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On Sunday 18th August, Ruth Leatherdale from Witney scored her first quarter peal of Plain Bob Triples at 

 St Giles in Oxford. The following Friday, 23rd August, she rang her second in the method at Witney.  

 

Sunday 18th August.  St Giles, Oxford.    

1260 Plain Bob Triples: 

Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale, Caroline Flockton, Catherine 

Lane, Stuart Flockton, Paul Lucas, Peter Felton (c), Geraint Jones 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

Friday 23rd August. 

St Mary the Virgin, Witney. 

1260 Plain Bob Triples: 

Peter Norman, Ruth Leatherdale, 

Alison Felton, Clare Fairbairn, 

Hannah Tayler, Malcolm Fairbairn, 

 Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Dan Neal. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

 

 

 

Also on Sunday 18th August, our morning service quarter peal at Old Marston 

was dedicated to Raymond Fergusson, our long-time friend from Little Milton, 

who has just celebrated his 80th birthday.   Between 2007 and 2012 he rang 35 

quarter peals at Bletchingdon and 31 at Little Milton with our band, which 

comprised mostly Old Marston ringers.   The quarter peal later in the day at Bletchingdon was also a joint 

dedication to Raymond. 
 

 

St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles 14m/v: 

Andrea Rowley, Hugh Deam (c), Kathy Xu, Maarit Kivilo (c), Martin King, Judith Kirby 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

St Giles, Bletchingdon.  1260 Doubles (2m): 

Michael Probert, Melanie McGregor, Colin Taylor,  

Gordon Smith, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Hugh Deam 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Due to meeting one short on Sunday morning at Old Marston 

we took the opportunity to offer Kathy Xu the chance to 

exchange the treble for the three and ring St Simon's for the 

first time as part of a quarter peal. 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday 25th August.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.  1260 Doubles (12m/v): 

Judith Kirby, Jane Hedges, Kathy Xu, Maarit Kivilo (c), Hugh Deam 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hugh organised a couple of midweek quarter peals, one at a tower close to home, and the other 

significantly further afield.    On Tuesday 27th August, we paid our first visit in eight years to ring on the 

excellent bells at St Nicholas, Chadlington in the Chipping Norton Branch, set in the most rural tract of the 

county, where West Oxfordshire and the Cotswolds merge seamlessly.  This was the first quarter peal at this 

tower for all of the band, and first time ringing on the bells for all other than Hugh and Judy.   



Amongst the methods was St Martin's which was the first time in 

a quarter peal for Ruth. Afterwards, we headed for thoroughly 

deserved refreshment at Cafe de la Post, which is situated at the 

very hub of the village where the roads from Chipping Norton, 

the Wychwoods, Charlbury and Enstone all meet. 

 

 

 

 

 Tuesday 27th August.  St Nicholas, Chadlington.   

1260 Doubles (9m/v): 

Jane Hedges, Colin Taylor, Ruth Leatherdale, Steve Vickars,  

Hugh Deam (c), Judith Kirby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The following morning we managed to secure North Hinksey for a quarter peal of Plain Bob Minor,  

which was the first quarter trebling to Minor for Dan Neal. 

For various reasons, the opportunities to ring quarter peals at 

North Hinksey are limited, and indeed this was the first on  

the bells since July 2017, and the one previous to that was in 

2013 – both joint North Hinksey and Old Marston bands.  

This time our "after-party" of coffee and cake was held just 

down the road at the Oxford Garden Centre at South Hinksey, 

and just as on Tuesday the weather was such that we were able 

to sit around one of the outside tables. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 28th August.  St Lawrence, North Hinksey.    

1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Dan Neal, Alison Felton, Ruth Leatherdale, Peter Felton, Hugh Deam, Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c) 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-__   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Then in the afternoon we were pleased to be able to make our 

bells at Old Marston available for the Ladies Guild to ring a 

quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Wednesday 28th August.  St Nicholas, Old Marston.   

1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor: 

Bridget Taylor, Caroline Flockton, Lisa Ryan, Alison Felton,  

Alison Merryweather-Clarke (c), Catherine Lane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  

Upcoming Event 
  

For those of you who appreciate the music of handbells, in a couple of weeks’ time on 

Thursday 12th September, Islip Village Hall will be hosting the famed  

Launton Handbell Ringers at 7.30pm.  

 

For full details see the poster below:- 

  

  

 



 

 

A chance to hear the Launton Handbell Ringers in Islip 

Thursday 12th September at 7.30pm - Islip Village Hall  

Come and hear the Launton Handbell Ringers (drawn from Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire & 

Northamptonshire) who have given recitals in cathedrals, civic centres, theatres as well as on  

radio and television.  

45-50 minutes of music and time for questions with the opportunity to have ‘a go’ at ringing 4 in hand! 

Donations by cash or card – refreshments available too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More details from Teresa Carter ( teresa.carter1703@gmail.com )  

 or Kathryn Grant ( kathryn.grant@talk21.com ) 

 

 

 


