Produced by Hugh Deam and Paul Lucas

MARSTON UPDATE

#Hi Jo Thursday 26" June - edition no: 313

On Sunday 8" June, quarter peals were rung at several Oxford towers, Old Marston, St Giles and Iffley.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 13m/v:
Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Kathy Xu, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c), Michael Haynes

Rung prior to the Pentecost Sunday morning service. Well done to Kathy for ringing several method variations for
the first time in a quarter peal — Postman's Knock, Mead, Antelope and St Swithin.

St Giles, Oxford. 1272 London Surprise Minor:
Craig Robertson (c), Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton, John Pusey, Jacob Hubbard

St Mary’s, Iffley. 1260 Doubles 9m/v:
Susan King, Hugh Deam, Elizabeth Mullett, Steve Bardsley, Stephen Davies (c), Andrew Honey

Rung prior to Evensong.

On Saturday 14™ June, we were delighted to be able to be able to arrange a first quarter peal for 14 year old
Aden Tang from St Giles in Oxford. Usually, first quarter peals consist of one method, tenoring or trebling, and
at a home or familiar tower, but this was far from convention as we booked one of our favourite towers outside
of Oxford, namely St Leonard, Sunningwell. Situated less than five miles from the centre of Oxford, the village

‘ was at its most active on  E : :

this day, with childrens’
dance classes in the
village hall, lots of
ramblers traversing the
byways and the pond
opposite the church
glistening from the
sunlight as the ducks
scurried amidst the reeds.
Most pertinently, the bells
at Sunningwell have proved conducive to initiatory quarter peals or first in methods over the years, and so,
despite only having a couple of preps at our Friday practices, Aden was able to add half a dozen variations to the
two base methods. Afterwards, we sauntered down to The Barn Café for a little refreshment and the chance to
casually appraise the achievement!
St Leonard, Sunningwell. 1260 Doubles 8m/v - Plain Bob, Kennington, Charlton, April Day,
Seighford, Salwarpe, Grandsire, St Helen:

Joy Blanchard (St Giles), Andrea Rowley (c) (Marston), Aden Tang (St Giles), Paul Lucas (Headington),
Hugh Deam (c) (Old Marston), Steve Bardsley (Iffley)

St Andrews, Headington. 1260 Grandsire Doubles:

Malcolm Fairbairn, Tertia Softley, Clare Fairbairn, Colin Taylor,
Paul Lucas (c), Edward Stell

Congratulations to Edward on scoring his first quarter peal — the
first of many!




On Sunday 15" June, quarter peals were rung at Old Marston and St Giles.
St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 18m/v:
Kathy Xu, Andrea Rowley, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

This quarter peal was rung prior to the Trinity Sunday morning service, and included some of our lesser rung
variations — St Oswald, St Wilfrid, Hoarwithy, Briony, and St Veronica, one not included before.

St Giles, Oxford. 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor:
Austin Dunn, Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton (c), John Pusey

Rung for Trinity Sunday and Fathers' Day.

22" June. St Giles, Oxford. 1296 Plain Bob Major:
Sara Jones,Alison Felton, Craig Robertson, Inga Griffiths-Hunt, Caroline Flockton,
Robert Flockton, Peter Felton (c), John Pusey

Welcoming to the tower, Morwenna Griffiths and Inga Griffiths-Hunt, from Melbourne, Australia — niece and
great-niece of Dermot J Roaf, former Tower Captain at St Giles. (1981-2010).

We've just had a busy weekend of ringing at Old Marston, starting with our Friday evening practice being
enhanced by a visit from Inga and Morwenna from Australia (see the St Giles quarter peal above), as we rang a
pot-pourri of Minor and Doubles methods. They were both made very welcome, and enjoyed their evening.
Then on Saturday morning we were demonstrating handbell ringing at the quarterly Marston Market. After

that, it was straight over to Garsington for Jane and Hugh to ring for a wedding. Then, on Sunday, with the hot

weather in mind, we had pre-decided on general ringing before service rather ~ ‘
than a quarter peal, as four of us

immediately went over to North Hinksey
to ring for their morning service.

That afternoon, the handbells were in use
once again as part of the annual
‘Love Marston, Love Life’ Festival, held
in the recreation ground, with various
churches in Old and New Marston
coming together to worship, sing and
celebrate. Possibly, for the first time ever
we found ourselves with a queue of
_ people waiting to have a go at ringing AN\
some tunes on the bells. Normally the majority of those who have a go just ring one bell fairly briefly, but th|s
time most were really keen and quickly graduated to two bells.

And finally, Wednesday 25" June saw another very well
attended monthly ‘mid-week practice’ at Bletchingdon,
catering for people learning Grandsire, Plain Bob and Reverse
Canterbury Doubles — as well as Plain Bob Minor, all under the
watchful eye of Steve Vickars! It
was good to see so many people
making such excellent progress.

Just to let you know, if you
receive The Ringing World,
in the recent edition No. 5955,
Dated 13™ June 2025, page 546 |-

carries the obituaries for %
Old Marston ringers, Anthony Hughes and Peter Lloyd, plus the details of the
quarter peals which were rung in their memory.




