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Anthony Hughes – R.I.P. 

It was with great shock and sadness, that we learned last Saturday of the 

passing of Anthony Hughes 

OBE, our former Tower 

Captain and Treasurer.   

Anthony also held several 

posts in the Oxford City 

Branch committee over the 

years, and for many years 

oversaw matters regarding 

the other church in our 

parish, St Thomas of 

Canterbury in Elsfield.   In 1999, he was awarded an OBE for his services to Global Seismology.  

Anthony took up ringing at Marston back in the 1970s, not long after 

the time when our bells were augmented from five, to a set of six, 

and being the ringer living nearest to the church at Cross Farm he 

was very much the ringer at the heart of events, being the primary 

key-holder. One of the must august figures in Old Marston, the post- 

Christmas open house mornings where we rang handbells, and the 

later ‘Open Gardens’ events which raised money towards our bells 

being retuned, live long in the memory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony was the very personification of affability and as 

such he was extremely reassuring and calming towards 

those learning to ring.   In common with so many ringers of 

long-standing, Anthony stepped away from ringing after 

the protracted break during Covid times, but he continued 

to help with our matters financial and correspondence.   

In our next Update, we should be in a position to provide a 

more ‘in depth’ appreciation of Anthony, and have details 

of his funeral arrangements, which will almost certainly 

involve our bells being rung on the day.       

   ********************* 



On Sunday 16th March, quarter peals were rung at St Giles and Old Marston. 

 

 

St Giles, Oxford.  1280 Lessness Surprise Major: 

Caroline Flockton, Catherine Lane, Lindsay Powell, Craig Robertson (c),  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Stuart Flockton, Simon Edwards, Peter Felton 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 

 

 St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (23m/v): 

Kathy Xu, Andrea Rowley (c), Martin King (c), Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby   

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-__   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Our recent weekday quarter peal on Tuesday 18th March, took the band to St Peter’s, Great Haseley – an 

exceptionally fine Early English Decorated style church, with a 15th 

century tower containing a set of six bells.   Although our last 

quarter peal here was way back in 2006, we did visit only two years 

ago in March 2023, on what was our first multi-tower outing since 

2019.   Another memorable added ingredient was the fine weather 

which allowed those who 

hadn't been here before to 

experience the somewhat 

magisterial surrounds in 

which the church is set.   

 

 

 Afterwards, we took a short drive to Little Milton for some  

‘winding-down’ refreshment at the village hub, where there is a cosy 

little café, with a lovely view out across open country, neatly situated 

at the rear of the shop and post office. 

 

 

 

St Peter’s Great Haseley.   1260 Doubles 7m/v: 

Debra Scrimshaw, Andrea Rowley (c), Ruth Leatherdale (c), Paul Lucas (c), Hugh Deam (c), Dan Neal 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 22nd March saw two ringing outings organised from Oxford towers.   Our Old Marston outing to 

four towers in Warwickshire consisted of ringers, not only 

from Old Marston, but also Iffley, Cowley, Kidlington and 

the Witney & Woodstock Branch towers, plus two from the 

Coventry Guild from lunchtime onwards, attracting a turnout 

that matched the numbers who came on our first outing after 

the Covid hiatus two 

years ago, when 

there was pent up 

enthusiasm at play to 

drive up numbers.   On the eight at Wellesbourne we rang Plain 

Bob Major, and Triples of Plain Bob, Canterbury Pleasure and 

Grandsire, plus 

Cambridge, St 

Clement's, Little 

Bob and Stedman 

etc at the 6-Bell towers.   Over the years we have had a few 

atypical lunch venues on our outings (a social club in 

Dorset, a converted farm hayloft in Buckinghamshire, an 

airport cafe in Gloucestershire and the control tower at 

Greenham Common in Berkshire!), but, up until Saturday, 



never a cricket pavilion!    Cricket match teas are renowned for being first-rate and, as expected, the  

food served at Lighthorne Cricket Pavilion found seemingly universal approval, plus Adrian got to send 

down a few googlies, wrong 'un's, etc in the practice nets post-lunch! 
 

   

The final tower of the day, Sherbourne proved a fitting climax, being a truly 

mighteous building that is part church - part mausoleum, and belying the 

smallness of population in the village.   All Saints church was ordered by the 

then owner of the Sherbourne Park estate, Miss Louise Ann Ryland, in the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victorian era, and built within two years at a cost equivalent today of £2.1 million.   Located alongside the 

Sherbourne Brook, which runs into the nearby River Avon, there is even a  huge Church pool teeming with 

birdlife, alongside the churchyard.   An added bonus was the tea laid on for us on our arrival, before even 

mentioning the plaque for Henry Maudsley, one of the Dambusters Flight Leaders, and the numerous local 

notables for whom this is their burial place.   There has been much positive feedback surrounding our latest 

"Grand Day Out", and despite the maxim that nothing is like it used to be, the day did seem to capture the 

energized character of pre-Covid outings. 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 Despite a certain amount of tiredness after a full day of ringing on Saturday, our band managed to  

summon up enough energy to ring a quarter peal the following morning, which included a couple of  

variations, new to our repertoire: 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday 23rd March.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 24m/v: 

 

Judith Kirby, Ailsa Reid (c), Jane Hedges, Andrea Rowley (c), Hugh Deam (c). Michael Haynes 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Later that morning a quarter peal was also rung at St Giles: 

 

 

 St Giles, Oxford.  1250 Yorkshire Surprise Major: 

 

 

John Pusey, Alison Felton, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Catherine Lane, Caroline Flockton,  

Stuart Flockton (c), Steve Everett, Peter Felton 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-__ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Events 

 Oxford City Branch Practice 

Sat 5th April.  St Aldates, Oxford (6).  10.30am to 12.00noon 
(Open to ringers of all abilities) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Easter Monday. 21st April.  A Ringing Morning    

10.00am Kirtlington (8) SMV 16cwt.   

 

     

(Also open to ringers of all abilities) 
 


