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               Wednesday 29th April – edition no: 334  
 

On Sunday 11th April, a peal was rung at St Giles, and a quarter peal at Iffley:        

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.  5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major: 

Craig Robertson (c), Catherine Lane, Sara Jones, Marc Jones, Stephen Everett,  

John Hughes-D'Aeth, Richard White, Kelvin Britton 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s, Iffley.   1260 Doubles. 3m Plain Bob,  

Reverse Canterbury, Grandsire: 

Brian Helweg-Larsen, Elizabeth Mullett, Jonathan Jones,  

Steve Bardsley, Stephen Davies (c), Brian Todd 

      

  

 

 

 

First quarter peal for Brian Helweg-Larsen 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 18th April. 

St Andrews, Headington. 

1260 Winchendon  

Place Doubles: 

Clare Fairbairn, Tertia Softley, Stephen Everett, 

Aden Tang, Paul Lucas, Malcolm Fairbairn 

 

 

 

Rung on the occasion of the 39th wedding anniversary of  

Steve and Annika Everett. 
 

 

First in method as conductor for Paul. 
 

 

 

 

First in method for Tertia, Steve and Aden 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 19th April, was another busy day for quarter peals locally. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.   1344 Plain Bob Major: 

Andrew Spicer, Craig Robertson, Sara Jones,  

Paul Lucas, Lindsay Powell, Simon Edwards,  

John Pusey, Marc Jones (c)   

 

 

 

 

First on 8 as a conductor for Marc      
 

 

 

Rung in memory of the late  

Bernard Masterman, whose ashes were 

interred here the previous week 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 St Giles, Bletchingdon.  1260 Doubles 7mv: 

 Plain Bob, Old, April Day, Kennington, Salwarpe,  

Tichborne, Grandsire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Neal, Ruth Leatherdale (c), Colin Taylor, Gordon Smith,  

Hugh Deam (c), Christine Redford 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 



St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles 12mv:     

St Simon's, St Martin's, St Osmund, Eynesbury, St Nicholas, Winchendon, St Remigius, Huntley,  

Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob, Antelope, Oxford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Maarit Kivilo (c),  

Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu 

  

Rung prior to the final confirmation service to be conducted by the Bishop of Oxford, before his retirement 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  On Monday 20th April, eight members of our ever expanding 

midweek quarter peal group travelled to Childrey, which we last 

visited in March 2017 as part of an outing organized by Donna 

Bennett, with this visit being our first quarter peal on the bells, 

and also our 

first at an 8-

bell tower 

since we 

began these 

weekday trips 

back in 2023.     

As a special 

bonus, this was the 700th quarter peal together for Alison 

Merryweather-Clarke and Michael Probert. 

Whilst the excellent tower bells helped make the ringing 

pleasurable, the sublime spring weather assisted in proffering pastoral views aplenty, and our lunch venue, a 

short walk from the church, capped off the morning deliciously.   
 

 

In the wake of our 

successful quarter 

peal we walked 

from the church to 

our lunch 

destination, 

passing numerous 

houses of some 

distinction and the 

village pond, 

which was being 

frequented as usual by a badling of Aylesbury Ducks having something of a midday siesta on a shaded area of 

grass, and on the water a proud mother duck and her twelve, still very young, ducklings.  

To call Childrey Stores just a village shop would not be doing it justice, as it's truly a shop of delights, unveiling 

a cornucopia of items, edible and non-edible.     We had prudently reserved a table for lunch, as the café seating 

area within the building is mostly made up of that in a snug annexe, adorned by shelving of books on one wall 

and subtly decorative local hand-crafted pottery from 

nearby Uffington Pottery on the wall directly behind  

our table.  

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s, Childrey.  1260 Grandsire Triples:   

 

 

 

 

Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale, Bridget Taylor, Colin Taylor, 

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Michael Probert,  

Hugh Deam, Dan Neal 

  

   



 St George's Day was marked by a quarter peal at Old Marston, and this simultaneously served as the first on an 

inside bell for Liping, who also part-conducted. In what was just her 

thirteenth quarter peal, there was nothing unlucky in sight, 

particularly as she has employed steadfast application in the build 

up to what is always a significant leap to take. Afterwards, two-thirds 

of the band had a celebratory coffee and a mezze platter to share at 

the Victoria Arms, with 

window seats for a view 

of the River Cherwell, 

which was at its most 

picturesque in the 

sunshine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thursday, 23rd April.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.    

1260 Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles: 

Susan King, Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c),  

Liping Liu (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A warm day, and an equally warm welcome from the tower keyholder and her enthusiastic spaniel at Tetsworth 

on Saturday morning as we paid our first visit there since March 2016.   Although 

we have held numerous practice 

mornings at Tetsworth in the past, this 

was, surprisingly, our first quarter peal 

on the bells, the tower having been 

inactive for several years until quite 

recently, this being the third quarter on 

bells this year after an 11 year gap.  We 

were also pleased to have Jane Donald 

from Iffley with us to get a chance to 

experience another new tower, ringing 

up, plain hunting and ringing down, 

before and after our quarter peal. Parking near the church, situated as it is at the highest point of the village, has 

always been problematic, but arrangement had generously been made with the pub on the main road for us to 

use their car park and utilise the adjacent footpath up to the church.  After the quarter, it was back down to The 

Old Red Lion for food and drink, and later 

there were some complimentary Facebook 

posts from locals, who were pleased to hear 

their bells ringing on a Saturday morning!  

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 25th April.   St Giles, Tetsworth.   

1260 Doubles 5mv:   Winchendon,  

St Nicholas, Plain Bob, Kennington,  

Reverse Canterbury 
 

 

 

 

Judith Kirby, Ruth Leatherdale (c), Colin Taylor, 

Martin King, Hugh Deam (c), Liping Liu 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday morning a quarter peal was rung at Old Marston. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 26th April.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles.  Plain Bob, Grandsire Doubles:   

 

 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Kathy Xu, Andrea Rowley, Hugh Deam (c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our thanks, and a mighty well done, to Kathy for so adeptly completing her first quarter peal since her shoulder 

injury back in mid-January, with the achievement even more so given that plans only changed for her to move from 

treble to an inside bell at the last minute. 


