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On Sunday 30" August a quarter peal was rung at St Giles.
St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Spliced Surprise Major - Superlative, Yorkshire, Cambridge:

Andrew Spicer, Alison Felton, Caroline Flockton, Lindsay Powell, Joy Blanchard,
Stuart Flockton, John Pusey, Craig Robertson (c)

On Saturday 5™ September, we were pleased to be able to assist in arranging a quarter peal at North Hinksey for Jenny
Stonard from Wheatley, this being her second quarter peal, just five days short of nine years since her maiden quarter peal
at Headington in September 2017. It was also befitting that we abIe to have Colin and PauI from Headlngton in the band.
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The quarter peal was dedicated as a thank you to the Vicar, Clare Sykes, who retires after conducting her final service at
St Lawrence on Sunday 13th September. After the ringing, our band was joined outside the church by Andrea's two corgis,
' who revelled in finding a new friend in Jenny! As Saturday was forecast to be
sunny, which it duly transpired to be, we had reserved a table in the tea garden
at Wytham Stores, a 10 minute drive away, a brunch location that had been on

our list for an initiatory visit for some time. Even though our Saturday
morning quarter peal excursion was ostensibly on home turf, Wytham feels
considerably more than 3 miles from the centre of Oxford, located as it is on
the course of the Seacourt Stream, with one of the world's most researched
areas of woodland at Wytham Woods nearby.

St Lawrence, North Hinksey. 1260 Doubles 2mv Plain Bob, Kennngton:

Colin Taylor, Jenny Stonard, Paul Lucas, Andrea Rowley,
Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu

On Sunday 6" September, the Patronal Feast and arrival of St Giles Fair was marked in the traditional way
by ringing at St Giles Church.
St Giles, Oxford. 168 Stedman Triples:
Alison Felton (c), Caroline Flockton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Lindsay Powell, Katie Lane,
Stuart Flockton, John Pusey, Simon Edwards

Also on Sunday, a quarter peal was rung at Old Marston, prior to Choral Evensong.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Plain Bob Minor:
Judith Kirby, Andrea Rowley, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo, Steve Davies, Hugh Deam (c)

Our latest weekday quarter peal and lunch location had long been on the "to do" list, and with some welcome
compliance from the weather, the combination of classic rural Gloucestershire church plus free flowing bells,
followed by an agrarian lunch location boasting a panoramic view ensured that all lofty expectations were
realised. The village of Alderton is situated on the fringes of the Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, and hence
possesses buildings representative of both areas, with Cotswold stone cottages and classic Worcestershire



timber-framed cottages aplenty. The church is primarily 14th century, although extensively restored in Victorian
times.with the dedication to St Margaret of Antioch, patroness of pregnant b A
women, servant maids, kidney sufferers and reputed to have the ability to ward off N
diabolical infestations. This was a first quarter peal on the bells here for all of the
band. After the QP it was a short drive to our lunch venue, the Orchard Kitchen,
which is located on a hillside close to Hailes Abbey, one of England's most
renowned religious shrines. As this is a popular spot for tourists, ramblers, cyclists
et al, we had necessarily reserved a table by the window for the vista of the fruit
: farm and the bird feeders just the other side of the
glass which were readily being utilised by blue and
great tits.

St Margaret of Antioch, Alderton.

1260 Doubles. 11mv Stedman (120), Plain Bob, Frome, St Simon's,
| St Martin's, St Nicholas, Winchendon, RCPD, Nuxton, St Columb, Grandsire:

Michael Probert, Andrea Rowley (c), Ruth Leatherdale (c),
Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu

Sunday 13" September proved a particularly busy day for quarter and eighth peal ringing at Oxford towers.

An eighth peal was rung at Wolvercote, simultaneously with a quarter peal at Old Marston as a belated 90th
birthday compliment to retired Tower Captain John Beale.

St Peter’s, Wolvercote. 630 Doubles Plain Bob and Grandsire:
Adrian Gray, Ailsa Reid, Sandra Bailey, Janice Beale, Jonathan Beale (c), Christopher Beale

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 5mv. St Simon's, Plain Bob,
Kennington, Reverse Canterbury, Grandsire:

Jane Hedges, Liping Liu, Andrea Rowley (c), Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

Rung prior to morning service, and as a 90th birthday complement to our
great friend, John Beale from Wolvercote. Our band then travelled over to
North Hinksey to ensure the bells were rung for their morning service, which was the
retiring Vicar's final service.

