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There have been numerous "firsts" in quarter peals locally during the past fortnight –  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 On Wednesday 10th July, Laura Cooper rang her first first ‘non 

observation’ quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles at Bletchingdon, 

thus attaining LTR Level 4 requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 10th July.  St Giles, Bletchingdon. 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Cheryl Watson, Laura Cooper, Tracey Cooper, Hugh Deam, 

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Steve Vickars 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

We had quite a busy ringing weekend on 12th – 14th July, at  

Old Marston, starting with our usual practice on Friday evening, 

where we were joined by two ringers from Stoke St Milborough in Shropshire, who were part of a visiting 

group which rang at Oxford City Centre towers on Saturday, and were keen for somewhere to ring at the 

night before.   Hence we had a strong band to consolidate Cambridge, Single Oxford and spliced Plain and 

Little Bob.   On Saturday, we had a full band to ring for our first wedding of the year, and it was great to 

have our newest ringer, Carolina graduating to the standard of also being part of the band just nine months 

after first starting to learn.  Then on Sunday morning we were pleased to welcome Kathy again, confidently 

ringing her first quarter peal on an inside bell since April.      
 

 

 

 

 Sunday 14th July.   St Nicholas,  Old Marston. 1260 Doubles (3m): 

Judith Kirby, Andrea Rowley (c), Kathy Xu, Michael Haynes, Hugh Deam (c) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 Also on Sunday morning, a quarter peal was rung at St Giles, being the first in method for Andrew Williams. 

 Sunday 14th July.   St Giles, Oxford.   1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Simon Edwards, Lindsay Powell, Caroline Flockton, Peter Felton, Peter Spain, Andrew Williams,  

Stuart Flockton (c), Sara Jones 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 20th July,  we had 19 ringers with us for our first full scale Summer Outing since 2017, this trip 

centring on three Berkshire towers amidst the Pang Valley, 

then in the afternoon moving north back into Oxfordshire 

for two more towers.   For most this was the first time 

ringing at the five towers 

as they haven't featured 

amongst our 

destinations for twenty 

years or more.   All the 

towers were splendidly 

situated, with the bells at 

Hampstead Norreys 

having been overhauled 

in 2020 during the period when ringing was in abeyance.   As a bonus there was an excellent shop and cafe 

really close by, plus a chance to see a vintage MG motor car that happened to be parked there.   



Then we rang on the six at Compton Parva, where the Tower 

Captain had generously laid on tea, coffee and biscuits for us all.  

This was followed by 

lunch at the famous Bell 

Inn at Aldworth, with 

the beer garden 

adjoining the Ridgeway.  

A short walk away was 

the church, which our 

group found a treat for the eyes, with the ancient yew tree outside, and the nine 

"Aldworth Giants" 

dominating the interior 

of the church.   
 

 

Then a nimiety of 

English literary heritage 

in Cholsey, with Dame 

Agatha Christie's grave 

in the churchyard and nearby Lollington Farm, once the home of 20th century Poet Laureate, John Masefield, 

who also worshipped here, but who is buried at Poets' Corner.in 

Westminster Abbey.    

Finally, it was the exquisite church at 

Moulsford, which is situated close 

to the banks of the River Thames, 

with its wooden tower that was 

rebuilt at the turn of the century.        

 

 

Feedback from one of our loyal  

Update recipients, Claire Malone-Lee, 

long time ringer at Iffley:  
 

 

 

“Delighted to see that you are ringing at Moulsford.   We lived there for 

twenty-five years, and our son, Francis and I, with another young village 

boy used to ting the bells there.   We moved from the village in 1985.”   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

After ringing at the first two towers on our Outing, Ruth dashed 

back to ring her first quarter peal of St Simon's Doubles on an 

inside bell with the Ladies Guild on the bells at Fulbrook,  

near Burford. 

 

 

Saturday 20th July.  St James the Great, Fulbrook.    

1260 St Simon;s Doubles: 
 

Rosemary Hemmings, Ruth Leatherdale, Tracey Cooper,  

Cheryl Watson, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Alison Lee 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

On Sunday 21st July, Christopher Beale rang his first quarter peal on the tenor at Marston to celebrate the 

88th birthday of his Grampy, John Beale, as well as the completion of the volunteering section of his silver 

Duke of Edinburgh Award, which Hugh kindly oversaw.   Christopher also rang his first 8th peal for the 

commemorations of D-Day and previously for his bronze DofE Award, he designed and installed a video 

downlink system at Wolvercote, with a little help from Jonathan, his dad. 



Sunday 21st July.  St Nicholas, Old Marston. 

1260 Doubles (3m): 

Judith Kirby, Ailsa Reid, Janice Beale (c), Hugh Deam (c),  

Jonathan Beale (c), Christopher Beale 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

Andrea also rang in the Ladies Guild band quarter peal at 

Bletchingdon, being her first of Winchendon Place, although she 

rang a 120 of it as part of our morning quarter at Old Marston.    

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday 21st July.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.    

1260 Doubles (17m/v): 
 

 

 

Kathy Xu, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley, Benjamin Poole (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

Sunday 21st July.  St Giles, Bletchingdon.  

1260 Winchendon Place Doubles 
 

 

 

 

Bridget Taylor, Sue Rhodes, Andrea Rowley, Rosemary 

Hemmings, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Sue McCouaig 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

  Also, a quarter peal was rung at St Giles: 

Sunday 21st July.  St Giles, Oxford.    

1272 London Surprise Minor: 
 

 

John Pusey, Catherine Lane, Craig Robertson (c), Jacob Hubbard, 

David Barrington, Sara Jones 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

The week gone by has also seen some congenial quarter peal 

ringing mornings arranged at towers away from Oxford, with a 

double bonus of some method “firsts” and first visits to the towers 

for most of the ringers. Tackley was a new tower for five of the 

band and the journey up to the ringing chamber. 
 

 

Tuesday 23rd July.  St Nicholas, Tackley. 

1260 Doubles (9m/v): 

Andrea Rowley, Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale, Peter Felton, 

Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

Nettlebed was also a new tower for four of the band and first 

quarter peal in that tower for Alison Merryweather-Clarke, plus 

the first Plain Bob Minor quarter for Lydia. 

 

 

 

 Wednesday 24th July.  St Batholomew, Nettlebed.  

1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Leatherdale, Lydia Poole, Alison Felton,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Peter Felton, Hugh Deam (c) 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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