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 With the Witney & Woodstock Branch Outing taking place on Saturday 12th April, we were asked by our  

long-time friend Heather Horner, tower 

captain at South Leigh,  if we could staff their 

wedding that afternoon, and we were glad to 

be in a position to engage the services of 

seven ringers from Old Marston, Headington 

and Iffley to join Heather for what was 

something akin to a full on "society wedding".    

The socially elite attendees were ferried to the 

church by minibus and taxi, with sartorial 

etiquette very much to the fore.    The ropes 

were new – Heather is pictured re-roping the 

tenor, so naturally they were a little springy, but nothing that couldn't be kept under control, and as a 

consequence everything went swimmingly.   As ever with our sporadic 

sojourns to South Leigh, it proved worthwhile to set aside a couple of 

minutes to search out how the former bus shelter in the village is 

currently being accessorized, and as you can see it is full of the joys of 

Spring on this occasion. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

Also on Saturday, a quarter peal was rung at Garsington.  

 

This was the first quarter peal for Catherine, and a first on tower bells  

for Joy.  

 

 

St Mary’s, Garsington. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Catherine Sage, Katherine Saunders, Marc Jones, Sara Jones, Stephen Everett (c), Joy Blanchard  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 On Palm Sunday on 13th April, quarters were rung at St Giles and Headington, with Colin, Paul and Hugh being 

part of the band for the Plain Bob Minor quarter peal chronologically sandwiched in the middle at Bletchingdon. 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1344 Plain Bob Major: 

John Pusey, Alison Felton (c), Andrew Spicer, Stuart Flockton, Lindsay Powell, Caroline Flockton,  

Simon Edwards, Peter Felton 

(First as conductor in the method for Alison) 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Bletchingdon.  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Heather Horner, Michael Probert, Colin Taylor, Hugh Deam, 

Paul Lucas, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-   

 

 

 

 St Andrew’s, Headington. 1260 Reverse Canterbury Doubles: 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Wood, Tertia Softley, 

Paul Lucas, Hugh Deam (c), 

Stephen Everett,  

Gregory Rose 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_ 

 

 Upcoming Event 

Next Monday, 5th May, is the May Bank Holiday, and you might be 

interested in the Guild Ringing Day, with around 28 towers in the Old 

North Berks Branch open all round South Oxfordshire and North 

Berkshire.   For further details, go to:  www.odg.org.uk 



With Holy Week meaning a break from evening weekday practices, 

the Kidlington ringers held their annual ringers’ meal, this year at 

The King's Arms, which is the pub closest to the church, situated on 

‘The Moors’ for those of you who know Kidlington.   At present, many 

of the meals have a distinct Welsh influence – Welsh Rarebit, Leek 

Gratin, Red Dragon Pie, etc. all the way down to the desserts, with 

Welsh cakes notably on the menu! 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 Easter Sunday on 20th April, was marked with quarter peals  

at St Giles in Oxford and Cuddesdon. 
 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.  1264 Plain Bob Major: 

Andrew Williams, John Pusey, Andrew Spicer, Alison Felton, Caroline Flockton,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Felton, Stuart Flockton (c) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 All Saints, Cuddesdon.   1296 Norwich and Cambridge Surprise Minor: 

Stephen Everett, Caroline Flockton, Mary Friskney, Simon Edwards, Stuart Flockton (c), John Pusey  

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-__   

 

 

 

 

 Even though several of our Old Marston quarter peal band were unavailable on Easter Day, we still managed to 

ring all of our six bells, with Carolina ringing for her first Easter Day service, and Rachel having her first service 

ringing, having only started learning to ring a couple of months ago. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On 21st April, our annual Easter Monday morning link up with 

Kirtlington, which began in 2017, proved something of a draw, 

with sixteen attendees in all, being a 50/50 split of ringers from 

the Bicester area and those who travelled from Oxford.    

The session, on the 16cwt eight of St Mary's, acted as an excellent 

opportunity for those with limited experience of eight-bell ringing 

to broaden their horizons, as we covered Called Changes,  

Plain Hunt on 8, Grandsire Triples, Plain Bob Triples and Major, 

and Little Bob Major. 
 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On the Wednesday morning of 23rd April, after a divergence to Islip 

last month for some Triples practice, it was back to Bletchingdon for 

the latest Daytime Practice organized by Steve Vickars.   

Three of our Old Marston band were able to travel over to help out 

with plain courses and touches of numerous Doubles methods - 

Grandsire, Antelope, St Martin's, Winchendon - as well as touches of 

Plain Bob Minor. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 On Saturday 26th April, 

our indomitable ringing 

friend Ruth, from Witney, 

sailed through her first all Grandsire Doubles quarter peal at her 

home tower.   We were pleased to have been of some assistance at 

Old Marston the previous evening by providing a fair amount of call 

laden touches for Ruth during our practice.   

 

 

St Mary’s Witney.  1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Amy Thomas, Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale, Hugh Deam,  

Peter Felton, Dan Neal 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

We now have the date and time for the funeral of Anthony Hughes.   His funeral will be held at St Nicholas 

Church on Thursday 8th May at 2.00pm.    At this time of writing we anticipate ringing from 1.30pm, followed 

by more ringing and a quarter peal after the service.   Hugh will endeavour to keep those who knew and rang 

with Anthony updated via email with any further confirmed details that become available. 


