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A Merry Christmas to all our readers! 
The final Oxford City Branch practice of 2024 was held at Wheatley on the Saturday morning of 

of 7th December and there was a large turnout in spite of the difficult weather conditions  

courtesy of ‘Storm Darragh’.   There were Surprise and Treble Bob Minor methods rung, Plain  

Bob Minor, Stedman and various other Doubles and called changes fitted into the 90 minutes.  
 

 

A small attestation of the Christmas season being upon us was spotted on Wheatley High Street, with a 

particularly festive post box topper outside the Post Office.   Also, another assiduously knitted topper is to 

be found on Oxford Road in Kidlington this Christmas period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

On Sunday 8th December, quarter peals were rung at St Giles in Oxford, Old Marston and Headington: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford. 1280 Superlative Surprise Major: 

Andrew Williams, Marc Jones, Craig Robertson (c), Alison Felton,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Lindsay Powell, Peter Felton, John Pusey 

 (First in method for Marc Jones) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (15m/v): 

Andrea Rowley, Jane Hedges, Kathy Xu, Martin King (c), 

Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

(Rung for the Patronal Festival service – St Nicholas Day having 

been held on 6th December, and the lighting of the Christmas tree 

outside the church) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

St Andrews, Headington:  1260 Plain Bob Doubles:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malcolm Fairbairn, Tertia Softley, Amy Wood, 

Clare Fairbairn (c), Paul Lucas, Adam Diesel 

 

 

 

 

 (Rung before the ‘Friends of St Andrew's Church’  

carol concert)    
 

 

 

First quarter peal on an inside bell for Amy Wood)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Tenor ringer, Adam was unable to stay on for the 

‘team photo’, so had to be photographed later!) 



 On the penultimate Sunday before Christmas, quarter peals were rung at St Giles in Oxford  

and Old Marston: 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th December.   St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Bristol Surprise Major: 

Austin Dunn, Marc Jones, Caroline Flockton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke,  

Lindsay Powell, Craig Robertson (c), Stuart Flockton, John Pusey   

 

 

(Another first in method for Marc Jones) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very sadly, we have to report the passing of Cowley 

ringer, Roy Grant on Monday 25th November. 

Besides his bell ringing, Roy was also a keen bird 

watcher and an RSPB volunteer. 

 

His funeral service took place on Friday 20th December 

at his home tower of St James Church at  

Beauchanp Lane in Cowley. 
 

 

 

(Roy is the ringer, third from the right in the photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

Our condolences go to all his family and friends. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (15m/v): 

Susan King, Jane Hedges, Benjamin Poole, Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Michael Haynes 

 

 

 

 

 

(Rung for the Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons and Carols.  St Nicholas church having been one of the 

earliest parish churches to hold a fully candlelit service back in 1928, the first year that the famous King's 

College, Cambridge service was broadcast on BBC radio) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On the Wednesday morning of 18th December, Judy and 

Hugh were part of a band which rang a quarter peal of Plain 

Bob Minor at Bletchingdon.  We were grateful to Judy, who 

kindly stepped in at short notice to ring the treble, with  

the quarter peal dedicated to all of all those who have lost 

loved ones at this time of year. 

 St Giles, Bletchingdon.  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Judith Kirby, Sue McCouaig, Michael Probert,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Steve Vickars,  

Hugh Deam (c) 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 There have been a number of tower ‘get-togethers’ in the lead up to Christmas, with 13 ringers from  

Old Marston, Wolvercote and Headington being 

amongst the 50 or so ringers and members of the 

community connected with St Nicholas church,  

who crammed into the lounge bar at the Red Lion pub 

on Tuesday 3rd December.-   
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 16th December, the Cowley ringers held a 

shortened practice which was followed by a convivial 

hour tucking into nibbles and warming mulled wine – 

or spiced fruit juice, and mulled wine. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then on Thursday 19th December, the annual Wolvercote 

Christmas Meal was held this year at The Plough, with 

eighteen ringers from Wolvercote, Kidlington and  

Old Marston enjoying a fantastic three course festive 

provender! 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

We have received a felicitous festive message from one of 

our numerous readers from outside the Oxford area:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thanks for all the newsletters. I have enjoyed reading about all the ringing in and around Oxford.  

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and lots more ringing in 2025”.     

Jane Wilcock, St Katherine’s Merstham in Surrey 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 The first Branch Practice of 2025 is on Saturday 4th January at 

All Saints, Cuddesdon (6).  2.00pm-3.30pm  (OX44 9HG) 

 

 

 

 

 

Long described by many as the best set of six bells in and around 

Oxford, the deteriorating state of the frame and the ringing 

chamber were 

becoming a major  

problem at Cuddesdon, 

but after a three year 

silence, in 2018 the bells were removed from the tower by 

Whites of Appleton, and were later re-hung by them. 
 

 

Since the first quarter peal of 

Plain Bob Minor, which was 

rung on 16th August 2018 

shortly after the re-hanging, 

there have been quite a few peals and quarter peals rung since then.  

They are a lovely set of bells, and well worth ringing, so do come along! 

 

 

Don’t forget, the Branch Practice is open to ringers of all abilities, 

and everyone is welcome to come and try the bells, even if you 

don’t want to stay for the entire practice. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The second Branch Practice is going to be at St Mary’s, Kidlington (8), on Saturday 8th February 2025,  

10.30am – 12.00noon  (OX5 2AZ)  Make a note in your diaries! 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Happy Christmas to one and all! 
 

 

 

 


