Produced by Hugh Deam and Paul Lucas

MARSTON UPDATE

Wednesday 22" January - edition no: 303

in 1938 and, since the passing of Reg Allum in 2021, who
was also elected in 1938, he had, by nine years, the longest
unbroken membership of the Guild. His name is to be
found on numerous peal boards across Oxfordshire dating
from the late 1940s onwards. Besides ringng several of his
many peals at Old Marston, he later rang just shy of 100
quarter peals with us at Old Marston between 1998 and
2017, usually for our monthly evensong services.
In one of our earliest Marston Updates back in July 2017,
his contribution to City Branch ringing took pride of place in two editions with the main celebrations
being held at North Hinksey on Sunday 9" July.

The quarter peal rung that afternoon at North Hinksey was:-

1260 Doubles. Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob, Grandsire:

Dawn Mclnulty, Douglas Wilks, Judith Kirby, Hugh Deam (c),
Bernard Masterman, Ray Rook

Our sincere condolences go to his wife, Evelyn and all his family
members for their loss. Doug'’s funeral will be held at St Peter and
St Paul’s Church, Botley at 10.00am on Wednesday 12" February.

The rlngers at Iffley once agaln continued their long-standing tradition of ringing in a New Year, with a
% mixture of call changes and Doubles

methods before and after midnight. g

After some forty years, this was the
penultimate regular ring in the tower for
Corinne Grimley-Hughes, who is moving

to Bristol, with Holy Trinity,
Westbury on Trym (6), being her
nearest church tower.
Everyone at Iffley wishes Corinne
all the very best for the future.
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Then mid-morning, the Old Marston wont for being one of the first towers in the country to register a
quarter peal in the New Year also continued.

Wednesday 1% January 2025. St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (9m/v):
Susan King, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Colin Taylor, Hugh Deam (c), Michael Haynes

Despite the inclement weather, Sunday 5" January saw quarter peals rung at St Giles,
Kidlington and Old Marston.

St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Cambridge Major:
John Pusey, Caroline Flockton, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell, Sara Jones (c),
Stuart Flockton, Steve Everett, Craig Robertson
(First Major quarter peal for Sara as a conductor on tower bells.)

St Mary the Virgin, Kidlington. 1260 Stedman Triples:
David Thomas (c), Dorothy Hall, Catherine Lane, Peter Spain, Simon Edwards,
John Pusey, Jonathan Mills, David Barrington

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (19m/v):
Susan King, Jane Hedges, Martin King, Steve Bardsley,
Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

(Most method variations to date in a quarter peal for Steve.)

Sunday 12" January. St Giles, Oxford.
1264 St Clement's College Bob Major:

Andrew Spicer, Alison Felton, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell, Craig Robertson (c), Peter Felton,
Marc Jones, John Pusey

(First in method for Marc.)

We were mightily relieved that the freezing weather conditions had relented just in time so that our
planned quarter peal attempts across the week for our good friend Charlotte Furneaux, on her visit down
from Yorkshre, to ring in were able to take place. Monday saw our band take that long climb up the
imposing ladder to ring at Little Milton (a new tower for four of the band, although Hugh's 40th quarter
peal there), followed by a convivial brunch at the excellent Community Shop and Cafe at the other end of
village. Tuesday took us to Ascott under Wychwood, a new tower for five of the band, and 1st quarter
there for everyone. The bells at Ascott are very similar to the set at Cowley, even sounding alike, and this
was only the fourteenth quarter rung in the tower. This was followed by a short walk to the village shop for
hot pasties and a warm brew. After three days pausation, we reconvened at Northmoor on Saturday
morning, this also being a new tower for five of the band. With only one box available to stand on, we were
able to improvise with a folded over piece of carpet and the ends pinned down by a Hetty vacuum cleaner
for Charlotte on the treble! Our libation destination was the recently reopened Red Lion pub, which is
almost adjacent to the churchyard and having finished our quarter peal just prior to opening time, we were
able to bag the table closest to the roaring log fire. The final quarter of Charlotte's week, was on Sunday
morning at Old Marston before the morning service. Across the week we managed to foregather fourteen
different ringers to share in the quarter peals, and a big thank you to all those who joined us.

This was the first time that Charlotte has rung four quarter peals in a week and we look forward arranging

some more new towers for her to visit in a few months’ time.



Monday 13" January. St James, Little Milton.
1260 Doubles (9m/v):
Andrea Rowley, Alison Felton (c), Charlotte Furneaux,
Peter Felton (c), Hugh Deam (c), Colin Taylor

Tuesday 14" January.
Holy Trinity,
Ascott under Wychwood.
1260 Doubles (10m/v):
Charlotte Furneaux, Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale,
Peter Felton, Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal

Saturday 18" January.
St Denys, Northmoor.
1260 Doubles (7m/v): :
Charlotte Furneaux, Ailsa Reid (c), Martin King, |
Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Adrian Gray

Sunday 19" January. St Nicholas, Old Marston. (13m/v):
Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Charlotte Furneaux, Maarit Kivilo (c),
Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

Message received from Charlotte:  "Thank you for a lovely week of bellringing quarter peal opportunities.
It was lovely catching up with everyone again. My arms feel it now, but it was worth it!"
On Wednesday 15 January, the monthly Daytime Practice was once again held at Bletchingdon, with
three of us from Old Marston helping out.
From Steve Vickars: “The students made good progress in tenoring, trebling and inside to touches of Plain

Bob Minor. Straight after the practice, local ringer, Liping achieved her first quarter peal, so results continue to
flow. Your support is very much appreciated. None of this would be possible without your continued help.”

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1300 Doubles (3m):
Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Alison Felton (c), Michael Probert,
Peter Felton, Steve Vickars, Liping Liu

A quarter peal was rung at St Giles, Oxford on Sunday

19" January. 1344 Double Norwich Court Bob Major:

Stuart Flockton, Jacob Hubbard, Alison Felton, Peter Spain,
Craig Robertson (c), Caroline Flockton, Peter Felton, John Pusey

Following the morning quarter peal, Old Marston had a second
quarter peal in the afternoon, prior to the ‘Marston Churches
Together’ New Year service.

Sunday 19" January. St Nicholas, Old Marston.

1260 Doubles (6p/m):

Hugh Deam, Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Steve Vickars,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Judith Kirby
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