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               Monday 26th May – edition no: 311   

We start with some Oxford City Branch tower ringing for VE Day 80 that was posted too late for inclusion 

in the previous Update. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
 

 

 

 

Tuesday 6th May.  St James, Cowley.  1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor: 

Andrew Spicer, John Pusey, Elizabeth Mullett, Steve Everett, Lindsay Powell, Joe Norton (c)   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On Thursday 8th May.  St Giles, Oxford.  Rounds and Firing: 

Geraint Jones, Joy Blanchard, Svitlana Holova, Aden Tang, John Pusey (c), Jane Bishop,  

Marc Jones, Steve Everett, Kathy Xu 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

There was also a band assembled at St James, Cowley, to ring for the requested 5.30pm ringing time. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

In our neighbouring branch at St Mary’s Witney, VE Day was marked in expansive style leading all the way to 

the ringing at the church. Attached is a detailed report on this unique event compiled by Ruth Leatherdale.  

(Ruth’s report is at the bottom of this edition of the Update) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 11th May, prior to morning service, a quarter peal was rung at Old Marston.  

(This was Kathy's first on an inside bell this year) 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles (3m): 

 

 

Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Kathy Xu, Michael Haynes, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

The monthly Midweek Morning Practice arranged by Steve 

Vickars in the Bicester Branch was the start of a busy day of 

ringing at Bletchingdon on Wednesday 14th May.    

The main focus this time was on St Simon's Doubles, also 

featuring Winchendon Place, Grandsire and Plain Bob.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________--  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then in the evening, a 

quarter peal of Grandsire 

Doubles was rung, being 

the first quarter on the 

treble for Liping.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Bletchingdon.  1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

 

 

Liping Liu, Hugh Deam, Michael Probert, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, 

Steve Vickars (c), Christine Redford 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 17th May, quarter peals were rung at  

Headington and Iffley. 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Andrews, Headington.   1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

 

 

Colin Taylor, Kim Thornley, Clare Fairbairn (c), Hugh Deam,  

Paul Lucas, Amy Wood 

 

(This was the first quarter peal in method for Kim) 



   St Mary’s, Iffley.  1260 Doubles (3m):    

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Carroll, Susan King, Elizabeth Mullett, Keith Godfrey, Steve Davies (c), Brian Todd 

 

 

 

 (Rung to celebrate St Dunstan's Day) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Even without any quarter peals, last weekend was still a fairly busy two days of ringing at Old Marston, with two 

of our newest ringers, Carolina and Rachel, being part of our band that rang the tower bells for an interment in 

the Garden of Rest on Saturday afternoon.    Then on Sunday morning we welcomed Charlotte Furneaux to our 

service ringing 

band once again as 

she was paying a 

flying visit from 

Yorkshire back 

down to Oxford.  

Afterwards, some 

of the band were 

able to hang on for 

a photo with her at 

the church gate. 

Charlotte's current home tower in Swillington who also rang on VE Day 80, and so we take the opportunity to 

show you their band who rang on that Thursday.   We look forward to arranging some more weekday quarter 

peals for her to ring with us when she is next down here later in the year. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 21st May, a full peal was rung at Horspath, with the 

band including our ringing friend Heather Horner from South Leigh, 

for whom this was her first peal and a celebration of her 81st birthday. 

Afterwards, the band celebrated with Heather’s delicious homemade 

apple juice and ginger cake.    Well done Heather! 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Horspath.   5040 Doubles 5m/v:   

 

 

 

 

Nicola Piper, Sarah Thomas, Alison Lee, Rosemary Hemmings,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Heather Horner 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our roving weekday quarter peal ringing resumed on Friday morning, 

with a short trip down the A34 to one of our favourite destinations, All Saints, Chilton, 

a tower which we have been visiting on a regular basis since 2001, with a couple of  

dozen quarter peals included in the near forty visits all told.   
 

 

On such a sunny day, the church was looking particularly resplendent.    

Afterwards, the nearby café in the Chilton Garden Centre met the criterion 

for a suitable choice for refreshment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 23rd May.   

All Saints, Chilton.    

1260 Doubles (11m/v): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Felton, Andrea Rowley (c), 

Ruth Leatherdale (c),  

Alison Felton, Hugh Deam (c), 

Dan Neal 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Event 

 

 

 

Can we just remind everyone that the Branch Striking Competition is taking 

place on Saturday 7th June at Old Marston, starting at 2.00pm.   

 

 

We need a few more entries, so get your band together as soon as possible! 



 

80th Anniversary of VE Day at Witney 

 
Witney Town Council organised a Mexican Wave of bells starting with one bell 
at the War Memorial going all the way along Church Green up to St Mary's 
Church. The Mexican Wave consisted of members of the Witney community 
bringing any bell they wished which included door bells, morris dancers, cow 
bells, bike bells, sleigh bells ! The bells of St Mary’s joined in at the end of the 
Mexican Wave. 
 
As we couldn’t see or hear the progress along Church Green we had to rely 
on updates and an 'OK' via walkie talkie by a bellringer friend ‘on the ground’ 
talking to us. We didn't hear the cheer, but from the video taken and 
comments we received back it was quite an event that we are proud to have 
taken part in. If you’d like to see the full video it is on our Instagram page 
‘witneybellringers’. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Start near the War Memorial, Morris Dancer, the end of the Mexican 
Wave with St Mary’s in the background  
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