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 On Wednesday 12th February a quarter peal was rung  

at Bletchingdon, being the first on treble for local ringer,  

Julie Penny.   

 

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Bletchingdon.  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Julie Penny, Sue McCouaig, Michael Probert, Hugh Deam,  

Steve Vickars (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 16th February a quarter peal was rung at St Giles. 

St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Cambridge Major: 

Lindsay Powell, Alison Felton, Craig Robertson, Caroline Flockton, Catherine Lane,  

Stuart Flockton, Steve Everett, Peter Felton.     (This was Alison’s first quarter peal in method, as conductor) 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 18th February, we rang 

one of our occasional midweek 

quarter peals at towers with usually, 

amenable bells and adjacent cafes or 

pubs, in this instance Chinnor, which 

easily met the criteria on both fronts. 

This was the first quarter on these 

bells for all of the band other than 

Hugh, and the first time ringing at 

Chinnor for Debra, Andrea and 

Steve.  Ruth called her first 120 of St Nicholas 

as part of a quarter peal, and Andrea called 

her first consecutive 120s of different methods.   Afterwards, we lunched at 

the village community cafe, which we have frequented several times now, 

most recently last year on our morning outing to towers in the area  

 

 

St Andrew’s Chinnor.  1260 Doubles (7m):  

Debra Scrimshaw, Andrea Rowley (c), Ruth Leatherdale (c),  

Steve Vickars, Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 The latest Bicester Branch midweek practice at Bletchingdon took place on the Wednesday morning of  

19th February, with four ringers 

from Old Marston assisting 

during the two hour session.  
 

 

 

There was a mixture of Doubles, 

including Grandsire, Plain Bob 

and St Nicholas, as well as Plain 

Bob Minor, and spliced Plain 

and Little, mostly called by 

Hugh and Lydia. 



On Thursday 20th February, the funeral of Douglas Wilks took 

place at St Peter & St Paul church in Botley, with several North 

Hinksey ringers amongst the congregation, along with Susan 

and Simon King from Iffley, and Hugh from Old Marston. 

 

 

 

Doug was born in Bedford in 1925, but after his parents had 

moved to Sunningwell in 1934, he learned to ring bells at  

St Leonard's church at the age of thirteen.   The service 

characterised the warm and generously spirited person that 

we all remember, with the tribute read by his son Nicholas.  

 

 

 

 

We hope to be able to organize another quarter peal to remember him in late  

July, around the time of what would have been his 100th birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 On Saturday 22nd February, Hugh was pleased to be asked to be 

in the band at Witney for what was Dan Neal's first quarter peal 

of Plain Bob Minor on an inside bell.       

    

Hearty congratulations to Dan for his assiduous practising in 

recent months that led to a job well done!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Mary’s Witney.   1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Ruth Leatherdale, Hugh Deam, Alison Felton, Dan Neal,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Felton (c) 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Then on the same day in the afternoon, we held a ‘conducting 

practice’ at Iffley, where Grandsire, St Nicholas, Stedman, Plain Bob 

Minor and St Clements featured on the playlist, to be called by 

those still finding their feet conducting touches of these methods. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 23rd February, quarter peals were rung at  

St Giles and Old Marston. 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.   1250 Spliced Surprise Major (3m) 

Superlative, Cambridge, Yorkshire: 

 

Steve Everett, Craig Robertson (c), Alison Felton, Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton,  

Lindsay Powell, Peter Felton, Jacob Hubbard 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (30m/v): 

Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Ailsa Reid, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 This time there were some variations we haven't included for some time including St Patrick and Sussex,  

and we made a start on the variations named after English racecourses – Epsom and Goodwood.  

Thank you to Kathy for presenting us with a tin of chocolates after the quarter peal, which should prove 

popular at our upcoming practices! 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Since the last Update, the fourth tower on the Outing to Warwickshire on 22nd March has been 

confirmed, being All Saints, Sherbourne, a  grandiose church which is set behind Sherbourne Park and 

bordered on two sides by the River Avon.     

   

 10.15am Wellesbourne (8), 11.30am Lighthorne (6), 12.30pm lunch at Lighthorne Cricket Pavilion,  

2.30pm Barford (6), 3.45pm Sherbourne (6) 
 


