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On Sunday 16" August , Colin from Headington was part of the
band which rang a quarter peal at Bletchingdon, which was a
birthday compliment to Steve Vickars.

St Giles, Bletchingdon. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles:
Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Colin Taylor, Andy Dudley,
Gordon Smith, Steve Vickars (c), Christine Redford

Happy Birthday Steve!

On Wednesday 19" August, the monthly midweek
Daytime Practice location changed venue on this occasion, with
Kirtlington taking on the hosting duty.

Steve Vickars writes:

Many thanks to everyone who came to the ringing practice at
Kirtlington which included Grandsire Triples, Plain Bob Triples, Minor
and Doubles, along with Stedman Doubles. Seven students rang
touches and plain courses of their chosen methods, and we had at
least one first with Barbara ringing treble to Plain Bob and Grandsire
Triples and Judith her first touch inside of PB Triples. Other students
consolidated their understanding of their chosen methods, and
gained considerably from slotting into bands consisting of experienced ringers.
Thank you to everyone for making this possible.

On Friday 21* August two Oxford towers had quarter peals rung on their bells by a band from the South
Midlands District of the Ladies Guild.
St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1272 Norwich Surprise Minor:
Bridget Taylor, Alison Lee, Nicola Piper, Rosemary Hemmings,
Alethea Merelos, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c)

St James, Cowley. 1320
Cambridge Surprise Minor:
Nicola Piper, Bridget Taylor,
Rosemary Hemmings,
Alethea Merelos,

Lindsay Powell (),
| Alison Merryweather-Clarke

Sunday 23 August saw a quarter peal rung at St Giles.

St Giles, Oxford. 1250 Cambridge Surprise Major:

Lindsay Powell, Alison Felton, Alethea Merelos, Simon Edwards, John Pusey, Katie Lane,
Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Craig Robertson (c)



Monday 24™ August saw our half-day ringing outing, which happily jibed with its strateg|c late summer date,
taking place with a backdrop of blue skies and comfortable
temperatures, and it was a pleasure to welcome two ringers new to
our roving cadre — Margaret from Cowley and Emily from Tetsworth.
Although our number of quarter peal mornings has been increasing
rapidly this year, it has been a couple of years since our last weekday

our last visit to the primarily mid-19th century ‘model village of
Hatherop, situated within the Leach Valley, just over the county
' border into
Gloucestershire.
The original 16th century g
church was completely rebuilt in the
1850s, but retained the basic form of the
building, along with the original nave
roof. No expense was spared on
ensuring elaborate splendour for the
new interior, with a French Gothic
mortuary chapel containing carved
- ; marble effigies, plus magnificent stained
glass. The close proxrmlty of the church to Hatherop Castle, which now houses a
boarding school, further displays the manorial antecedence, the castle also dating
to 16th century and partially rebuilt at the same time as the church. at the behest ‘
of Baron de Mauley. Across our time at the two towers we managed to fit in (S eSS
ringing of four different Mmor methods and four Doubles methods, anng with a modlcum of Plaln Hunt to get
' o e people attuned to what gt ’ 2
was a new tower,
Hatherop, for most of the
band, and a new tower for
everyone at Shilton.
Betwixt the two towers
there was time to stop-
over in Lechlade for an
early lunch or takeaway,
and also conduct a little
sightseeing of this first | i S
town on the eastbound course of the River Thames. Having spent the morning in GIoucestershlre it was back
north to Oxfordshire and the pristine village of Shilton, with its ford across the ° v ¥
Shill Brook, a stream which feeds into Bourton Brook before reaching the
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River Thames. The Norman church is srtuated atop the hilly road Ieadlng
from the ford, with its tower added in the 15th century.
The back three bells were augmented to six last year, with the new 2 supplied by the Keltek Trust and bells 1 & 3
from the Royal Eijsbouts foundry in Asten, Netherlands. The treble was something of an anomaly, with its rope
set much higher than the others and an affixed box to stand on!



