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 This year's Oxford Half Marathon took place on Sunday 13th October, and for a second year was fully 

subscribed with over 

13,000 runners involved.   

 Once again, Old Marston 

village formed the mid-

point of the 13 mile route, 

and hence we had no 

morning service to ring for 

as a result of the road 

closures.   Our good 

friends, the Steele family 

from Kent, who were last up here in May for the Guild Ringing Day (see Issue 288) had two of their family 

members, Helen and Edward, running in the event.   Richard Steele conveniently chose the bus shelter 

opposite Hugh's house as the spot to cheer his wife on!  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 13th October, quarter peals were rung at three Oxford Branch towers: 

 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.  1288 Little Bob Major: 

Craig Robertson (c), Catherine Lane, Marc Jones, Stephen Everett, Jacob Hubbard,  

Lindsay Powell, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, John Pusey 
 

 

 

 This quarter peal was rung in thanksgiving for the life of Rev. Patrick Hobson, former ringer at St Giles.  

 

 

 Also, this was the first in method for Marc and Stephen.   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 
 

 St Mary’s, Iffley.  1260 Doubles (4m): 

Mary Carroll, Susan King, Elizabeth Mullett, Steve Bardsley, Stephen Davies (c), Keith Godfrey 

 

 

 Congratulations to Steve Bardsley for ringing his first quarter peal on an inside bell.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 
 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles (12m/v) 

 

 

Ruth Leatherdale, Lydia Poole (c), Jane Hedges,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 Rung prior to the confirmation service and Holy Communion  

led by the Right Reverend, Dr Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 19th October, 

we paid a return visit to 

the counter-clockwise set 

of bells at Shabbington, 

and we were able to double Steve Bardsley's method quotient from 

Sunday.    This was the first quarter peal on anti-clockwise bells for 

Colin, Martin and Steve, so the relaxing wind-down afterwards at 

the nearby Old Fisherman pub, on the eastern bank of a decidedly 

swollen River Thame, was thoroughly well earned!    



The quarter peal was dedicated to our good friend Dan Neal, who was originally scheduled to be in  

this quarter peal with Ruth, as he recuperates. 

 

 

 St Mary Magdalene, Shabbington.   1260 Doubles 8m/v: 

 

 

Susan King, Colin Taylor, Martin King, Steve Bardsley, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 On Sunday 20th October, quarter peals were rung at St Giles in Oxford and Old Marston, plus later in the 

day, Colin and Hugh were part of the band in the quarter peal at Bletchingdon.  
 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Bristol Surprise Major: 

Craig Robertson (c), Catherine Lane, Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton, Lindsay Powell,  

Jacob Hubbard, Peter Felton, John Pusey 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (24m/v): 

 

 

Kathy Xu, Andrea Rowley, Martin King, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Hugh Deam, Judith Kirby 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Bletchingdon (St Giles) 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Colin Taylor, Heather Horner, Michael Probert, Gordon Smith, 

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 Also at Bletchingdon,  

on Friday 25th October, 

Andrea was part of the 

Ladies Guild quarter  

peal band.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Giles, Bletchingdon.   1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Sarah Thomas, Lisa Ryan, Andrea Rowley,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Amanda Falk, Rosemary Hemmings 

 
 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

The very popular annual Steeple Aston Ringing Course was held last Saturday, 26th October, with a 

substantial contingent 

of students and helpers 

from the Oxford City 

Branch amongst the 

various groups which 

rang at 6 and 8 bell 

towers across the 

Banbury Branch, and 

the Bicester and 

Witney & Woodstock Branches.    This was for people who wanted to improve their skills in Plain Bob, and 

Grandsire Doubles; Plain Bob Minor, as well as various Triples and Major 

methods, and it was very well supported.   Many of the participants will 

hopefully now move on to improve their skills in their own home towers.  

Well done to all the learners and helpers that took part. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

And finally, as we are into the Halloween period, then it's to be  

expected that there would probably be some post-box toppers created 

around this theme, for instance the ghostly example spotted atop the  

post-box on the shopping parade in Berinsfield! 


