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A quarter peal was rung at Old Marston on Sunday 14™ September, being the 30th on the bells so far this year.
Also, it was another first for Kathy, which was the first time she has rung Stedman within a quarter peal.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 21mv:
Stedman, Plain Bob, Black Knight, Norfolk, Kennington, St Simon's, St Sylvester, St Martin's, St Magnus,
Romsey, Wykeham, St Osmund, Dennis's Revenge, Eynesbury, Wellies required, St Nicholas,
The New Year Is Entered, Grandsire, St Anne's Ringing School, Antelope, Over-Hanging Butte

Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

On Wednesday 17" September Hugh and Judy were helpers at the Daytime Doubles morning practice at
‘ ' ;1 Bletchingdon. It was another productive morning, with plenty of
. rope time for the five students, focusing mostly on Plain Bob, but
with some St Simon's and Plain Bob with Old singles, finishing off
with Stedman. After the
session, several ringers
stayed on in order to
ring a quarter peal for
Christine, to notch up
her first quarter on the
treble since 2023.

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
Christine Redford, Bridget Taylor, Ruth Leatherdale, Sue McCouaig,
Steve Vickars (c), Hugh Deam

On Wednesday 17" September, the Headington ringers cancelled their normal practice, and instead rang for an

hour between 6.00 and 7.00pm for the inauguration ;

and welcome service for their new Vicar, the Rev. Emma
Hopegood-Jones at St Andrew’s Church.

The Headington band along with visitors from other
towers, were able to ring a mixture of Stedman,
Grandsire and Plain Bob Triples, as well as Plain Bob
Major. They also rung well-struck rounds and
called changes.

Rev. Emma was formerly at St Mary Magdalene in
Welwyn Garden City, and takes over from Fr. Darren
McFarland, who moved to Lincoln, back in June 2024.

On Saturday 20" September, on our second all day ringing outing of 2025, we journeyed east to four towers
straddling Aylesbury Vale and the Chiltern Hills, beginning at the scenically appointed church in
Hadddenham - last visited by us in 2014, where our group photo was taken alongside the large village pond,
which is still noticeably diminished in circumference at present after the dry summer. Next, it was east to the six
at Great Kimble — last visted for a quarter peal in 2020, then it was lunch at the Village Centre in Chinnor which
has the distinction of being our most frequented lunch venue, this being the fourth occasion since 2007.
Our ringing on the bells at Chinnor — previously visited for a quarter peal in Frebruary this year, coincided with
their Harvest weekend cream tea afternoon being held in the church. We concluded the day on the weighty six
bells at Chalgrove, most recently visited in 2017, and a quarter peal in 2024.



Across the day, twelve of our party did at least one piece of conducting, which is something that we pride
ourselves on encouraging on our trips. It was also heartening
that we were able to welcome a number of ringers for whom this
was their first time on an outing with us, and across the stage
names from Doubles to Triples we rang 18 different methods or
variations, which just happened :
to match the number of ringers
who attended.

Our ringing friends from
Hampshire, Graham and Harry
Cane, joined us for the day, and
their ever loyal ‘doggie’ friend,
e 50 : : T s Hector, was his usual well :
behaved seIf throughout as he approached 900 towers visited. He is pictured in the ringing room at Chalgrove'

It was another busy Sunday for quarter peals, all with successes to report, with two at Oxford City branch towers,
plus Colin and Paul from Headington being part of the band for a lunchtime quarter peal at Bletchingdon.
Sunday 21* September. St Giles, Oxford. 1250 Lincolnshire Surprise Major:

Craig Robertson (c), Alison Felton, Marc Jones, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell,
Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 10mv:
St Simon's, Morning Star, Plain Bob, Norfolk, Black Knight, RCPD, St Columb, Old Prickly,
Grandsire, Lady Eleanor Clifton

Kathy Xu, Andrea Rowley, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 St Clement's College Bob Minor:

Colin Taylor, Bridget Taylor, Paul Lucas, Sarah Thomas,
Steve Vickars, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c)

This quarter peal was dedicated to Steve's admission into the
Fellowship of St Birinus, for his service to the church as Tower
Captain at Kirtlington, plus running practices and teaching new
ringers across the Benefice.

We are expecting our friend, Charlotte Furneaux to be back down with us from Yorkshire for a few days in mid
‘ ‘ N November, and arrangements for a couple of outlying towers to
T attempt quarter peals are already in the early stages of planning.
We are indebted to her for sending us a photo from the recent re-
dedication service, led by the Dean of Ripon Cathedral, of the bells at
Rothwell — one of the towers that she rings at near Leeds, where a
special cake was baked to mark the occasion.

And finally, those of you
who read the Update on a
o regular basis will be aware

" that, when the opportunity
arises, we like to show the creativity of our nation's knitters when it

comes to postbox toppers.  So, if you happen to visit Oxford's

Covered Market at present, you will find a fine example promoting

the virtues of frequenting smaller or niche shops!




