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  On Monday 15th December, it was the Cowley ringers’ turn to hold their festive party, with ringers from  

Iffley and Old Marston joining them for some Plain Bob, Grandsire  

and St Simon's Doubles, followed by mulled wine, warm apple juice  

and a tasty array of pastries and nibbles, surrounded by the multifarious 

examples within the Christmas tree festival being held in the church 

again this year. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

 

 

 On Friday 19th December, a peal 

was rung at Caversfield, being 

dedicated to the late Michael 

Haynes, with this tower being one 

of his personal favourites, and 

where he had been planning to hold this peal since earlier in the year. 

 

Friday 19th December.  St Laurence, Caversfield.  5040 Doubles (11m). 

240 Stedman, 480 each of Reverse Canterbury, St Nicholas, 

Winchendon, St Remigius, Huntley, St Simon's, St Martin's,  

St Osmund, Eynesbury, Plain Bob: 

Simon Edwards, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Craig Robertson (c), Rosemary Hemmings, Richard White 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 Sunday 21 December saw quarter peals rung at St Giles and Old Marston. 

 St Giles, Oxford.   1320 Kent Treble Bob Minor 

Andrew Spicer,  Alison Felton, John Pusey, Marc Jones, Stuart Flockton, Peter Felton (c) 

First in method for Marc. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.   1260 Doubles 14m/v.     Eynesbury, St Wenceslas, St Stephen, St Nicholas,  

St Nicolas, St Mary,  Adlington, Plain Bob, Tchaikovsky, Orkney, Black Knight, Reverse Canterbury, 

Christmas Day, Grandsire 

Judith Kirby, Andrea Rowley, Jane Hedges, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c) 

 

 

  Rung before morning service, we managed to include some obviously seasonal variations into the quarter peal, 

including, for the first time, Christmas Day, plus some rather more tenuous links such as Tchaikovsky (Plain Bob 

with Grandsire bobs, Antelope singles and Old singles), recognising  what is now the composer's most popular 

work, given the record number of productions of the Christmas ballet - The Nutcracker - being staged in the UK 

this year. Also on our list was Orkney (Plain Bob with Antelope bobs, Wallflower singles and Old singles), the 

island being known for it's unique Christmas traditions, such as the ‘Ba' Game’, a somewhat free-for-all ball game 

which is only played on Christmas Day and New Year's Day! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 On Wednesday 23rd December there was a quarter peal rung at 

Bletchingdon, with the dual  purpose of celebrating Alison 

Merryweather-Clarke's birthday and availing fellow North Leigh 

ringer, Susan Shelley of the opportunity to ring the tenor to a 

further quarter peal away from her home tower.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Bletchingdon.   1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Michael Probert, Hugh Deam, Bridget Taylor, Rosemary Hemmings, 

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Susan Shelley 

  



 The times of the Christmas Eve afternoon services at Kidlington, Wolvercote and Old Marston fortunately 

remained as in previous years, thus making it possible to get to all three to ring, and it's encouraging to report 

that there were 

full bands for all 

these services.  

We also  had 

nine ringers for 

the later service 

at Old Marston, 

with Aden 

Tang's mother 

being able to 

ring a minute or so of rounds, with just a modicum of assistance,  

after just two brief practice sessions.   

(Thanks to Donna, Adrian and Alison for the photos) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

Christmas morning saw us ring some more Christmas Day Doubles 

at Old Marston and at 

St Giles there were 

enough ringers for a 

plain course of  

Plain Bob Major. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

On a less positive note, for anyone who has not as yet been 

made aware, there have been at least three reported break-in 

thefts from towers in the Witney & Woodstock Branch in the 

weeks leading up to Christmas, plus a similar incident at Wolvercote, which on that occasion resulted in 

merely damage rather than anything stolen.   Clearly this is an issue of security that other towers will be 

needing to take note of at present. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 As we are now at the age old time in the calendar where reflection on, and review of, the year gone by takes 

place, it's a golden opportunity to feature some 

photos representative of the seasons past and 

current which have not previously featured in an 

Update.    We start a season early with Autumn 

2024, but with a very good excuse.    After our 

quarter peal at Chadlington in November (Update 

299), we encountered an extremely friendly cat in the covered entrance to Wyatt's 

Garden Centre where we had a light lunch. The cat was a stray which had made 

this spot his unofficial home, and glad to say we have been informed by Charlotte 

Furneaux that he has since secured a forever home in the area!  Spring 2025 saw 

us provide much of the band for a wedding at South Leigh (Update 309) and in 

the corresponding Update we featured the outside of the decorated former bus 

shelter, so shown now is what it looked like inside.    Summer 2025 is marked by 

the wedding at that Colin and Hugh helped fill their band, the small car 

park across the road from the church being adjacent to a field of cows, 

who were naturally curious as to the sudden burst of activity!   Autumn 

2025 is one of the photos we received from Charlotte Furneaux just 

prior to her ringing week with us in Oxford, taken at the height of the 

pumpkin season at Lotherton Hall in Aberford, West Yorkshire! 

   

A Happy New Year to all our Readers! 