St Giles, Oxford. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Catherine Lane, Aden Tang, Alison Felton, Paul Lucas, Lindsay Powell,
Craig Robertson (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Geraint Jones.

Last weekend, Michael Probert from Freeland travelled up to
Scotland to take part in the Tour de 4, an event which was widely
covered on the national news.
Michael writes: Having been inspired by the documentary of last
year's Chris Hoy's Tour de 4, and reading his autobiography, | decided ,_
to take on the challenge of the blue route at this year's event. _ e
5 Purchasing a new bike was quite an important initial step to take
Training subsequently got underway in April, building up to towards
the demands the challenge demands. My son Mark, my superb support
companion and |, set off for Glasgow on Friday 4th September in
readiness for the event on Sunday 6th. A wet morning dawned, but
thankfully the weather improved as the day progressed. | completed a
circular route of just over 38 miles and an elevation of more than 1,900
feet in 4 hours, 13 minutes. [I'm very grateful for the brilliant support |
received from family and friends resulting in donations totalling
£1,700 for my chosen charity, Prostate Cancer UK. Well done Mike!




Sunday 13" September. St Andrews, Headington. 1296 Plain Bob Major:
Andrew Spicer, Charlie Bates, Colin Taylor, Aden Tang, Amy Wood, Michael Probert, Steve Everett, Hugh Deam (c)

The annual Wayfarers Ringing holiday week is currently under way at towers in the Northern Home Counties
and East of England, and, as it's not too far away this time, Hugh was
able to join them for all of Monday's towers, culminating in being in the
quarter peal band at the last tower of the day, Downs Barn in Milton
Keynes. The day also began in Milton Keynes at Great Linford, where
the church is a world away from the urban grid of the city, with a quiet
garden and lake adjoining. Followed by Ch|cheley, with an

18th century mansion — now a luxury hotel, B T
adjoining and a road name with dark Bedldm Lane .
overtones as to local history! e Wk
Then on to the manorial church of Clifton e ol
G Reynes, followed by the riverside church in Olney, where Britain's most
famous pancake race starts and ends on Shrove Tuesday. Next, to Newport
Pagnell and culminating back in Milton Keynes. Although the Wayfarers now
encompass ringers from across the country, it all began back in August 1950
when Roy Jones from Old Marston organised the first venture with ringers from
Headington and Stanton St John, which took the form of an overnight stay in
the YHA in Charlbury preceding a day's ringing at towers in that area.
It subsequently gained the Wayfarers moniker a few years later after their stay at
a campsite with that name in Cornwall.

Cross and Stable, Downs Barn. 1260 Plain Bob Triples:
Sue Thomsett, Hugh Deam, Rhona McEune, Keith Murphy, Isobel Murphy,
Mark Murfin, Simon Stranks (c), Christopher Hartley

We are once again looking forward to potentially having our ringing
friend Charlotte Furneaux, now living in Yorkshire, down with us for a
quarter peal or two later this Autumn, but in the meantime we are grateful
to her for sending us some photos which she has recently taken whilst
visiting a popular Garden Centre in Wigan, which deftly reflects the season
of mists and mellow fruitfulness.

On Saturday 19" September a quarter peal was rung at St Giles, celebrating

the 60th anniversary of the founding of
St Cross College in Oxford.

St Giles, Oxford. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Craig Robertson (c), John Pusey, Alison Felton, Caroline Flockton,
Stephen Everett, Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton, Andrew Williams

AR RRRNY

And on Sunday 20" September, a quarter peal was
rung at Bletchingdon. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles.

Hugh Deam, Alison
T - f

Merryweather-Clarke (c), -
Gordon Smith, Paul Lucas, Christine Redford

With the best wishes of the band to Mark Probert and his support team
Mike and Mel after his recent surgery.

And on the same day. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260

St Simon'’s, Plain Bob, Kennington, Charlton, Tichborne, Reverse
Canterbury, Southrepps, Marston, Warkton, Grandsire

Judith Kirby Liping Liu Andrea Rowley Maarit Kivilo (c)Hugh Deam



