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 Numerous quarter peals were rung over the weekend of October 17th – 20th October, either at the  

Oxford City Branch towers or adjoining towers with the City Branch ringers involved:_    

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 17th October.  St Mary’s Garsington.   

1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Simon Edwards, Stephen Everett, Amy Wood,  

Caroline Flockton, Stuart Flockton (c), Joy Blanchard  

 

 

 

 

 

(The first Quarter Peal in method for Amy Wood) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________--  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saturday 18th October.  St Mary’s, Witney.  

1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

 

 

 Steve Vickars, Debra Scrimshaw, Hugh Deam, Andrew 

Goldthorpe, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Andrew Hayden (c)  

 

 

 

 

 

 First in method on an inside bell for Debra Scrimshaw, which means 

that she has attained her ART Learning the Ropes, Level 5. 

Afterwards, 5/6ths of the band made the short walk to  

The Fleece for a well earned celebration! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 19th October, a quarter peal was rung at Old Marston,  

prior to the morning service. 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles 17m/v: 

Stedman, Plain Bob, Great Harrowden, Old, St Columb, 

St Simon's, Southampton, St Martin's, Little Harrowden, St 

Nicholas, Brockenhurst, Winchendon, Reverse Canterbury, 

Abertelfi, Portsmouth, Bournemouth, Grandsire 

Martin King, Ailsa Reid, Andrea Rowley, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 This was the first Stedman as part of a quarter peal for Ailsa. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 Later on, Hugh was part of the band which rang a 

quarter peal at Bletchingdon, which was another 

one rung to the memory of the late Michael 

Haynes.    It was also a pleasure to get to ring 

once again with Alison's husband, Neil, in what 

was his first tower bell quarter peal in ten years. 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 19th October.  St Giles, Bletchingdon.   

1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Neil Merryweather-Clarke, Bridgit Taylor, Michael Probert, 

Hugh Deam, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Robert Walton 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_-  

 

 Monday 20th October, saw Alison Merryweather-Clarke organise a quarter peal at Northmoor for Marlow ringer 

Michael Spracklen, who some of you may have met earlier this year during our Easter Monday morning special 

practice at Kirtlington.  Afterwards we were treated to splendiferous hospitality at Moreton Farm, which makes 

most of the dwellings in Escape to the Country look humdrum and hardly worth escaping to at all by 

comparison!   The lunch of beef stew, new potatoes, green beans and tenderstem broccoli, followed by apple 

crumble and custard, was all the more memorable for being enjoyed in such gleaming surroundings!  

Their three pet greyhounds were also very friendly and welcoming of attention during our time there! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   St Denys, Northmoor.  

1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Williamson,  

Mike Spracklen,  

Darren Washington,  

Hugh Deam,  

Alison Merryweather- 

Clarke (c), Robert Walton 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The latest monthly Weekday Morning Practice at  

Bletchingdon organised by Steve Vickars was held on  

Wednesday 22nd October, and he writes:-   

“Very many thanks for your help and support at the latest practice.   

Our six students really benefitted from having strong bands around 

them to practice initial forays inside to Plain Bob Doubles or trebling to 

Minor methods, plus observation and affected touches of Plain Bob 

Doubles as well as touches of Plain Bob Minor.  

As a result, at least one of our students is now ready for their next 

quarter peal objective”. 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 25th October, we had a wedding to ring for at  

Old Marston, so we took the opportunity to enhance the usual 

fifteen minutes or so of ringing with a quarter peal, thus 

affording Aden Tang with the opportunity for his first  

part-conducting of a quarter peal, his contrbution being a 180 

of Grandsire Doubles, which concluded the quarter. 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles.  13m/v.      

    

Plain Bob, Old, Norfolk, Kennington, Mead, Reverse 

Canterbury, Postman's Knock, Ladbroke, St Quintin,  

Daffodil, St Augustine, Railway 200, Grandsire: 

 

Steve Bardsley, Ailsa Reid (c), Aden Tang (c), Maarit Kvilo (c), 

Hugh Deam (c). Adrian Gray 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

The highly successful Steeple Aston Course took place last Saturday, 25th October, with Paul Lucas and Ruth 

Leatherdale as ‘helpers’ 

at the Plain Hunting 

Course, run by Tom 

Edgeworth, at Tackley, 

Bletchingdon (left) and 

Rousham.     

 

   

Steve Vickars group 

(right) was one of the 

Plain Bob Doubles 

groups, and they visited 

Wigginton, Swalcliffe 

and Tadmarton.  Three of their group rang inside to touches; two trebled to touches, and all rang several plain 

courses on different inside bells.  Their photo was taken at Tadmarton. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

Michael Haynes R.I.P.    

 

 

 

The funeral for Michael Haynes (1967-2025), who passed away on September 30th at the age of 57, is to be held this 

coming Friday, 31st October at 11.00am at St Laurence Church in Milcombe.     

 

 

 

*************************************** 


