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MARSTON UPDATE

The sun shone benevolently on our Spring Outing, which purposefully coincided with it being 40 years since
Hugh first organized a ringing outing, although not exactly to the day, as that was Saturday 12" April 1986.
Back then the towers were Hambleden, Henley, Wallingford, Brightwell cum Sotwell and Nettlebed.
Initially, the thought was to follow in the footsteps of that outing, as we did in part for the 30th anniversary, but
even if it was World Retrospective Day just a few days off, why reminisce when there are numerous other towers
so far unvisited. As it was we traversed a similar course, but a bit further east and on the other side of the River

Thames. During this forty year span we've taken in 20 - ' L

: different

counties, from
Dorset up to as

far north as
Derbyshire and

as far east as
Suffolk, ringing
at hundreds of

towers (life is
too short to tot

up the exact
number!), and now with three more superb towers to add

to the total. This was our first time at Hitcham for an
outing, although we have rung quarter peals on these exceptionally fluent bells, in July 2018, and last year in

April. Here, amongst
the eight methods we
fitted in, we rang St
Mary, the dedication of
this church, and the
group photo was also
taken. Then, at
Burnham, we rang a
mix of call changes,
plain hunt and Triples

: - I methods, including
Stedman This was the flrst time that Mary from Iffley had called as many as seven bells up and down back to
! rounds, and there was also a & =
first for Liping in trebling to
Grandsire Triples.

As a most unexpected
bonus, we were offered the
opportunity to climb up to

the tower roof for a
splendid aerial view of the
village and out towards ‘
Windsor Castle. -
i : . ' Lunch was booked at the
18th century pub, The Old Five Bells, opposite the churchyard entrance, and at the nearby Woodstock’s Coffee
& Tea House. At least two of our group ventured into the local chocolatier, May's Chocolate House in the

High Street, that also stocked homemade jam and marmalade which warranted purchase..
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Our final stop was Bray, a culinary hot spot with its duo of 3 star
Michelin restaurants, and also known to Horror film fans because of
Bray Studios where the Hammer gothic horror movies of the 1950s

and 60s redefined the whole genre worldwide. Nevertheless, the

village is still, probably, most widely known because of an 18th
century satirical song mentioning the fickle churchman "The Vicar of
Bray", who is more likely a composite of three different vicars of the
parish, two in the 16th and one in the 17th century, as the song is
based on a much earlier version. Church historians favour Simon
Aleyn, who was living here
; ol between 1577 and 1565, as being
the primary inspiration for the song as his time here straddled the most
precarious religious years of rule.
Hence the verse attributed to the pliant Vicar:

And this is law, I will maintain
Unto my dying day, Sir.
That whatsoever King shall reign,
I will be the Vicar of Bray, Sir.

As for the magnificent church, it is strategically located beside an ancient
Thames crossing and possesses a fittingly imposing tower with sturdy door
key to match. The weighty eight bells have a tenor of 24cwt which dates back
to 1656 from the prolific foundry of the Knight family in Reading, which also
cast the other three oldest bells in the tower. Here, amongst other things, we
rang some Plain Bob Major and a touch of Grandsire Triples. Once again, we
kept up our proud wont of having as many ringers as possible doing some conducting during the day, this time
with eight of our party doing some calling. There was no one else present on Saturday, other than Hugh, who
was on that first outing, but hearteningly several from 10 years ago, including Donna and Richard, who also
co-piloted and drove the minibus back in 2016.

On Sunday 22" March — Passion Sunday, quarter peals were rung at Old Marston and St Giles.

St Nicholas, Old Marston. 1260 Doubles. 14mv: Grandsire, Rarer, Holy Cross, Fownhope, King's Caple,
Plain Bob, Old, Thames, RCPD, St Veronica, Ashton under Lyne, Marston, Arrington, All Saints

Martin King, Ailsa Reid, Andrea Rowley, Maarit Kivilo, Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby

St Giles, Oxford. 1250 Yorkshire Surprise Major

Craig Robertson, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell, Simon Edwards, Stephen Everett,
Marc Jones, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), John Pusey

rmg programme of mldweek quarter peals continued on Monday 23 March with our first visit to the anti-
2 s clockwise ring of six at Marcham since 2010. This was the first time on
the bells for five of the band and '
the first quarter peal as a married
couple for Ruth and Dan! It was
also a welcome opportunity to
meet up again with Julia Davies
who learnt to ring at Marston as a
teenager. We also got a quick
glimpse of a very feng shui
property in the village, s
: appropriately enough on the corner of Lion CIose Afterwards we took
the short drive to Millets Farm for some brunch, which is busy even on a Monday, so we were on Table 122,
which was fine as the weather suited an outside table and also afforded us a view of the rich birdlife, from the
robins, chaffinches and pied wagtails bobbing around the tables to the swans and ducks on the lake.




Monday 23" March. All Saints, Marcham. 1260 Doubles 6mv:
All Saints, Plain Bob, Kennington, Reverse Canterbury, Southrepps, Grandsire
Ruth Neal, Michael Probert, Peter Felton, Alison Felton, Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal

On Wednesday 25" March, the latest ‘Daytime Doubles’ Practice was held at Bletchingdon, Wlth six students and
eight helpers attending. N TR

Steve Vickars writes: This was another successful practice,
with several of our students ringing plain courses and touches of St
Simon's Doubles and even a touch spliced with St Martin's. Further

progress was also made in ringing different bells to Plain Bob |

Doubles and with touches of the same method. | am also seeing
progress in our students' striking and composure when touches get

into a bit of difficulty, which augers well for the future. We are
most grateful for the continued help and support we receive.

On Saturday 28™ March, we rang our tenth quarter peal of the year at a tower outside of the Oxford City Branch,
.

with a visit to Tackley, our first since July 2024. This was a first quarter
peal at the tower for the front three ringers and also a first multi method
quarter on an inside bell for Tertia. Afterwards, we took a long stroll to
the village shop for some hot drinks and a share of a fruit cake
generously purchased by Liping.
St Nicholas, Tackley. 1260 Doubles 8mv:
Plain Bob, Kennington, Tichborne, Reverse Canterbury,
Southrepps, Marston, Grandsire, Little Birch

Liping Liu, Tertia Softley, Steve Bardsley, Paul Lucas,
Hugh Deam (c), Christine Redford

Feedback from the previous Marston Update (331).

Claire Malone-Lee, formerly a ringer at Iffley, but now residing in Devon and still receiving
the Marston Update, writes:

I was delighted to read about South Stoke! One memorable evening, well over fifty years ago, | rowed in our
rowing boat from Moulsford, where we lived, with two teenage boys from the village who were interested in ringing,
and joined the South Stoke band for their ringing practice. We had not told them that we were coming and caused

some surprise as we brought the oars with us for safekeeping, and were dripping wet having tried to retrieve a lost
rowlock from the river. The South Stoke ringers were friendly and welcoming, and the oldest of them told us tales of
the old days, when there had been a ferry between Moulsford and South Stoke. He said his Saturday morning job
had been to take the ferry, and buy, for 6d, the family's weeks’ worth of meat, a pig's head, from the bacon factory.
Nowadays, the factory has been converted into a private school, Cranford House.
All best wishes, Claire.

Upcoming Event

6™ April. Easter Monday.
10.00am - 11.30am. St Marys, Kirtlington (8)
OX5 3HF

An "Open Practice” with the Kirtlington ringers.

(Ringers of all abilities are welcome to attend)




