of ‘Queens’ followed by ‘Kings’ which felt appropriate to this historical moment.

The Ringers were:- Jonathan Beale, Janice Beale, Christopher Beale, Gillian Edmonds, Ailsa Reid, Elaine Chaston,
Hugh Deam, Judy Kirby. Rung open to celebrate the Proclamation of King Charles III.

Once again the bells were fully muffled with the Tenor backstroke open to ring immediately before the funeral
service in London. In a similar vain to the announcement, the Tenor bell kept sounding as we interchanged
ringers and methods. After ringing down we caught in Queens, making a very clear and respectful end to the
band'’s act of remembrance for the Queen whilst Christopher, then took up the baton (or bell in this case) and,
sounded the Sanctus bell very slowly and solemnly up to exactly 11.00am.

The Ringers were:- Jonathan Beale, Janice Beale, Christopher Beale, Elaine Chaston, Rupert McShane, Ailsa Reid,
Gillian Edmonds. Overseen by John Beale. Rung fully muffled with the tenor open at back stroke for the funeral
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. https://youtu.be/-xxDN26xS1s
The Ringers in the photo are (L to R) John Beale, Gillian Edmonds,
Elaine Chaston, Rupert McShane, Ailsa Reid, Jonathan Beale,
Christopher Beale, Janice Beale.

And finally, we regret to have to pass on the news of the death
of ringer, Willie Haynes, long-time President of the Bicester
Branch, Tower Captain of Charlton on Otmoor tower, and
committee member of the ODG.

He will be sadly missed by many ringers in our area.




